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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Thr ojbject, that Lady- Jane had in view, 
Iras to prevent Caroline from discourag- 
hag 1 by premature dand6r' a passion^' 
which she saw rising in the heart of a^ 
young noblenrmn. ' ^ 

. Lord' William * * * * , who was 

. " >Sr^ll p]eas'd to *sc^pe frpm flattery to jtit/' 

« • . > 

had always , preferred Laay Jane^ Gran- 
yiUe*s company to the , society of those, 
who courted him more, or with less, de- 
hcacy, , Since Miss Caroline Percy's ar-^ 
rivals and appeaifance in town;. Lady 
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2 PATRONAGE. 

Jane had^ to do her justice^ preserved 
with his Lordship exactly the same even: 
tenor of conduct; whatever her wishes 
*might be^ she had too much proper pride 
to compromise her own^ or her young 
friend's dignity. Moreover, her Lady- 
ship had sense and knowledge of charac- 
ter sufficient to perceive, that such a sa- 
crifice, or the least appearance of a dis- 
position to, ms^e itj would be not only 
degrading, but vain : it would, she knew^ 
for ever disgust and ruin them in the opi- 
nion of a mlaii^ who had infinitely more 
penetration an4 fedingj than those who 
flattered him were aware that he pos- 
sessed « 

Lord William had excellent a^ilities^ 
kno^rledge^ apd superior qualities qf every 
sort, all depressed by excessive timidity^ 
to such a degree, as to be almost usekss 
to hiinself, and to others. Whenever, he 
was either for the business, or jpleasure. of 
life, to meet or mix with numbers, the 
whol^ man was, as it were^ snatched froin[ 
himself. He was subject to that night-- 
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« 

tilare of the 8ou)^» who sits herself npon 
the human hreast^ cypresses the hearty 
palsies the will^ and raises spectres of 
dismay, which the sufferer combats in 
vain — that cruel enchantress, who hurls ' 
her spell even upon childhood, and, when 
she makes the youth her victim, pro*- 
aounces, 

^* Henceforward you shall never appeaf 
in your *natnral character. — Innocent, 
you shall look guilty. — Wise, you shall 
look $illy. " — Never shall you Have the use 
of your natural fticulties. — That which 
you wish to say, you shall not say— ^-^ that 
which you wish to do, yott shall not do, 
— you shall appear reservcfd, when you 
are enthusiastic, —« insensible, when your 
h^art sinks into melting tendeqiess. -^In 
the presence of thi^se you most wish to 
|>l^e, you shall be ifaost awkward,-^ and' 
when approached ^by her you love, you 
shall become lifeless as a statue, und^cthe 
irresistible spdl of mmvaise hohtej* 

Strange that France should give a name 
jto tbiat makdj of the miad, which she 

99 



4 PATRON^CJE. . 

HjBver knew, or of which she knows lcs».* 
than any other natiout U|K>n the snif su^e of v 
t^e civilized globe.! ; . 
.Under the- spelL of mativaise honte: 

poor Lord WiUiairi ^labored — fast. , 

bound -y^ and b^tirid the faster by all the! 
q^orts made /or his jielief by" the matrons 
and young damsels, who crowded round, 
him continually. -^— Th^y, were' astoni^h^d 
that all their cbarm^. sind all' t^e en^ ' 
a>uragement they Jield out, failed to free 
tjliis young tiobleman from his pxcessive . 
timidity.— 

^^ What a pity ! it was only his fault,/ 
they were sure !" — " Ten tbpuspnd pities 
, he could not be made to speak> they were 
ciertain he had a vast deal to say," ^ ; ■ 
*^ Arid he could be so agreeable, they 
were confident, if he would. — Most ex- 
traordinary that a man of his rank ai^d*- 

fprtune, whom every creature admired^; 

• • • 

should be. so timid.** 

. . , ^ - - • .♦'• 

True — but the timid Lord William all 
t|ie time esteemed himself more highly, 
than the^ ladies ailEbcted to admire biov 
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•-^ Mixed with' his apparent timidity^ 
there was b, secret . pride. -—Conscious of 
the difference between what he was, anJf 
what he appeared to be, he was at dncii 
mortified and provoked, and felt disdaiii 
and disgnst for those who- pretended to 
admire his ontward man, or wh6 paid to 
his fortune ttiat'tribnte^^ which he thought 
d^e to his Writ. ^ Wfth'sbiftefew,' some 
very few, by whom he #aS appi^eciated^ 
his pride ^nd His-timidity were equally 
at eascjj his reserve vJihished in an asto*- 
ftishing • mariner, and- the man carne out 
of the inarble. Of this small number in 
his confidence -Lady Jane Grranville wa^ 
eoe. Even from- his boyish years shrf 
had discerned the worth and vittae o^ 
Loixi William, — and he'now distinguish- 
ed her by his grateful and constant re^ 
gard. — But Lady Jane Granville, though 
a woman of considerable talents, could 
not be a Judge of the whole of his mind,', 
or theext^t of his powei^, — her talent* 
Was^ chiefly wit — her knowledge, know- 
ledge- of thc-world,— rher mind cultivated;^ 



bat slightly^ and for cmbelUsbment, -.^ 
his deeply, extensively^ and with large 
ylews, — When he hecame acquainted 
wjl(th Miss Carolijae Fercy^ he ^K>n found^ 
that to her all this fippeared^ and by he^ 
Dr^sjostlyvaloe^^ — rHis assidqity in cnlr 
tiv^tjuEig his friend^ Lady Jane's acquaint^ 
fi^ce^ increased » md hU taste for tb4 
^nTiefQ^lon at \m house hecfune uto 
gi*^^! that he wai always, the firsts wA 
nsnally th^ Ii^t at her parties. «>-- His 
mor^ilifg visits were frequent and long^-^ 
ke Jmew, by ^nstioct^ the hoiiriB when the 
^?fo )a4ies Wfsfe 4i5epg^ed^ but not a)** 
irays ^o ^xa^y tb^ twe 5«^b«f? hp oygblt 
lio ta^ lipaye-**'^i9 far i^evc^ infornied 
hipi when *|^y Jai^^'s c^rriagu caioe tot 
the ^oor, por ^id he always h^ar the ser* 
vant annpnnce it*s being in readiness* -*«« 
^ev Ladyship might fidget as mnch as 
her ppliteness would permit without dan**^ 
ger of it^s being observed. — His Lordship 
^ver was wakened to the sense of it*s be^ 
ing necessary to stir^ till Miss Carolinf^ 
Per9y> by some strong indication^ such as 
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putting atray her drawing, and the books, 
or by plainly saying, " We must go out 
^ow,** — made it manifest to him, that ht 
must depart. —For this' Caroline tv^s re-* 
, gnhirly reprowd afterwards by Lady Jane 
-^fiut shte never found, ,that it gave Lord 
William any oifence; nor did she for 
Bdme time observe, that it caused him 
muclt disquietude. He seemed to her to 
*tay fSrota mere habitual hl)sence of mind^ 
and unwillingness t6 remove from a re* 
treat where he Was safe and comfortable^ 
to some place where he was liable to bb 
nmoyed by his fair persecutors. That he 
iiked heir company and conversation, she 
i!id not affect to deny, nor could shfe 
doubt that he felt for her esteem arid re* 
|;ard, — he expressed both, and he was not 
2i man to express more tban he fell, or 
the truth of whose professions could bil 
^^pected. But she thought,, that hi* re- 
gard for her, and for Lady Jane, were 
both of the same nature, and equally 
fi^ee from any mixture of more tender sen* 
timents. -^She thought him aJHend, nit 
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lover. -^ This was not wiUi Caroline a 

» ■ * '.. 

mere eommonplace phrase, -r- She belie v- 
.,ed this to be true,-^-and at the time she 
.believed it, she was right. But coiistantf- 
Jy in the society of an amiable, sensible^ 
and beaatifnl young woman, at n>an of 
ieeHag, taste, and understanding, ^ybosie 
^ei^rt^is dis|^ngaged^n$zial]y\i^n the |>asr 
^$dge from- friepdsbip to Ipj^so.c^s^y an^ 
rapidy^as to be scarcely perceptible.-^And 
^a this, which.geperjilly happens iv^ simip 
lar circmnstwces. Lord William* was per 
.cn^arly. liable. For though/ froui. tb«» 
.crowdswho courted his attention, it migh^ 
.seem, that his liberty of choice was unli^ 
,0iited, yet, . in fact, his power of ohopSr 
jngrwaS; contracted and- reduced to th^ 
few. *^. .whom choice and passion both 
.approte/': Among these fewhi^ fastidious 
ji^guaept,. and his apprehension^, of dp^ 
^mea^c ^^disquietudei, saw fnxiuently, and 
^ojcpetUne9 too. justly, ? objection to the 
/amily connexion, of the yonng lady. — =- 
J^ome want of union in it — want of prin-- 
iciple, or train of dissipation, which he 
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drfsadeJ, ~ everyfoUy ^he dlsKked, -^ s» 

tiiat amobg the. numbers of his own ranlc 

who sought his >alliaDce,!it was not easy 

for him ia satisfy himself, even'as io con-' 

nexion. r— Still 'more difficult to satisfy 

him as to'Love, ^^the modern fair one's* 

jest,", or, what, is worse; her afiectationV 

-^His Lordsliip was .well aware; that 

among the munbers of yonng ladies,' 

who Vere ready at> a moment's wstming^ 

to majTy'htnr^nat one of' these wonld' 

love him for hit own sake,*^Now^ in' 

qoanHoTi wilh *Marmonters Alcibiades,*' 

and with most men- of rank, wEo have* 

any superiority, of eharatter, Lord Wil*- 

liamhad an anxioi]& desire, to be loVed- 

&r ^his jown 'Beke, *-^ for • thobgh, in the. 

opidionr of;most people of the world,' &nd^ 

efsomi pbilosoph^Si . the circumstances^ 

of rank' and > fortune form* a part of per-r 

sonal merit); yet as tHiese are not indisso*' 

I^bly- associated with' the in dividual, hi^ 

{^dshipiirather prefeired afiection,. andi 

•itedm- arising from merit, of which'.he* 

eolild.ndt he clepilved 'by any jevohctitei 

B 5 
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•f fkU, or turn of fancy* Whatever 
signa of esteem or regard he could obtam 
Jroin Mi6s Caroline Percy, be knew to bf 
perfectly sincere ; if be was ever lored bf 
ber, he knew it woold be for- his 4nmf> 
sake^ and of the constancy of her bSoq^ 
tion, if once obtained, the whole lienor 
of hec character and conduct gave bitt 
the most secure, pledge, t^ Mm Percy^a 
education, manners,^ talents^ and beauty^ 
were all such. as. perfectly suited^ and 
would do- honor> and) would grace tbf 
highest rank of life^ She had: »o fortnoe,. 
T^ but that was of no consequence to hiin. 
-«-<- be was likely to hairea jmncely incova 
-r* he had. too, debts, he had at present alL 
that satisfied his wishes, and that coul4i 
enable him to live married, as well as? 
sin^e, in a manner tiiat suited his:Sftar' 
:^on. — His friends eager to. have hirft 
marry, and almost despairing of his con|r* 
plyii^, in this, point, with their wishes, 
l^R; him. entirely, at liberty in his choin« 
—And his mm&Wioni passion now botii^ 
ditei3nined oathit choiire^ just abooit tha 
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fSine when "English Clay proposed for 
Caroline^ aird when the c6hvei^atibn 
tfiottt declarations and refvMls had passed 
Ili^#eeu her and Lady Jtoe-^i-^-^Tha^ 
eonversation, instead of chianging or 
#feakenhig the opinions Caroline then ex- 
pressed^ had confirmed hei' in her own 
Mndments^ by drawing otit moire full^ 
Ae sti^ngth of the reaL$6nl», and the ho* 
tforahle nature of the fedingv'^ nn Whlcl^' 
ftey were founded. ■' ' ' " Some slight cir- 
thtn^anees^ sncB as she could scarcely 
^tb in words^ dccnrred about this time, 
#liich[ first gave her the idea^ that Lord 
11HaTO-*^-^felt for her mofe than esteem* 
Hie tender interest he shdwcfd one 
day wh^ti shb had a slight indisposition^ 
•^ Ac extreme alarm he* expressed one 
liight, wheii there happened an embar* 
i^ssm^nt betweeii their carriages at the 
dbbr of the opera-hoitse^ by which Lady 
JfUn^^ vis-i-vis^ was nearly overturned,-— 
in ' atahn mu6h greater than Caroline 
tfittbght the dddksibh required, was sbc- 
ccSfttedfby atigeFdC^aihst hiscbachmah^ sbf 
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ft * 

Viuch more violent and vehement. tbao« 
the error or offence .justific^^ or than hU 
Lordship Jiad ever before been seen ta 
fhow . ..^ These things^ which in a max^ 
of gallantry might me^au nothing, bat to, 
show his politeness^ from Lord Wiltiaia 
— sgemedindiqative of something more.-«t 
Caroline began to see. that the friend 
mighty become a loyer^ and jpow, for thc^ 
first t}mQ^ qnestione.d her ^wn heart, r—-^ 
she thought isighl; .of Lord William'% 
abilities and character — ^She saw^ as .$h€^ 
Had once, said to Lady Jane,. ^[ signi^ 
which convinced her^ that this yokana 
cpyered with snow, and often §i)velope(|' 

• * • 

in clouds, would at some time burst forth 
in torrents of fire.*' — Little indication as. 

Lord William now showed to. . common 

' . ... 

observers of being or of beccmning aa^ 
orator, Caroline perceived in him th<^ 
soul of oratory ; and she foresaw^ that on^ 
some great occasion, from some great 
motive^ he would at once vanquish hja. 
timidity^ and burst forth upon thp senate^ 
She felt convinced that— * whether elo^. 
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qmetit or silent/ speaking, or acting, in^ 
pBbUc. or priva;te life, 'Lord Will ifw-^. 
vould in every sitnation/ in every cir<- 
Qinnstance of trial « fill and sustain tbe^; 
character, 'of an upright, honora]ble, en^*,- 
l^btened English nobleman.— Not-, 
withstanding that Caroline thought thus; 
highly of him. Count Ahenberg, in her ; 
q>inion,.far si^passed hip. Id ttie qaaiities. 
they both possessed, and excelled^Hai 
many, in which Lord William was defi--; 
dent-*-: in manner; especially; and ifkBXk-*^ 
W goes a great way in Love, even with) 
people of the best understanding. — Be- , 
sides all the advantages of manner. Count 
Altenberg had far superior ; talents, or at ; 
least far, superior habits of conversation; — t 
he was altogether as estimable^ and more^ 
agreeable; than his rival; He also, had/ 
1^ * the advantage of finding Caroline's ; 
mind disengaged-?- he had cultivated 'her » 
society in the country, where he h^d^ 
time %nd. opportunity to, devel^ie his ^ 
own character , and hers; -r- In one tvprd* ; 
be had ^ made the first impires^iqn jp9./ 
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CaroIIne*s heart — and such an laipres^ioti) 
once made on a heart like hers^ cannot- 
be easily effaced. Tbongh there seemed ^ 
little chance of his retnrningto claim his' 
plaite in her ^flfections^ though she had^^ 
made the most landahle efforts to banish' 
him &om her recollection, yet " en pen^ 
£i$mi quHl^aut (ftiim mbUe^ &nses(nm€ni.^* 
^'^ And now she found, that not only alP 
ot^fiers compared iirith him Were^ inferlbr, 
and 'indftflferent to her^ but that any> whoni' 
fhe n^s forced to put in comparison and^ 
ctimpetitibn with Coimt Alteiiberg, imme«' 
di'ately sunk in her opinion. 

Thus distinctly knowing her own mind^ 
Oardline was, however^ still in doubt as- 
tO' Lord William's, and afraid of mis*^ 
tdk$ttg the nature of his sentiments. She^ 
Wdll i^membered Lady Jane's cautions;* 
and though she was fully resolved tb* 
spwe' by her candor the suspense antl^ 
|y|iin, which coquetry might create! aticF 
pitdong, yet it Was necessary to hH certidh* 
thM' she read aright, and therefore t&' 
vMk I6t soinething teore decisiW^ bf 
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19\u€1bi to interpret kis meaning. ~- Lady 
Ifiiie wisely forbore all observations on 
ik» anl^ect^ and never said or Iooi»d a 
wird^ that could recal Ae memory of her 
farmer debiite. With the roost scropnlons^^ 
i^Biost hangbty delicacy^ and the most 
consummate prudence, she left things to 
take dieir coarse^ secure of what the end- 
vonid be. 

One night Lady Jane and Caroline 
irere to be at a party. — j — When they 
aiimred» they descried Lord William in- 
the, midbt of- a group ci the fair and 
£a;^ionable9 looking as if he was sn£-' 
i^kig martyrdom* His eye caught Ca^- 
ivifine as she passed, and his colour 
changed. The lady next him put up< 
her glass, to look for the cause * of that« 
cliange of colour — but the glass was put 
4owii again, and no apprehension^ ex-^ 
qited. — r^ By degrees Lord William* 
worked, his way towards Caroline--*Noj^ 
not towards Caroline, but to Lady Jane 
(Sranville. — ^^ The company near her 
j^e talking of* a proposal, which « ge)a« 
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tldmAi had lately made ror a celebrated^ 
lieauty--^His suit Had been rejected. Some* 
Sftid, tbat 'the lady most have se6n that he' 
ivas attMhed to her, and that she had beenf 
tp blame, in allowing him so lohg to payr 
her attentions/ if she 'was determiilied tb^ 
T^fase him at last — Others defenfed the^ 
Iftdy, saying,' that the gentleman bad neveit 
made a distinct declaration, and that? 
th^i^fore the lady Vas quite correct, in 
not appearing to know that hie attention^ 
meant any thing, itnore than was avowed^ 
*^ Lord William lietened, perfectly silent,!" 
and with, an.appearanee of some anicietyJ 
-^F-Lady Jane Granville; supported warmly- 
t^ Same side of th% question, which, sher 
had taken, in a similai* converJ^ation wi&j 
Caifpline. . i ' ' ! . 1 

Miss Fer&f was appealed to for heh 
opinion, ^^ Would it not be strange indeed^/ 
if a Iddy'we^e to reject a gentleman beTote*' 
sjie was aSked ?"*' ' 

f Lord William with increasing anxiety: 
l^Sit^ned, but dared noi look at Caroline;^ 
wtio wiidi' bec&minj; modesty^ 'but: withr 
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.firmness; in .what she beh'eved to he 
•right, answered, ". thfit if a woman 
ji»ii^w that a gentlematuhived ber, and felt 
that she couhl not return his attachments 
she might, without any rude or prewar 
tare rejection, sifuply by a certain ease 
T>f manner, which every man of .sense 

» 

^iu:iw-Sjl0u()w>^; interpret, ;ip9jk the differr 
xnce between esteero and tendererr sear 
tiinent&r;a|^id might, 'by. cqnni)Qing hp^ 
(that jthei;^ wasno.chan^c^ of his ohtaiding 
ja^y farther intei;^sjt in her heart, preveitf: 
Jbis ever haying the pain of ^ decidei^ 
jrefusah" , . "* . ^ • ^ 

_ V _ 

; • The 4iscu8fiion ^nded .here. J^resh 
xompaijy joined ; thefa ;- .otber: subjects 
^ere stxifted-^Lord Willi^t^ contitiued 
silent, be did not take any share Jn anj 
conversation^ bqt was so absent and ttb-- 
^rbed in)iis.own thoughts, that several 
.times'he was spokeii to,.Avitboiit his being 
able to ,giv;e a plaui^b]e an^ wer-rr— Then 
J)Q.9:tood covered with copfu^on-r^ con^ 
fusion incrcRisipg Irom thesense thjat it 
was observed, and could „ not be cour 
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quered. *-^ The company moved different 
ways, but Kis Lordship continued fixed 
neat Caroline ■■■■■ At last the attention 
of all neAr him was haj)pily diverted 
and drawn away from him by the aj> 
pcaVance of 5iome tiew and distinguished 
'person *^ He &ei2ed the moment^ and 
summoned courage sufficient to address 
some slight questtoil to Cdroltae--^>— *She 
laiisrv^ered hftti widi an ease of mannetj^ 
Whith he felt to be uiifaVof abk to his 
wishes, — «— The sj^ell was upon him, and 
he CdUld not articulate '-— a dread silencb 
might have ensued, but that Lady Jane 
iiapp^ly w'ent on saying something about 
pine appfe ice. -^ Lord William assented 
implicitly, without knowing to what, and 
re)>lied, 

" Just so — exaetly so**— 
to contradictory assertions, and if he 
had been asked at this instant, wheiflier 
what he was eating was hot or cold, he 
could not have been able to decide / - 
Lady Jane composedly took a biscuit, 
af d enjoyed the passing scene, observing. 



PATROSAGTfc IJ) 

that this was ^^ the ples»antest party slie 
had .been at tbis season.** 

Mrs. Crabstods came up^ and Lady 
Jane^ ivitti wit at will, kept the pattern 
lad^ in play by an opportanely reo(rf*> 
lected tale of scandal ; with cars delight- 
ed, eyes rivetted, stood Mrs* Crabstock^ 
while Ixird Williaoii again relieved from 
th^ feu* of ol)servationj breathed once 
more, and, partly ncovering his sen^ttt 
tfar<>iigh the milt that himg over Mmi 
looked At Caroline, in hopes of drawiiq^ 
some encouraging omen from her coim**' 
ten^ce. — He had coine to this party* 
determined to say something that should 
explain to her his sentiments* *-*- Htt 
thought he could speak to her better in 
a crowd thato alone, — Now or never 1 
said he to himself. With desperate ef- 
fort,, and with an oppressed voice, he 
said • • • the very thing he did not mean 
to say. 

" Miss Percy, I never was so inclined 
in all my life to quarrel with ease of 
manner in any body as in you.'* — Then, 
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ecdrrecting himself,' and bldsbing deeply, 
be added, *^ I Jon*t mean tbat I don't 
-aldoiire your ease of manner in general — 
hxnt .^ . in sbort^ it is .impossible, I tbink, 
^at .witb your penetrzrtibn, you' can be 
ii\ any doubt asl» jiiy sentiments. — If I 
^Qgbt . • . .^* / 

;/ Hejv stopped •«bort--T-. he felt a» if bis 
Jlfe ;bi|i^ upon a tlu'^ad -^ as if the first 
Jpolc, tbe; first sgund of her voice^ th^ 
peict word spoken,, must. decide his fatei . 
-fr^'He longed, yet feared to see that^look^ 
a.fid to belir that word. ' . ^ .*. 

« '^ And I think it is impossible, that> 
with your : Lo'rd^p's penetration, you 
should mistake mine,.'* .said Caroline. 
» There was an Ingenuous s witness iif 
l^er lopkand voice, a iear of giving pain^ 
yet a resolittidni to be sincere, •— Xord^ 
William felt and understood it all;? — Ife 
saw there wUs na bc^.r— Caroline, beard 
from bim a deep sigh. — Witb great and^ 
painfiil emotion, in tba most calm vorte, 
she coi^Id command, but in the kindest^ 
tone, she added, '. % 
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- ^.For the setitimenta of regard and 
^cem yonr Lordsrhip has expressed for 
me, believe ine, lam Wuly grateftil . • . **' 
■- TVlirs/ -Orabstock uloTed toward them,* 
and OaroliDc p^u^ed. 
' 'Are y©ii to be at Lady Arrowsmith*s 
concert to morrow, my Lord ? " said Mrs/ 
Cvabstock, . who was now at liberty to 
ask questions, for even scandal will riot 
hold curiosity in cheick for ever. 
: " Are you to be at Lady Arrows mi th*Sj* 
my Lord, to morrow night?" repeated' 
^he, for her fii^t attack was unheard. 

"I do not know, indeed/* said he,- 
^r{ing fvom bis*' fit of absence. 
i Mrs. Crab^to^k persisted.' ^^ Were? 
yon at the opera last night, myLord ?-" - 
: ^^ I ifeally. Ma'am, do. not recollect.** * 
• '? Bless me ! *' cried Mf^* Crabstock. • - 
-..Ajid- " -Bleks me!'* cri^d Lady Jane. 
Granville, " we are to be at the Duchess* 
(Jf.:GTee'nwic^l's^biall^ Ci^oliiie, Aiy-dgar 
•^time for ns to mow: -^MyLord^ nkiihr^ 
rJbcmble your Lordsliip to ask4f^<^tir 
iparrwge is to be had ? **^ » ^ '* -^ ' '^ 
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Lord William^ before she had com- 
pleted the request^ obeyed. As they, 
went down the stair«case^ Lady Jane 
laughing ^aid, ^^ I am afiiiid I shall be 
as impertinently curious as Mrs. Crab* 
stock — I was gding to ask your Lordship 
whether you are engaged to morrow^ or 
whether you can come to us • • • to me ? '* 

" Unhappih/^^ — the accent on the 
word showed it was no expression oi 
course. *^ Unhappily I cannot — 1 am 
engaged — I thank your Ladyship/* 

Lady Jane looked back at Caroline^ 
who was a little behind her. 

•^ Though I could not recollect ia 
time to tell Mrs. Crabstock where I was 
last night, or where I am to be to mor*« 
row^" continued his Lordship, making 
an effort to smile, ^"^ yet I can satisfy 

your Ladyship 1 shall be at Tun- 

hridge.*' 

** Tunbridge !*• — cried Lady Jane, 
rtopping short, and turning to Lord 
William, as the light shone full ob h|s 
face — ^^ Tunbridge at this: season ? ^ 
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. ^^ All seMons are alike to vn^^'^jjl sen* 
sons and their qh^qge,** replied Lord 
William^ scarcely Icnowing what be an-* 
s^ered — the powers of m^nd. and body 
engrossed in suppressing emotion. 

They had now reached the bottom of 
the stair« ; a. shawl of Lady June's was 
no^ to be fonnd, and while the sei^afitf 
were searching for it, she and Caroline^ 
followed by Lord William, went into one 
of the supper rqomS;, which was open. 

** To TunbridgeT' repeated Lady Jane*. 
— -**Np, my Lordj yon mpst not leave us." 

^* What, is there to prevent me ? *• said 
Lord William^ hastily, almost harshly; 
for, though at the time he felt her kind- 
nefs, . yet, iir^sistibly under the power of 
his den^n, he said the thing he did not. 
xa^an; his voice and. look expressed the 
resveirse of what his heart felt* 

^^ Nay, if there isf lathing to prevent 
y^Hur Jjordsbip/* said. L^dy Jane, walk* 
i^ away With dignity, ^' I have, ouly to, 
W^sb your Lordship a good Joumey^^ 

V I would stay,, if- I. c^d ew a»Ji 
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thing to'kefep me/* said Lord Williaim — 
impelled^ contraiy to his better judgbaent, 
to appeal once more to Caroline's cxiun- 
ti^nance. -^ Then cursed himself for his 
weakness. - */ 

- Lady Jane, turning back, saw bis 
Lordship's look; and now> convinced^' 
thatf Caroline was to blame for all, re- 
proached herself for misinterpreting his 
words and manner. - 

*' -Well, my Lord," cried she, ^^ you' 
will not be in such haste to set out for 
Tiinbiidge I am sure, as to go before' 
you hear from me in the naorning. — Per- 
haps I may trouble your Lordship with 
some commands/ . .* ^: 

'- His Lordship bowed, and tsaid: he- 
should do himself the honor of waiting 
her Ladyship's commands. She pas^d^ 
on quickly towards the hall. Loi^ Wil*' 
Mam oflSered his ann to Caroline. . - *' 
• ^^ Lady Jane is^ my friend — shfe \^iH; 
Aot'.thfuk of' cferepionyj when', • .. '.;I 
must' speak to you, Mis& Peity • . . attd^ 
Have but a naotoent •..•'* - - 
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CuToline walked raofe slowly. 

^^ I thank yoQ, Mackm --^~ Yes^ I da 
thank ycMDi. — Mack pain yoa have given. 
— But as little as yon ooold* — * Bettap^ 

now than later. Like yonrself *--^ and 

1 thank yon for pi'eserving the idea of 
excellence in my mittd in all it*s inte- 
grity — in all • • . I shall detain you bnt 
a moment • • • Yon are not impatient*^^ 

^' No,** said Caroline^ in a tremnlous 
voice, yet, for his sake, as well as for the 
sake of her own consistency, trying to 

suppress raiotioD, which she thought he 

might misinterpret. 

' ^- Fear n9t— I shall not misinterpret ?*-* 

1 know too well what love is. — Speak 

freely of my sentiments to Lady Jane^ 

when I am gone— her friendship deserves 

it from me.' * ■' ■■ 
'He stopped-^he was silent— they came 

within view of the servants — he walked 

quietly to the carriage —- assisted her int^ 

it, pressed her hand — 
^^. Farewell — for ever,** he sai4 in a 

low voice, and let ijt go. ' 

VOL. IV. c 



The carriage-door was shnt. 
t '^^ Where to, my Lady?"~«aid the 
footman. --r^* The Duchess of Green widi's,^ 
, V home^ Caroline ? *' 

^* Oh ! home. If I may choose,** seM 
Caroline. 

^' Home!'" said Lady Jane.. 

And the moment the. glass was np^ 
^^ Caroline, my dear, tell me. this instant, 
what is all this between you apdLord 
William J -r— Is it as I hope ?-r-^pr, is it as 
I fear ?-— speak.'* 

Caroline could not, she uras in tears* , 

** What have you done ? -— If you hafsn 
said any thiiig irrevocable, imd xriibout 
consulting ine, I : never.. . . iiewr mtt 
forgive you, Caroline, -r-— Sj»ak at all 
evepts." 

Caroline tried to obeyber L^dyabip^ . ,. 
. *' Whlit have yo» doiij&i -r-Wb«t have 
you 9aidf" 

" I have said the truth — I bw^ dflWfl 
— I hope what I ought,'' ' sjbiI4 .Cajrpl^njB,^ 
-*— 7 " but I have giyen gvee^ pfun •- . • •'' 

Lady Jane now pe^qei^wg by. ke? 
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ik^ice {hat she tvas in sorrow/ 8}toke bo 
m4ire*ia angi^r, but cheeking herself, and 
^^iMmg^ng her tone, simI, 

" it 18 not irreinectiaUe, fciy dtor. — 
Wbaterer pain yon may iittve given, you 
koiKir the p»iit»er td give pl«ai«ore id still in 
your own hands." 
Carblioe sijB^ed-^^Alft^ ! Hb, Mosdam^ 



k-i«-«bt.* 



u 



Why so, my love. -^ He * will not 
leaw town in the morning without my 
icommttndi. ^'^'^ni I vLttiity6nr com* 
mand. — A note, a line, a word, 'wfll set 
idlto i%kts." 

^^ But that word I cannot say." 
' '^ l^iett let me 6ay ft for you. •— Triist 
ydlir flelld^ to me, I wffl bfe dimity' 
itself.-'^dfif y*i donU it?— 'Believe me, 
wMdtk 'a^-i wkh to ste yd6 ivUat . . . and 
whktit yofl dUght to 'be in society, V 
Witoitld ttdt . . . the^ it is, t)egging Lady 
FranoiiJ- Avlihgtoh's jiardbh] that '"Mrs." 
FaleOtt(»r utfd 1 *fer ih cfeiamctef esseq- 
*itdiyi uiid <fe J&hrf Hi cotrihle.—l w^iiljl^ 
never yield a point of' teal 'dfellcady;* T 

c 2 
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would not descend Ibe thousandth part 
of a degree from proper dignity, to make 
you — any more than to make myself-*-*^ 
Princess. Come, let me' see yon Entile 
— and now, without reserve, open yoifr 
heart, aqd tell me what yon wish to have 
done or said.** 
I. '^ Nothing, my dear Lady Jane.*^ > 

** Nothing ! my dear Caroline ! * ■ ' 

nothing can come of nothing, speak 
again.** 

^^ ] have no more to say-— I have said 
all I can say.** • * 

The carriage stopped at. their own 
door. 

^' We are all in the daik^** said Lady 
Jane ; ^^ when I l^ave more light, I shall 
be able better to tell what we are aboul^** 

^' Now I can see - as well as hear/' 
continued she, as« her woman met her 
with lights. — * " Keppel, you may go ta 
bed, we shall not want yon to ni^ght.*' 

^ Now, Caroline, take care — remem* 
ber youx countenance is open to me 
if not your heart.** , 
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'r « Botili^ ^botih arte open to you, my 
dijat friend/'' cried Caroline, ** And 
liord William, who^ tfBxd you deserved ft 
Horn himV desired me tb speak o^ freely 
ibr him; as for myself." 

• ^> H«*8 a noble 'crcfatnTe • • • lliere^a 
the difl^ence between reserve of cha- 
lacter, and reserre of manner -^ I always 
Mid 80.*-** Go on, my dear/* 

Caroline related every thing that had 
passed; and Lady Jane, when she had 
finished, said, , 

'* A couple* of children ! — .Bnt a con- 
pie, of charming children -*^ Now I, that 
have common sense, must set it all to 
rights^ and turn no prettily into yes'* 
. ?* It cannot be done" — said Caro- 
line, : 

^^ Pardon me> solemn fair one, it 
cam" 

^^ Pardon me, my dear Lady Jane, it 

must not be done." 

. ^^ ChUdren shonld not say must,** cried 

Lady Jane, inaplayfiil tone^ for never 

did she feel in more delightfnl spirits 
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fffi:: Carotine, lis ftb^r tbpiiigiiti ifneie 
MaJiMd ; '^ aod to cK>fi»pl0« ^i^ pkui*^ 
4ng^ ii^ry^ no .abstadci .moBMOiA^. Alt 
i^^id^ '^ bat the ChimM iiiiAhfltiV0£-paiiA^ 
^^ip Qf .etiqne^ H^P be witbdiMin, by 

Jane^ late as iti\ WA» nt jftighjh^ i»ok 
mpiarpfi*,,^. WTite a note to LordiWil^ 

** WbAt. are yon going tp do • ... m^ 
t Mk, my decir Madam ^" vwd^Qufo- 

** Mf d«ar M0dam^l »m.gmBgmy.<«im 

way -^liet <n»f alftDf .** 
" Bpt.if yon m«tn to wjite for jn« ; ." 
" For youf— N«t at aU — foe wyt^t 
'I Kteg.-io «^ L^rd WU^i» ia^thtlnom* 

ing, to trouble bim wi.tb my aamp 

** But serioii8ly> mj ,dfi*r Lady Jane^ 
: 4q not' gire hi»i'PnD«i(^i^wy ipaifiu-** for 

** So every ^ouog lady says— tlt^i!* 



mtka caafe-:<^f«r the fin« Hwee days** 
.--'1--^ Lad^ Jane wrote on as fost as she 
tolU^ ' • ' 

/ ^ Mj dear, lady Jane/ ciie4 Caro^ 
ime, aU^f^ng her Ladyship's hand—^'l 
am vfrndfattstiT ' . . ^t - 

^^ Soy then/* * cned Lady Jane^ init>a- 
tieiidy.*i-'^ Ycm ^ill;*nat trust ine-^ 
Yoob will not open yonr heart t0 vm, 
Carattnei'^ 

• • • 

*^ 1 do ; • • I baji^e trasted yon entirriy, 
mj dear liiend-^-My heart • • • I opened 
<o yon Kttig^ ago*^«:— ^ 

A dead panse-^and hlank constetna- 
tion in Lady Janets eonntenance.*— 

^ Bat siuttly • . . • since then it mast 
have ohaiiged t^ 
" Not iti the least;* 
•V Bttt it will change . . • let Lord WH- 
Kam try to change it.** 

Caroline shook her head — *^ It will 
nw^— I cannot — ^ 

' *^ And yoa won*t do this^ when I ask 
]t as a favor for my friend, my particular 
''friend?" 



^ I 
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'^ Excuse me^ dear^ kind Lady Jmc, 
I know ^on ijrisfa oxlj my faappHiea»> 
Wt this would make me unhappy -rU It is 
tbe only thing yoii coald ask .witibu wMch 
I would not comply.'* 

'' Then Til nefer ask any thing else 
while 1 live from ycra/v Miss Pfercy," 
cried Lady Jane, rising and throwing 
her pjen from her—** Ton are resolved 
to throw your happiness front' you — do 
so W ish your happinoBiipT-ryes^ J have 
wished it noxiously. — ard^ntlyr-.but »ow 
1 have done — You SLve determined to be 
perverse ai>d philosophical — Qood xiight 
to you*' — . ; \ 

Lacfy Jane s^atcfi^d np. her candle, 

and, in haste^ retired r Caroline, se|i- 

sible that all her Loidyship^s anger a,t tliis 
moment arose from warm afiection, was 
the more sorry to have occasioned it, 
and to feel that she could not, by yield- 
ing, allay it instantly — : ^ A sleepless 

night,: 

Early iu the morning, Keppel, hal^- 
dressed and not half awake^ came^ with 



PAtRONAGE. 33 

\6t Ladyship^s love, and b^ged to speak 
a word to Miss Percy. . 

^\Lovel^ repeated Caroline, as she 
went to Lady Janets apartment — '^ how 
kind she is I *' 

^^ My dear, you bave^ not slept, I see 

nor I either-— —hut I am sure yop 

have forgiven my hastiness .».."* said 

Lady Jane, raising herself on h^r piU 

low, 

Caroline kissed her affectionately* 
-*^ And let these tears^ my dearest Ca- 
roline,'' continued jUady jfane^ " be 
converted into tears of joy — frfr my sake 
— for your own family-^— for yonr own 
sake, my sweet girl, be advised^ and dou^d 
throw. away yoinr happiness for life > ■ * ■ 
Here's a npte from Lord WiUiam^^-r-hor 
waits my commander— that's all— ^-<4 
l4et'mebiily desire to see hipi^ 

^f On my .account ? I cannot,'* said 
Catoline — the tears streaming down .heiL 
face, though she spoke calmly. 

**:Then itii your pride to refuse thev 

c5 



maiii, for whom eve^y other yoong wmttati 
IS Sighing. • * 

" No, believe me that- t So n6t act 
from pride— ^I feelinone — I have no tekson 

to fed any — " 

*' No reason to feeT pride ! Don't yoir 

know ^ . . yes, ycmlcnoW as weH aij I da, 

that this is the mati of m^n-^^the man on 

whom tvtx^ mothefsr^ etery daughter's 

eye is fixed — The first nnftrarried nofale-*^ 

mfm no win England — the priase of priifesr 

. . i The nrost -excellent man you allow, 

and timv^^Iyr alfowed to he the mo9t 

agreeable:* '" . ■ 
<^&i4 if Be 4)8 not. ao tt> me;*^ said 

Caorblibe* 

• ^ That .can 011I5 . h« ieoanse . . ; yo» 

#ve-conseioaS'of the caUM, i^nolift&.. ^# 

]t-i9 ybarownfttcik/* 

''And therefcyre I> said, that I ftlt 1 

,^d no reaMD io . be p«o«id/*\ said. Caf O' 

liiia. . • 

'' Then h»ve ^raiisqfl to V ptxHsA:^ 

CMquer^this ^eaknpss, upd^hen 3^011^ iliay 
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l^ave causie to be proud -^ Yotti pi(|iie 
yourself on -bewg reasonable;- is it rea- 
iBohahle' to feave- your affisctKUis iii tbe 
possesion of a man; of whotn^ in all 
'bantuii probi(biiity, yon will never hear 
more?** 

*' Too pMbaMe^^ — said Caroline. 

*^ Aini will yon, you Caroline . Percy, 
like Lady Angelica HeaiMngham, leave 
yonr heart af tbe B»ercy of a foreign ad» 
venturerV\ 

** Oh stop, Ma'am,*' cried Caroling, 

pitting her band befoi^ L^dy Jahe's 

• ... 

mouth' — *^ don't say* that word, any 
lUfng d^e I could bear — ^Bttt if yon 
knew him .... edncation, character, 
manners . • • aO). yon woald not be so 
unjnst — " 

•* You know ... you toJd nie- you 
: ViNett ^ensftle you ought not to indulge 
i»ikh a'wdaikness, Carolme.'* 

^ I . did*— I am sensible of it 7 • . Xm 
•Jf<ta se^'I imi\ . .tmd'my best*; . :vx^ 
%gry besi'hftife \ ddne to drive him' -front 
n^ ' iiilttoKy -r^ And never, t^l I Vai 
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foTixd to make this «ompan«on, dki i 
reqollect . . . did I feel . . - ■ " Weak 
I n.ay W said Can>Hne, cbanging from 
gre9^t agitation to perfect decisioD — ^^ but 
widced I will not be— ^I will never nmnry 
one man^ and love another — My own 
happiness if I sacrifice; mine be the 
consequence. — bat I will never injure die 
happiness of another — Do not^ Madam^ 
keep that noble h^art^ this excelletyt 
Lord William in suspense—^ What are 
your commands ? " 

" IjJy commands ! *' ■■ ■ cried Lady 
Jane, raising her voice • • • • trembling 
with ai^er — ^^ Then this is your gratitude 
. . . this your generosity !'* 

•^ I must be just ^ -I cadnpt be gene- 
rous — ** * , 

*^ And this your ,affect4on for aH yom?. 
friends^ all who wish for your happincfsa..? : 
— You would sacrifice nothing • . ^ ^^Wkr 
l3simgrrP^$ not the slightest fimey^dia-- 
graceful fancy of your ow^^ to .pl#ask 
lihem-—- — when you know how ar4eittly to^r 

Ib/ej f^u^ to sect yoa V«I¥*)f mtP^V 
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, f^ Tq maorry to please others^ against 
my dwn inclination • • • against my own 
cbnscien<»9 mast be weakness indeed ~ 
self-ideception — * for if my . friendft wish 
my- happiness^ and I make myself mi- 
senMe^ how . can that please them I ■■■ ■ 
Any sacrifice I coold 



of 'principle^ I would But that I 

never will make, nor will my friends^ nor 
eb they desire it ... • Forgive me, dear 
Lady Jane/* 

" I never, will forgive yon,** interrapt* 

^d Lady Jane. — " Ring! — : yes, ri^g the 

bell — Apd when ning^ never ezjpect my 

forgiveness." .1 

It must be done, diongbt Caroliiles 

sooner or later ■ , 

" My compliment Rejfq^l, to Lord 

William,** said Lady Jane, ''. I bAve na 

conmiands to trouble him with . • • Stay, 

I mnit find aoaaething . r.,that parqel for 

Mr^. Bagget, TQnbridge*^'-*T-<*I.mn8t writo 

f • • I eannot write»** ; 

With great difficnlty, in the agitatioflb 
of hev miadmod hi9i4> 1U% Jane "w^nitm 



■m &ir. Ikies/ and holdilig die note' bp^ 
looked atCfnt^ne i t" <-a last appeal— *^«^ 
4a vain, t-^ 

1 *^ Take it, 'Ifeppd-^—Pm sorry L^ 
•WilKam's eemuit has 1)6an kept waitifig^ 
«--€ried her Ladyship, and suddeiiljr 
dosed :the%iii^ain.'---—^Cianolit)e rethml 
ioMyf hoping^ that L^y J^ne tijight 
sleep, attd dkep eiff h^r atigier «-^^— ^t 
Da«^Th& moranig past^^^^the day. past *^ 
and the sun went down npon her \i7aftlr« 
At tii^ht ^ would not, sb% conld 

wit go- <6tit "«ny> wliere; = ^CaroKae; 

flOBJb w^h her^^B^QT^d' » terrible ^te a 
t£te. -Lady Jane never spoke, Caroline 
tn0AaM>sB^ jpbuid, by afiectioiiat^ kitid^ 
ness of look and voire; and by contrite 
|;Mlde#^8S^ Itoi ^otti 'her - pei^rhed spit 
Ml. hid^ 3aM?^\iif^ adiMtted^^ of dQ 
a|M^ationv%«fr'dkkpp6iii{&eiit increased 
thi ffiiofe'sM feflecfett> ami Ute more sbi- 
lllbaglrtof^ what otliers woAlftHEbInk) i£ 
they could know it' — ^A<^-tlinh.^tli«f 
^SA-nt^fkok, tnight vevhr kndw%': .... 
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^bffiPttf : LiOvd WiUiAifalar.setret).. r;*tva» 
-ffB^-ndcliliiiMnd' mortificatioiiJ— *«««*«It 'WAfi 

4i&e-pexceived«iii:beriLi2iflysliifi -unf ^ao^ 
i(m (tho .better^. T3m firstt: fiBLVwMie 
Sfmapilamn w» .lier igivkig. ;venfr' t(i hw 

^entmiMs-^^' • • . ' ' '•*' 

mw i^jtut ^dunking cf wiiitit)g^t6< yo«|r 
father . • . When Iniigtft' have caiprfett 
joa home in tiiamph^ Lady William 

A dake in all hmnan probability 

*«— *^ A dachess . • . absoliitcfly a duchess 
yeti tifight have been « « « And -such a 
well-informed — snch an amiable' man ! 
^— every thing your own family could 
lia;re wished!— —And Rosamond! — Ah, 
|KK>r Rosamond -^ RosamK>nd, you little 
know! • . . And nobody will ^ver know— 
Mo creature will ever be a bit the wiser 
*■ ■ ■ ' " Ifyoo would hare let him even come 
ix>a declaratioo — properly^ decently to a 
declaration— ^*-^ Let him attend you in 
pbHic 'Onee or twice, your declared ad- 
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rinirer What harm cotdd it possiblf 

. have done him^ yon^ or any body I ■ j -i . 
Then there would have bieen some credit 
■at least — and some comfort to me . 
Bnt now^ at the end of the campaign^ jaat 
where we were before -^The season over^ 
and au ^out du compter \mAet Lady Jane 
Granville^s chaperanage, the beantifol 
MissCarpline Percy has received on^ pro- 
posal and a quarter ! Nby while I Krci 

1 wiD never forget it." i 
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^o Uisim event than Alfred's marriage, 
uo event calling less imperatively npon 
bet feeliagSs conld have recovered Lady 
Jane*8 sympathy for Caroline. Bnt Alfred 
Percy^ who had been the restorer of hc^ 
fortancy her friend in adversity, Ivhat 
pain it ivonld give him to find her, at 'the 
moment when he might expect her cotf* 
gratttlatians/qnarpelling with his sister-^ 
that sister, tcm, who had left her home, 
where she was so happy, and Hungerford 
Castle, where she Was adored, on purpose 
to tend Lady Jane in sickness afnd ob- 
scurity! — ^ 

Without being put exactly into these 
words, or, perhaps, into any words^ 
thoughts such' as ihese, with feelings of 
gratitude and a&ction, revived fw O^ 



/ 
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xoline m Lady Jane's mind the moment 
she heard of AlfredV intended mar- 
iiafe. — 

** Good yoang man! — Excellent 

friendl— ^W^!-Jtellra« a»- about It, 
my dew." — — 

It was the first time, that her Ladyship' 
,bfur fluid ^dkio' te'Cbrofimr Mn«e the 
iday of tb«ffirti|J BefbadL 

€|Bi1olifl« w«e toNMfied .lajr ^s word df 
tit9i!!dA.cflittiqii,^ aiid ito/teura it brcmg&t 
kxUi h«r «;Mr ooinfkMly eievdHo^ Lb% 
J$i»t r-'lvinr Imetity irip^ ber bwa» -»•*«- 

'^ Sa^ My i^eur HQab«liiie; ..... ;wli«# 
-iwwe We^,-— riijHt me ;ahodt7i)ttr hto- 
-th«r^:inrirHfl|^ . » . ; wiuiris k to be ff^ 
.HoWkM Jt<[b4«D;hnm|^t aheltt^~^tfae^ 
itml hfiiitd <!f 'th^IiddMtefs was Uie.^dod 
;JPeaii'8 4«atb .^ . .: . ^ .1 n^nanHer pityii% 
4be4i !«ei^«Mtoh>-rr- Were thty not left 
in straiteaed circamstancesy tee ^-^ Will 
iMSeed h»i>k «a7 fbt^ne with Mia» Lei- 
,«is«iter I — Tdl xae ertery thing . . . . . 
.Read ote his Iettea«." -«r- 
• To gp. back ta Doctior Ldcesiep^ 



'l^ib..'^^ ^r-r sQfRf ou»ntiw hitf pAtfer- 

>lDQ|ci)^ wero kejtf ip. ft^yKtt^— 'Maagr 

34«K xtam^d, •r ti^«qehil qf> i»k lately to 

^acc«e^ ]biin. •; Xhje DcMMsry. was . m 

^H^ popyied-.iDt ptt -all aUtMr for.ftiiiub, 
-and irJ4iMU£:iifit4f)Si) t«»ia»-«eiii»te8t Unit 
-fif.iW tapp{«tobii(»£ itibiitrf -rHrr-:BBit-t-^ 

-|l Wli at > W!HMit|E lofitMMt^ IbniBfljF given 
(qH[KvBiiiwl|b.iaild4n JwitBi4aisitfiaii ofioar- 

. t w i a : w ff i mgt iimwittf.jiwr i^Q«efe^:totMi:«e 
•rfmnM: Mlifm numltrn.'ivsie 4>liHg«Aito 
,j^bJ4Bt» » fi)KHDiif);bM)> UM0 ago btan 
^Vfm, to . jBj«|ifl|priPlA)r^ r^ thiit bi9 iraecMd- 
,4AM^P9 ^ t)i« Demxty. tkw^ ibe 

Bi|b$9>« ^9 ha4'pn)tnMe4 itbe ili»i^ to 
. Ili^^^^s .ImtbfMiCb n<%w iMreMO)taA> k fo 



y 
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To: become • a dean^ ' was oneei tlSfe ^ 

height of Bnckhfirit^s fcrnbition, tht^, for ^ 

which^- in a^ Inometit of elation, He I 

prUyedj /scarcely 'hoping thM l^is wish^ < 

would ev«r 'tob^fuMlUed^-' yet now that his ^ \ 

with was aooompKihedi *nd that hi'hMl \ 

attained this height of his ambition^ w^iis \ 

he happy } -^ No t—^ far from it ; farther | 

Aan ever. -^-^ How c6nld he be happy -^ 
dissatisfied with his coiidtl4ctj and ctetest^ 
ing his wife. — ^ Invthe very iict of selliiig 
himself to thin* beldam, -— he abhorred 
his own meattttess ; but he did not know 
how m\xA reasoR he skoAld have to 'H» 
penty till the deed was^ doiie^ Jt was 
done iua fanrry, with fill the pret^ita*^. 
tita of a mtti> who hates himself • f6r 
what < he fiselB fore^d to do. Unnsed to 
hurgain and sale in any way, in mar- 
*riage nevei^ having thongfat of it befbre, 
Backhurst did not tai» all precantittAs 
necessary, to make his sacrifice answer 
his own pnrp^se; He did not fuKy hnow^ 
he coald not' conceive^ the avaricions. 
tamper and habits of his lady, tiU he was 
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lierspast redemption. Whatever acees* 
slcoi nf income he obtained from his mar- 
d9ge he lived np to ^ immediately, his 
^tablishment, his expenses surpassed bis 
reTooae* ■ His wife woidd not pay or 
«i4l«ui^e a. shilling beyond hir stipnfaited 
qiMta to their domestic ^peiises. — He 
q^^^U not bear the parsimonions manner^ 
id wbtcb she ivoold have had faitn live^ 
or the shabby style^ in which she receive 
^ his fdends. Herwas more proAise 
Bji.. proportion as she was more nig«> 
gar4}y9 and whilst she sedkied and 
grodged. evfsiry penny slie paid> he ran 
iQ debt magnanimously for hnndred*. 
\i^b^ the living and the deanery, came 
i«ito his possea8ion> the second year's 
fnxiij^' had been, eaten befwe hand* ' *■- 
jMb^ney he must have, and money his wile 
wiMi4' not give — hot a litigious * proctor 
si^c^ed to him a plan for. raisingit^ by 
deD^nding a eon^erable sum from the 
^te^Rtors of the late Dr. Leicester for 
wimt is. called MlapiMim. The parson^ 
jlgerhonse seemed t9 be in good repair^ but 
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to niake aot charges of dirapidafidnf W«Bs' 
not diffiooh to those, who naderstood the 
business — and fifteen 'fanndi^d pounds- 
were the charge presently made out against' 
th^ ^xecMors 6f the late incumbent. " ■ 
lib was iavidiooay it whs odibuif for tbe> 
xieiw^vicar, in die face of his parishSMoi* 
ers, of fdl thbae who }oved and* i«9|>ected^ 
his predecessor, to begin by making siich' 
2^ . demand. -^ Especially a^ it Was well 
known,: that the late l>ean hiid not'S8\*ed ' 
aay of the inoonie of his prt^metit^ but" 
Had diipbiied of ^it antis^gsir hi« 'parisbiciki^ * 
en as a steward fer the pdOlr^ He hiad' 
left' hk iUnily in nanttiw diieutn Aan^es^ ' 
They w;ere: pvood olF bis tirttiesi And noif' 
ashanvedof tfaecdn^queBces.' Witbdigiliiy 
8ttd~ease 'they retrenchtd their eKpeti^^ ;'^ 
aod^ftar hairfifg liv<^as b^oifihfe^hd PjithTiy 
of a digidtaiy dB thb chnreb; to qiiitting 
tlfe pataoiiage,'the'v(^ow aiid herni^ce' 
retired to a small hdbltttf ion sttit^'^to' 
theh- altered* ok^ufifrtam^^, anid' •HVSd' 
with iMpectable'antt' re^peeted* «c^f)bhiy. ^ 
The clk^tge brohglit' agirfngt them b^ 
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Jkmi £a}cxmar \nM an imexpected blow. 
It was MnextartioUj to which Mrs* Lei- 
oesfer woold net mfamit -^ could not with*- 
out ii^vry, to bc7 ntsce, froin whose for- 
tese the «nin d^piiiedy if yielded^ must* 
t)e4edaeted. 

Al%ed Percrjr^ frbm-thQ first nottietit of 

tiieir distress, hom the tldle <^ good' 

BesBi Leicester's ddftth, had heen assidn^ 

ous-in^ his- atti^itioins to Mrs* Leiicestei^ 

^Kid by Aft ittost dftdiobale letters, and 

whcfn^vef .lue^ coold • gtit- away 'iroB» 

liondof> by, Ms visits to her asd to bi^ 

Sd|]iiia> had prov^ fWe warmtb and con^ 

«taticy'o£ hlsjMachment, — Some tikont!i» 

had flMiw passed, h^ j»gbd hlfel smt, and 

besottght Sophia t)o longer to d^iay his 

happia^s. M«p.' Leio«stei^ widb^d^ Hkat 

her »ece-shoi^ now gtoo 'herself « p^o^ 

Ij^ctor'and fi^iend, ifho might eoHiole herf^ 

€9r idbe^pteld 9hehadioM« — «^ kwasatthis^ 

period :the ^iUapiitLt^ ohqt^'v^ks^ made^ 

•i*'-^ Mifti/LekeSler laid thf whole> istate^ 

ment };i^eir^ MheA^ dwlaiingnOiat^for bi^ 

0like, b3' well .as ^fbr hex 'nifJae's^ she "Was 

iwolttt& W dd%nd ' tfWMi^ agMttst itij^^ 
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lice. Alfred could scardtlf bring himself 
to beliere, that Backbnrst Falooner had 
acted in the manner represented^ with a 
rapacity, harshnes$> and cruelty, so oppo« 
site to his natural dispoeition — FaoHs 
Alfred well knew that Buckhnrst'bad ; 
but they were all, he thought, 'of cjiiite a 
diflkrent 8ort from those, of which he jmW 
stood accused. What was to be. dcMie ? 
. I ■ Alfred was , extremely averse from 
^oing to law with a man who was his re- 
lation, for whom, he had early felt, and 
still retained aconsideraUe regard*— Yet 
he could not stand by and see the woman 
he loved defrauded of marly half ihe 
small fortune, she possessed. On the 
other band, he was employed as a profes- 
sional mab, and called upon to act. He 
determined, however, before he should^ 
as a last resource, es^pose the trudi and 
maintain the right in a court of justice, 
previously to try every means of concilia- 
tion in his power. To all :his letters 
Qean Falkxmer answered evasively and 
unsatisfactorily by inferring him to m 
prector or liis ^attorney, iato whose hands 
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he «ttd. he . had pot tbe bosihess, aiid 
l)e kmw, and wished nothing more aboot* 
it. — — ^ The attorney — Solicitor Sbarpe, 
was iiBpracticaUe -^ The. proctor was as- 
bad* — Alfred re^oWed to see the Dean 
himsrif. -*- And tbi& aAx^r mnch diflicnlty 
be at length e&cted. — He fonnd tbe 
Dean and his lady tSte-Mete. — Their 
raised Toiees suddenly stopped short- as 

be entered. r The Dean gave an angry 

bxAMit his servaiit as Alfred came iiita 
the room. — 



cc 



Your serrantS)*^ said Alfired, '' told 
me^ that yoa were not at home, bat I told 
&em^ that I knew Dean Falconer would 
be at home to an old friend.*' 
. ^^ Yon are very good • . • • (said B^ck^ 
burst) -^ you do me a great deal of liquor/' 
said the Dean. 

Two diffeient manners appeared in tbe 
sauie person^ one natural — belonging, tp 
fats fo^er, the other i^somed,. proper, 
ashethooght^ for his present self«:-«or 
rather for his present situation. 
^ vot. IV. n 
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: " Won't you be seated ?....! hopd all 
Qur friends . . . /' .... Mrs. Buckhnrst^ 
pr as she was called^ Mrs. Dean Faleo* 
ner, made divers motions, with a Very 
ugly chin^ and stood as if. she thought 
tliere ought to be an introduction. — The 
D^an knew it, but being ashamed to in- 
troduce her, determined against it— 
Al%ed stood politely in suspension, wait- 
ing their mutual pleasure. 
, ^^- Won't you sit down^ Sir ? " repeated 
tlie Dean. 

. Dowi^ plumped Mrs. Falconer dirert- 
ly, and taking out her spectacles, as if 
to. shame her husband, by heightening 
the contrast 6f youth and age, deliberately 
put them on.;. then drawing her table 
nearer, settled herself to her work. 

Alfred, who saw it to.be necessary, 
determined to use his best addreiss to con« 
ciliate the lady. 

" Mr.. Dean, you have never yet done 
fne the honor to introduce me to Mrs* 
, Falconer." 
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'' '^ I thougbt .... I tbonght we bad 

met before .... &ince Mrs. Falconer 

— Mr. Alfred Percy." 

The lady took off her spectacles,- smil- 
ed, and adjusted herself eyi<letitly with 
an intention to be more agi-eeable.t Al- 
fred sat down by her work-table, directed 
hi$ conl^ersatioti io her^ and io6n talked, 
or rather, induced bef to talk hffs^f 
into fine bumor. Presently »be retired 

a « * 

to dress for dinner, and ** hoped Mr. 
Alfred Percy had no intention of run- 
ning away— */ic had a wdl- aired' bed to 

offer bim.''^ ., , , 

* The Dean, though he cordtelly -haterf 
Ms lady, was glkd for hk own sake, 
t6 be relieved frc^ her fits of crossness; 
and was pleased by AlfVed^s paying at- 
tention to her,' as thi§ was a sort of 
Inspect to Himself; and what he seldom 

• • f • 

met withjt' from -those yoftng men who 
had been his coi^p^nions before his mar- 
riage.— They usually treated- his lady 
with a neglect or ridicule, wWch reflected 
^rUiinly* xkpojx hc^r hu^b^nd. 

D 2 
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Alfred never yetjbad touched upon hi.*! 
businessj^ and Buckhurst b^ga^ to think, 
this was merely a 'friendly visit.. Upon- 
Alfr^'s observing some alteration^ which 
had been lately made in the rooqgi in 
ivbich they were sitting, the Dean tpqU: 
}fim, to see other improvements in the 
bouse; in pointing out these^ aad all. 
the flqnveniencies ajnd elegsgicies about, 
the P^rson^ge^ Biickhnr^t totMly forgQt, 
the dihqndAtion ;fuit ; and every thing be 
^K^we'd. and said tendedl unawares to. 

m 

piloVe, that the house was in the most 
perfect repair, and best condition po^- 
mbHe. — Gi'adually, whatever solemnity, 
and beneficed pomp, there bad at Urst 
appeared in the Deuu's manner, woce^ 
qI^ or was litid aside ; and, except hh; 
being som^who^ more corpuknt and rvb^. 
bicmnd thl^n in e<tr]y years, he i^peai^ed. 
liki^^the prigiiial BuA^hxirsit. — His gayety. 
of heart, indeed,. 1^9^ gone, but some, 
spaiikles of hi9 fiV^t spirit^ reu^iained. , 
^^ Hiere/' said he, ahowicig Alfred into 
tiis study.— *^ Hfine, lis ortr foeid firiend^ 



Mr. Blank said 'When he> s^wed' us his 
study^ ^'Rere is ti^Aere* I read all day long 
- — quite' snug — and* nobody^'S a bit the 
wiser for it; ••^ '' 

The ]>&an. seated Bimseif in his com- 
fortable atm chair. 

" Try that chair> Alfred, excelletit for 
'$leepitig:'iaatone*iease. 4 

'''To r«st the CHthioa and soft Deaa kiyite/' 

" Ahr said Alfred ~« Often have 1 
sat HI liiis ehahr with any exeellent friend 
Bean Leicester ! *• ^ . 

The new Dean's countenance suddenly 
jdianged — bnt endeavoring to pass it off 
with a jest, he said, ** Ay, poor ^bod 
old Leicester, he sleeps for ever *^ that's 
Tme comfort —to tnfe — if not to yon'. ' ■■■ ' ' 
flut perceiving that Alfred edntitmed to 
look seridus. — Th^ Diein' 'hdd^d Some 

' ■• , * 

**iriore projper reflections in :atoi<eOTtt- 
clesiastical sentiment, and with a sigh "Of 
decomm. — Then rose^ for tie smelt that 
•the^Y^rjE^lsfaffen ^leiY ^^w ' • 
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" Would not you lik^, Mn F^.cy/tb 
wash your hands before dinner J*** '.,\\ 

** I thank you^ Mr. Detfn^ I. must de- 
tain you a moment to sp^aU.to lypu'w 
busings.'* , ' ; ,- 

Black as Erebus grew the. face of the 
Dean-^h^JiJ^d no resource ■ but to listen, 
for Jie knew it would rpjuie after dinner, 
if it. did not come now; and it was as 
well to have it alone in the study, where 
;ixpbody ijaigbl be u bit the ^' jser. • » 

Wlien AltVedr had stated the wbolf qf 
what he had to say, which he did in as 
Jew; 'and strong wqr^ as possible^ ap- 
pealipg .to the justice and. feelings qf 
Bp^khurst-T- tathQ fears, which the Dean 
most., have of beiug exposed, Hud olti- 
.jnate)j[^ defeated in a court of justice -7- 
*/ Mrsi Leicester:" — concluded he — 
V is determined to maintain- the suit, 
^pd b^s. employed me to. carry it on for 
her/V 

-*' I shoald very. Ijttle have expect- 
ed" said the Dean, " that Mr. Alfred 
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Vercy-would haVe been employed in such 
a way against nie^ 

^^ Still less should I hiive expected, that 
I qoajd be called, upon Id such a Tray 
figainst you," — replied Alfred — " 'Nb 
of^e can feel it luore than I do. The 
oliject of my present visit is, to try 
whether some accommodation may nut 
be madej which will relieve as both from 
the necessity of going to law^ and may 
prevent me from being driven to the per- 
formance of this.mostpaiiifol.pxofessional 
duty," 

" Duty! professional duty!" repeated 
B\ickhtt(st — '^ as if I. did not understand 
all those cloak*V)6rds^ and know ' how 
easy it is to put them on and off at 
pleasure r* 

'^ ,Xo some it may be^ but not to mcj? 
S4^ Alfred, calmly. ^ - 

;, Anger started into Buckburst's counr 
teiiance — but conscious how ineffica- 
cft9u^ Jt would be, and how completely 
j|ie had laid himself open — the Dean an- 
swered^ . . 
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^* Yoa ore tbe best jadge^ Sir.-— Bin 1 1 
trust . • . . thougli I • don*t pretend to 
%Dderstand the honor of lawyers-~I tnist 
\as> a getttlemaii^ yon will not take advan- 
tage against the in this snit, of any thing 
"Sky openness has 'shown yon about the 
'Carsonage.'' 

" Yon trust ligiitly, Mr. Dean,**— re- 
l^ikd Alfred in his tura^ ifi^ith a look 
Tiot oFanger^ but of proud indrguation -^ 
>^ Yea trast rigiitiy/Mr. Dean, anfd as I 
Ubodild have expected, that one who has 
had opportunities of knowing me so weH 
iM^ttotmtt/' 

: ^^ Tb«tj% a clear answer/* Mid Buck- 
fairs t-w.^^ Sat !h0w could I teli I — io much 
j^ke^Mg >^#es on in et«ry profession -^ 
how could I tell, that a lawyer wottid )>• 
Aioce cotocientious than another man ^ 
-— But now you assure me of it -^ I tidce 
it trpon your word, and believe it in your 
case. -**^ Atout the accommodation — ac- 
tommodation means money, does not it i 
-^frankly, 1 have not a shilling. —^ But 
Mrs. Falconer is all acwmmodation — Try 
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%Ilftt yod can do with her -^ aiM by tlie 
Ivay yoa l3egan^ I ^houkl li^pe yoii 
would do a gresit d^eal/* ^ sckled iie^ 
lauding; 

Alfred would not t)edeitake tof spedi: 
to liis lady^ tinlessr ^e Bmb wooM, vn 
tii^ iiMt in^tance^ make soMB sabrifioe. 
'^li^ represent^d/that be wasmot >aiikiog 
^•fiibney, but £dv avdioiqiiisfatQetit ^oF a 
^^Ittim, ivhii^b W apfu-ehended not iobt 
3d6tly-dbe — ^^^Atid tkehilf QM ishuSl 
wer'makl^ of ^hat 9»ou bA^e stiownone 
9i4re^ iB to prtBs upon your fediDgs^ ia$ 
f db» a!t tiUft teanMMt^ tba pvWQptibn a«id 
conviction of the injustice of that claiib, 
i^AjAcik 1 am per&aaiied yo»r iawyera^only 
in^tigatud; and tliat iyod >4knlL abon- 
diiwn/ * * ' ''' ■ ' 

fiti^khiiMt bagf^KltiA.M^ tdbe.ipoii- 
suaded of any such thing. T}ie\ihsiih 
^ikm^Wf aiitaffeonitty; xyfc dF; a proctor^ 
%tt;labg)ihig «ai^ wn notfjoi dafw/ciMiitdd 
4b^»8li|^alaMi/jdf tbs 4letll«t^9it;ifllw;nD 
iakiivtailied usf fiaefio^I -miiliito»tteTbaiC 
liiifttOf jbdi^idlticabt atickKtMiftit^eH^, 

D 5 
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wliatevbr 6gare they ^night make with. .41 
jury in criminal case; — with an eloqneiiC 
jadvocate*s hand on his breajit. > > 

Alfred let Buckhurst go on with hi^ 
Tain wit and, gay rhetoric, till he had 
nothing .more -to . say, knowing that h^ 
.was hiding' .eonscionsfiess of unhand^oo)^ 
conduct. — Sticking 'firmly to his point, 
Alfred showed that his client, though 
gentle, was resolved, and that, witbont 
Bttokhurst yielded, law must take it's 
'Course. — -that, though be should nevier 
give any hint, the premises must b^ 
inspected, and disgrace and cjefeat must 
follow. 

* Forced to be seHous^ fretted wd har- 
ried, for the half hour bell befQr^ dinner 
had now rutig, and the Dean's stomach 
began to know canonical . hopes, hf^ ex- 
•claimed, . . 

/ '^ The upshot of thewkole bnsitiesa i% 
that Mr. Alfred Percy is in loye> I U9- 
derstand, - with Miss Sophia, 
and. this fifteen huodred pounds, 
Ike pushes me to the bare wall to relin; 
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<}iiisb, is eventually as part of hei: fortune 
to become his. — Would it not have been 
as fair to have stated this at once ? '*. 

«« No— 'because it would not have beeti 
the truth/* 

" No ! — You won't deny that'you are 
in love with Miss Leicester f" 

*^ I SLm as much in love, as fnan can be, 
with Miss Leicester,— but' her fortune 
k'nothing to me, for I shall never touch 
it." 

^' Never toiu:h it — Does the aunt r— 
Uie widow -^ the cuonipg widbw, refuse 
consent ? " . i 

" Far from it, the aunt is all the 
aunt of Miss Leicester ^hcruld be -*^ all 
the widow of Dr. Leicester, ought to be. 
' — -But her circumstances are not what 
. they ought to be, and .... by the liber- 
ality of a friend, who* lends nie a house^ 
tl*eut free, and by the resources of my 

.frofessiQHt ^ ^^ Me^ better able tlmn 
Mrs. Leicester: is, to spare fifteen hundred 

^-pQUiids -*- therefore, in the recovery of 
thb money I have no persona) int^rett. at 
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preseitt. — I shall never iseceiirc it frofBt 
*bef." 

^ Noble ! JlTdble ! — just wbat I coiilif 
iiave done myself — once *— w{i8t a *c<m- 
trasf!— — '^ 

Buckhnrst laid £iis head dfotm xxpoti his* 
arms -ftst on t6e tatile, and remained for 
Bome moments silent ■ ' l^en^^ starting- 

**^ PU never claim a penny from bfer' 

ril give it all up to you f '■! will 

if i sell my band for it, by Jovc.**^ 

^' Ofa ! what has your father to answer^ 
ibr> t^bo forced yott into the cfmrch f'^' 
Aought Alfred. 

• •' My dear Buckbnrst/* saH he, ** iftf : 
'dear Dean •..../* 

" Call me Bnc&hnrst^ if you love me/'^* 

^^ I do love you, it is impossible to he^: 

4t, I'D spite of — — '' *> 



" AH my faults — Say it out — Say it 
M^ut ■ io spite of your consciencey' 
^added Btvckburst, trying to laugh t 

^^ N«rt in spite of my conscience^ hot in 
^if%r of yours/' said Aified, iigeein^ 
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'uliose bitter dictates yoa hme been 

compelled all yonr life to act.** 
" I have so, but tbafs over. What 

remaiiis to be done at present? I am 
'in real distress for five htindred pounds. 

A)>topos to your being engaged in tfai^ 
-ditipidation «nit, yon can speak to Mrs. 
'Falconer abont it^ Tdl her I havegiven 
tip tbe thing : And see what she 

wiUdo." 

Alired promised he would speak to 

Mrs. Falconer. — ^ And, Alfmk, when 
ycfa see your sister Caroline, tell her that 

Tam not in one s^ise tmckk a wretch .... 

^^ite as • .... she thinks me. Bcft 

'tell 'her that I am yet ^ gtester wnetch 1 .. 

. . . intfnitely mot^ miserable ^tiban.'she^ 
•I hope, can conceive —^beyond redemp- 
tion—beyond endurance miserable;* ^ 

He turned away hastily in an agony of 

miiid# Alfred ^hut ike dtor and^etoaped. 

^c^re^ly Hble ta bear his ownreoiotiini. . » 

Witen «faey '4(iiet it dinner, Mrs. Bbm 

^alconef was an^tered ^person <<^iier tub* 

jst^mAy monifig M^uttie 4iiid Jmlt-woKh 
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shawl ' being cast aside, she i^pear^d * ia 
bloom-coloured gossamer gaiize,and priii^* 
rose ribbons, a wDuld-^be-youDg lady. ^^ 
Notjnng of that curinndgeon look, or 
old fiiirj cast of face and figure, to which 
he had that Eaorniug been introduced, 
but in their place ronge, and smiles, and 
all the false brilliancy,- which rouge can 
igive to the eyes, proclaimed a determiuar 
tion to be charming. 

The Dean was silent and scarcely eat 
any thing; though the diiiner wa$ exc|&}-> 
lent, for his lady was skilled in the cik* 
.linary department, and in favor of iVlfred 
i)ad made a more hospitable, display thaii 
she usually condescended to make far. her 
husband*s friends. There were Bo' o(he^ 
•guests,' except a young lady, companion 
-to Mrs.' Falconer. Alfred was as agree^ 
able and entertaiQing as ciKumstaoces- 
permitted; and Mrs. Buekburst Fal- 
coner, as soon as she got out of the. 
diuitig-room, even before she reached 
the drawing-room, pronounced him to 
;b€ a most polite and accomplished 
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jm^an,* veYy different indeed from tli6 com^ 
man rutiy or the nsual style of Mr. Dean ■ 
"Ftdcotier's dashing bachelor beanx, who 
in her opinion were little better than 
brnte bears. 

At coffee^ when the gentlemen joined 
the ladies in the drawing-^room^ as Alfred 
was standing beside Mrs. Falconer, me* 
dilating liow and when to speak of the 
object of his visit, she cleared the ground 
by choosing a topic of conversation, which 
at last fairly, drove her husband odt of 
the room. She judiciously, maliciously, 
or accidentally began to talk of the pro- 
p6sal^ which she had heard a near tela* 
tion of hers had not long since made to a 
neair relation of Mr. Alfred Percy's;— 
Mr. Clay^ of Clay Hall, her nephew, had 
proposed forMr. Alfred's sister, Miss Ca- 
roline Percy. — ^She. was .really sorry 
tbe match was not ta take, place, for she 
had heatd a very high character of the 
young lady- in every- way, and her tie- 
phew was rich enough to do without fop- 
tiyao w- Not hut nrfaat that wi^uld be xery 
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^K^ceptable to all men — e^pecidly 7<Hiil|$ 
dtnen, who are now mostly all for ttiMey 
iostead of nU £i^ Ito^ve— ^ £icceptin th% 
cusB of very first rvte- extraordinary 
beauty, which therefore makiog a wonia^ 
^ prey just Ifts-xDiich one as tbe oilier^ 
inigbt be . deenaed a misfortcme as gre«t^ 
titoQgh hardly quite, Mrs. Buddburst seid^ 
M'She hftd ibund agreatfortaAe id her 
0wa partifnilar case. The;iBVoli»tkin of 
meamng in these senteiac^ reoderiiig it 
noteasy to be nniletstood^ the Deali 8te<Mt1 
it pretty well^ only stirring his coiBfee, 
and observing .that it was. cold; but wheir 
bis iady went 00. to a string ef interhiga- 
toiies about Aiisf Camliae Percy -** oiD» 
the ool0iir of her ejts aiid Imxt — ^ize of 
lier moutk and: hose — reqiliiting in^hbrt 
4 ramplete \faill ifength . .portvail: of lii^ 
fo»«g. lady, 'poor Budkhssst set down) 
Ida cop^ .and .pfeading. bB9ine8S in bis- 
fllody, loft the, field opeii -to. Alfred. \ 

^^ •N^ar^ajgbtedTglasMsl Do yt^ii nmtft: 
jgt&^ l^bmir Mt Peroy ? '* . »id M». Hekp 



PATROKAGfi. %6 

fixed upon her spectadks^ which liiy ^n 
the table. 

^' No ! he never nsed them he thatiked 
her^ he was rather far-sighted than short- 
sighted.^ She internally commended his 
pcditeness in not taking them up to verify 
her a^sertion^ and put them into het 
podcet to avoid all fntnre danger* 

He saw it was a favorable moment^ 
and entered at once into his business'*^ 
beginning by observing, that the Deavi 
#a8 much ont of spirits.— —Hie mo- 
ment money was ttmdied itpon^ the cni^ 
tn«dgeon look retaltied upon the lady, 
and for some tune Alfred had great dif* 
ficulty in making himself heard ; she 
pontcxl foi*th soch compk^ta ^^ against 
Ae eattra^'aganee of the Dean, wMi IsMs 
of ^e debts she had paid, the siuns she 
bad given, and the vow she had made 
tiever to go beyond the weekly allowance 
she had at the Ust settlement agreed to 
give her husband.'* — 

Alfred pleaded strongly the expense of 
Taw, and the. certainty, in his opinion, of 
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i^tiniat^ defeat, with the being obliged to 
pay all the costs, which would fall upon 
thq Dean. T- The Dean was w^illing to. 
withdraw his claim — he had promised to 
dp .so,, in the most handspnie uiannejc^ 
and therefore Alfred said, he felt p^'tir 
€citai<ly anx ions, that he. should uptJiip 
distressed for five hundred pounds, a 
sum for which he l^new Mr. Falconer 

was imnGiediately pressed. He ap? 

pealed tq Mra. Falconer's generosity.— r 
He had been desired by the Dean. 1)^ 
sp^k to her on this subject, otherwise b§ 
should npt have pi^sunie4-r- and it was a.f 
a professional man, and a near reUtioni 
that he now took the liberty : *— t This wa^ 
the first transaction he had ever had with 
her, and he hoped he should leave tb|9 
vicarage impressed with a sense of her g^^ 
nerosxty, and euabjed to dp her justip^ 
in the opinion of those, who did npt 
know her. . , 

" That was very little to her,'* she 
bluntly said — ** She acted only ^p to her 
own notions-T-Sbe lived only for herself.'* 
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** Aurf'for her bnsband. — Love," Al- 
fred Percy said, "he was assured was sw- 
perior to money in her opinion. — And 
after all, my dear Madam, you set me 
tbe example of frankness, and permit me 
to speak to you without reserve. — What 
can yofu, who have no reason, you say, 
to be |ileased with either of your nephews, 
do heitter with your money, than spend 
it while you live, and. for ' yourself, in 
securing happiness in the gratitude and 
dfection of ' a husband,' who, generous 
himsellv will be peculiarly touched and 
aMtthed hf generosity/' '. 

The words, Lm^, generosity, generous, 
sounded upon the lady V ear, and she was 
unwillifng to lose that high opinion, which 
she imagined Aifred entertained of her 
setitim^nts and character. Besides, she 
Wa^ conscious, that he was in fact nearer 
the'trutH, than all the world would have 
believed. Avaricious in trifles, and par"- 
$]^(>nious in those every day habits, 
which briod the fepiitatioo immediately 
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with the fttult jc^ avarice^ this wx>man 
was one of those misers, who can be 
^genereas by fits and starts^ and who haw^ 
tbeen known to give linndreds of poauds^ 
:but never to part witli a shilling. . 
, She presented the Dean, her hnsbanrt,. 
,with an order on her banker for the moneys 
he wanted, and Alfred had the pleasure 
.of leaving his nnhappy firiettd better, at 
ieast, than be fonnd him. -^ He rejoiced 
an baling conqiromiied tins bnaineaB so 
MCcnsfiiUy, sAd In thnshaEving prevnutad 
Ikbe litigation, JU wHl, and di^mcdnt 
circumstances. Which, withont his inteiv 
Jhttxyodf mnat have ensned* , 

Tim gratitnde of Mrs. . Leioesiei^ and 
Jier niece, was deligbtfiil. r*- How innch 
-fnore gratifying this snAcdi«> than nady 
§nvfp9shnal victory unmixed with fe^iigia 
iof b^evolence and af ^cilao^n ! -*-*-Tha annt 
nrged him to accept wbut he, bad. beM; 
4be meaps of saving, as part <^> ha^ 
,niece*8 foftoi^e, but this hd absolnMf^^ 
irefnsted^ and ^lisfied Mrs^.. Xj^icoatckva 
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delioicy, bjp.explainilig^ th«tbe could ttot, 
if he woidd» now yield to her entreaties, 
n he had actually obtaiaed the money, 
from poor Bnckharat*^ g^ierous repeat- 
aace, apon the express faith, that be had 
ao -private iaterest in the accommcrda-' 
tbn-" 

" Ytm woald not,** said AHred, " bring* 
me mtdet the iact. ae^iast raisiag money. 
mpotk false pretences ? ** 

Wkttt Alfred lost in money, he ^aiaed 
iDilOTe. — JEiis SophiaVeyes beameid upon 
hiaii iMith delight, and he enjoyed her 
senile^ *-: 

** Ibi^jJfar raifar4ro(f«cvy TirAiows toil."' 

-^Tbe; day was fi^edrlbr their mSMrriage, 
and at Alfred's suggestion, Mrs« Leicester 
coii8entad>^ pauoifQil aa if waap^ in soaie re- 
spect8» to ho: leel|ngS| that th^y $boul4 
l^ijwrdad by Dcian Falconer, in tba 
parish clwrcb* -^ Alfred knew, that his 
p^sl^ioneits had been TioJentiy prejudiqr 
ed. i|g«wy$t the pre^^nt Dean by the rc^ 
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port, that he was ^oing to law with tlve 
late Dean's family ; and Mrs. LejSc^ster*^ 
appearing at his chnrcfa, and permitting 
her niece to be married by him, would 
be the most public and effectual method 
of putting an end to these reports, and 
of conciliating for him the good will of 
his parishioners, Mfs. Leicester con- 
sented with the more readiness to what at 
first was repugnant to her feelings, upon 
reflecting, that acting in this manner 
would be exactly consonant to the whole 
tenor and principles of her beloved hus*- 
band*s conduct through life, who had ever 
been ready to sacrifice, not only any per- 
sonal pique^ but every refinement of sen- 
timent, to his great Christian daty of 
promoting peace and good will amongst 
men. • • . :. . 

Alfred brought his bride to town, and 
as soon as they were esiablished'in fheir 
own house, or rather in thiat house trhieb 
Mr, Gresham insisted upon their daifittg' 
their own. Lady Jane Granville was the 
first person to ofier her cojigratulatfotis -^ 
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coDgratnlatioDs very different from those 
unmeaning compliments^ which, in the 
iashiooable world, her Ladyship had so 
often heard upon simihir occasions. — Al- 
fred hegged his sister Caroline from Lady 
Jane, as he had already obtained his fa- 
ther's and mother*s consent. Lady Jane 
was really fond- of Caroline's conipany, 
and had forgiven her, as well as she 
could ; yet her Ladyship had no longer 
a hope of being of use to her, arid felt 
that even if any other offer Were to 
occur, and — notie such as had been 
made -^ could ever more be expected — it 
would lead only to fresli disappointment' 
and altercation ; therefore she, with the 
less reluctance, relinquished. Caroline al- 
together. — i 

Caroline's new sister had been, from 
the time they were fii*st acquainted, her 
dioseii friend, and she rejoiced in seeing 
fdl her hopes for her brother's happiness 
acootnplished by this marriage. He had 
long looked forward to this tirne, when 
he could have the comforts of a hpme^ 
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and 'the pleasures of domestk sc^ciety, tQ 
solace liim in the midst of his profei^ioiiia], 
labors. His Sophia was peculiaiiy 'cal*r 
cnlated to make his home agreeable: Sbe 
had those habits of independent occofia** 
tion, which ar^e essential to the wife of a. 
protession&l mm, who must have amiy 
l^ours to spend alone^ or to pads at least 
without the connpany^ of her hnsband. ***« 
She had alto that cheerfulness of temper^ 
readiness to converse^ or to be aileiit, 
which are nepessary to a man^ ^h^se^ 
mind is alternately engrossed with serion^ 
business^ and in want of relaxation after 
tiresome exertion. — On his return home 
every evi^ning, be was sure to tind a smil* 
ing wife^ a sympathizing friend^ a cheerr. 
fttl fireside^ as delightful to the iatdilec* 
tual as to thecoxporeal laborer. — Sophia 
bad musical talents^ her husbaad wf^ 
fond of music. — She did not lay aside the 
accomplishments^ which had charmiE^d 
the lover, but m^de use of them to please 
and attach, him she had. c^osem as*bei! 
comp^nioQkfo^. Ufe. — Hpr voiqe^, hier harp, 
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4mr Btoiost . skill, were reiady at any mo* 
«aemt f&f het bosband ; and sbe found far 
More delight in devoting her talents to 
^im, .than she had ever felt in exhibiting 
tkeoi to adoiiring, perhaps^ but certain- 
ly indiifereDt Auditors. — This was the 
doniestic nse of acQomplishnients, wtiich 
Carolitie loved, to which she had always 
been accustomed, and in joining in her 
new «ister'« occupations, and endeavors 
to Qisd&e Alfred's evenitigs pats pleasant*^ 
ty, she f<^ at once as much' at hdme^ as 
if «he had been in the conntry-^fer the 
mind is if a own place, and domestic 
hM|i|pi»esis may* be naturailisefd In a capital 
tity.— ^ 

Ax her brother's fac^nse, CWoline^suI 
nn opportunity : of seeing a i^odetylhat 
m^viem to lier, t^at of the. pirctfessionat 
nettvof the first emin^mce, both in law and 
ipedfcine, «fae fneto of s^ietmse, and of Irte- 
ratore^ with whom Alfredand fira^^mus 
h«4 been for years assiduously dukivat^ 
ing acquaintance. They w^re now hajn^ 
to iaeet ^ at Alfred's ^ose^ for ^e^ ISced 

VOL. iv> £ 
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and esteemed him^ and they found hit^ 
wife and lister sensible^ well informed 
women^ to whom their conversation was 
of real amusement and instruction ; .and 
wbo^ in return^ knew how to make them 
fee] at ease in their society, and to enliven 
their leisure hours by the happy mixture 
of female spriglitliness and elegance. Ct-* 
roline now saw the literary and scientific 
world to the b^t advantage. Not .the 
amateurs^ or the mere ^^u; people, but 
those who, really excelling and feeling 
their own superiority, had too much pride, 
and too little time to < waste upon! idle 
flattery, or what to them were stupid, 
uninteresting parties. Those who refused 
to go to Lady Spilsbury*s, or to Lady 
Angelica Headinghaiti's^ or who were 
Been there, perhaps, once or twice in 
a season . as. a great .favor and honors 
would call three or four evenings every 
week at Alfred's,, and spend 4here as 
much time as their business wquld per- 
mits 
• Thms Caroline found herself placed at 
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^enoe tm amrant dujoufy as to every things 
literary and scientific^ by means of her 
two brothers and their friends. — The first 
news, the first hints of discoveries^ in- 
ventions^ and h'terary projects, she heard' 
from time to time discussed. Those men 
of talents, who she had heard were to be* 
seen atcont;l?r5a)e»me«/orof wfaomshehad* 
had a glimpse in fine society, now appear- ' 
ed in a new point of view, and to the best 
advantage; without those 'pretensions 
and rivalships, with which they some- 
tinaes are aiBicted in pnblic; or those 
affectations and singularities, which they 
often are supposed to assume, to obtain 
notoriety among persons inferior to them 
in intellect, and superior in fashion. ■ 
Instead of playing, as they sometimes' 
did, a false game to amuse the multitude, 
they were obliged now to exert their 
real skill, and play fair with one an- 
other. 

Sir James Harirtngton tells us, that in ' 
his days the courtiers, who played at 
divters games in public, had a way of 

E 2 
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^xdtisg the admiration and amaxemmt 
x»f the commonref sort of sp^ctators^ :i»^ 
ppodncing' heaps of golden connter$^ ami 
seeming to stake imniense sums/ whM 
all the time they had previonsly Agreed 
among one another^ that each goitiea^ 
sbbnkl «tand for a shiUing^ of eadi 
^hundred guineas for one. Sd that in 
iact^ two modes of calculation were ufeM 
for the initiated and uninitiated^ and this 
•ioteric and exoteric practice goes im 
continually to this fadnr^ aanbn^ litisrarf 
performers in the inlellectna]/ as wd! 
as am^ong courtiers in tl^ feishionafale 
yorid. > ■ 

All this, from the conversfation wfaidi 
«he now heard behind tive si^enes, Ca- 
rlisle jbad an <ippi>rtnnity inf seeing, msA 
$he was much edified ^asd amufifcd^; b^ 
side the pleasure of stiidying oekbrat- 
ed cha^^acters, tmd persons of eniihiont 
merit, at their ease and at her own; Ca- 
roline :had noit opp<»itanIiies> Ktf seieSng 
moat of those objects of rational enriosi)^ 
which with Lady Jane Granville hiA 
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]^li ^rolsibited^ as — niauvaistm^ Witb 
msvk of ijcaifle she found it was not nuntf 
vm tern, ' to vae ker ejes for the purposes 
#1 in8tV0ctiG«i or eantertainmenL 
. When^Jicar brollM^rs vei^i too mock 
lenigsged. to go with her any where she 
;wkjbed, some of their friends, were ge- 
jotepally ready to attend her. With Mrs. 
Alfred Percy she saw every thing in ^e 
best, manner^ in the company of well 
wformed gnides^ who were aUe to point 
im% what was essential* to-, be- observed; 
)peady to* exploini .and to illnstrate^ to 
proeope foe them all those privile^ges and 
advantages^ as spectators^ which common 
gazers are denied; but which liberal and 
eniighteoed men' are ever not only ready 
to.allbw, hot eager to procure for intelU*^ 
gent -unassuming fiunales* ' 

f. Among fthe gentlemen of learnings ta- 
'fents, and ^oDinence in Alfred's own 
.pi)o£^sion^ whom Caroline had the honor 
>of seeing at her brother's^ w^re Mr; 
JPriendy the friend of his early years ttf 
,tk^ b4r; and that great luminary^ whc> 
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da a. higher orbit had cheered and gatded 
'bim.. in his ascent. ■ u ■ It was^ heaitfelt 
pleasure to Caroline^ to see the manner 
in which her brother was considered and . 
treated bf his inferiors^ eqnals^ and sn- 
periors in his profession ^- for eaoh^ inNs 
differ^t way, gave testimony to Alfred's 
ialents, candor^ or generosity. It was 
peculiarly gratifying- to- see him distin- 
guished, not only by the^ s^probalion^ 
but something more,' by the regard of 
>iich a man as. the. Lord Chief Justice* ^ 
It was impossible for a woman like Ca* 
roline, not .to be struck^ with his superi^ 
prity of intellect, good breedijug, and 
character; and equally ictijmssible that 
her. merits even had it not been re^ 
commended by so much beauty^ should 
escape his penetration and benevolence^ 
He saw the genuine . affection she bore 
her. brother^ and was pleased to gratify 
her by the praises of Alfred. . The Chief i 
Justice was, in a station, and of an age^. 
wh^re praise can. be conferred, without 
improjpriety^ and without hurting the 
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feelings of delicacy- or pride. •^— He knew 
how to praise — a difficult art, bnt hh ex- 
calied in it. — As Caroline bnce, in speak- 
ing of him/ 3aid, ' • , 

*^ Common compHtheots^ compared to 
praise ^frbni him, are as commdnfcoin^ 
compared to a medal struck and- appro- 
priated for the occasion." 

About this time Mr. Temple carne to 
tell bis friends, that a ship was actually or- 
dered to be in readiness to carry him on his 
intended embassy ; that Mr. Shaw had 
recovered ; that Canniogham F^alconer 
had no more excuses or pretences for 
delay; d^patches, the last Lord Old- 
borough said be should ever receive 
from him as envoy, had now arrived, 
and Temple was to set out immediately. 
^-^So far for hfs own business ; when h6 
had finished thi^, he took Alfred aside^ 
and told him, that with the despatches 
from Germany, Lord Oldborongh had 
received a letter from Count Altenberg, 
igivitig an account of alarming* revoln- 
tionar]^ symptoms, which had appeared 
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m the eapkal^ and in the provhices^ iir 
tbt dominions of his soverei^*-— ^Lord 
OldboroQgh had shown Mr! Temple 
what related to pnblic affairs^ bnt Jbddoof 
p«t tb« whole ktter int©^ bisf hands. -^ — ' 
AJft. that Mr. Tewple could judge firom 
what he read was, that the Count's mtttd 
was most seriously occupied with the dan-' 
yerous stat* of public affairs in his coun- 
try — "I should have thought/* added 
^v. Temple, '' that the whole of tiiii 
^iOiiatoanicatioD was entirely of a politiei^l 
mature, but that in the last page, wbieli 
l^ord Oldborough put into my band^ thi 
catch words at the bottom wereCouiiliStt- 
Christina.'' 

Alfred ob/jerved, ** that without the 
aid of Jtosamoud's imagination to supply 
something more, nothing could be made, 
of this. — However, it was a satisfaction 
to have bad direct news of Count Alten* 

The next day Mr. Temple came for 

Alfred. ^^ Lord Oldborough desired ta 

see him^ — - 
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^^ Whatever his business may be^ I am 
sure it is important and interesting/' said 
Mr. Temple ; '^ by this time I ought to be 
well acquainted with Lord Oldhorough, I 
know the signs of his suppressed emotion, 
and I have seldbm seen him* put suck 
iotee updn -hitoself^ to appear calm^ and 
to da the business of the day^ before he 
should yidd his mind to what pressed 
oa his' secret thoughts — In my opi^^ 
Qian you will now hear mor^^ and all 
tfiat'can be heard, about Count Alten-* 



*, 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

• • • . 

Lord Oldbprpugq M^as engaged witl^ 
Boiue gentlemen Iroin the city g.baQt a 
Iqan when Alfred arrived. His Lord^ 
ship's attentioii was . given ' entirely to 
tbi$ bnsiiietjs. By the length of time 

m 

whidi the negotiators ^aid^. they tried 
Alfred's patidnce^ but the minister sat 
with immovable composure^ till ' they 
knew their own minds^ and till they 
departed. ^Then, the loan at once dis- 
missed from his thoughts^ he was ready 
for Alfred 

*^ You have married^ I think^ Mr. 
Alfred Percy, since I saw you last — I 
congratulate you.** 

His Lordship was not in the habit of 
Boticing such common events; Alfred 
was surprised and obliged by the interest 
in his private affairs^ which this congratur 
lation denoted^ 
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' - *^ I congratnlate you, Sir, because I 
understand yon . have married a woman 
of sense.. To marry a fool~to form — or 
to have any connexion with a fool;'* con- 
tinued' his Lordship, his countenance 
changing remarkably as he spoke — '• I 
conceive to be the greatest, evil, the 
greatest curse, that can be inflicted on a 
man. of sense." 

He walked across the room with long, 
firm, indignant ' strides — then . stopping 
shorty he exclaimed, 

*^ Lettres de cachet I -^ — Dangerous 
instruments in bad hands ! • . . ^s what 

;are not ? But one good purpose they 

answered -"—They put it\in the:power4>f 
tbe bead of every noble house to disown, 
and to deprive of the liberty to disgrace 
his , family, any member, who should 
manifest the will to commit desperate 
crime, or desperate folly J' ■» 

Alfred was . by * no means disposed to 
join in praise even of this, use of a lettre 
de cachet^ hut . h& did not think it a pro- 
per time to argue the -pointy- as be saw 
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hotd OldboroQgkwas and^r the iniTaeDce 

of some strong ps»sioh.: Alfred waited 

m Silence^ till he.sfaoBid expIaiD bimself 

further. 

• His LordsTiip nnlocked a desk, 'and 

produced a letter* 

" Pray, Mr. Percy • . . • Mr. Alfred 
Percy, have yon heard any thing lately 
of the Marchioness of Twickenham ?** - 
^^ No^my lord— *" 

Alfred^ at this instant, recollected the 
whisper whicih he had once beard at 
chapel, and he added ^—^^ Not of late^ 
my lord,'' 

" There,*" said Lord Oldborooghi, 
putting a letter . into AlfredV hands -^ 
^^ There is the snai of what I have 
heard." 

The letter was from the Duke of Greem-"- 
wicb,^ informing >Lord OMborough^ tbat 
an unfortunate discovery had been maiie 
of an affair l^ween the Marchioness of 
Twickenham and a certain Captain BJei* 
Umj^ which rendered an immediate sepai- 
mtioa. nectary* 
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• **So!" thought Alfred, ^^ hiy toother 

<Soditiey bad a fine escape of this fear lady.** 

: ^ I have seea her once, since I re^ 

ceived that' letter^ and I never will see 

ihmr again,*' . 'said Lord. Oldborongh -^ 

^' that's past -r— all that concerns her is 

past and irremediable — Now as to thfe 

iWtnre, and to whai^ concerns myself^ 

I hare been informed how truly I 

cannot say — that some time ago a ro^ 
monr; a suspicion of this intrigue, wa6 
whimpered in what. they call the fashion- 
aUe w<Mrld.*' 

5^ I' believe that your Lordship has 
b&sn truly informed," said Al fred -_ — And 
he then mentiened the ^i«per he had 
*heard at the chapeK^ 

" Ha ! — Further, it has been asserted to 
me, that a hint was given to the Marquis of 
wTwickeiiham, of the danger of sufieiirig 
.;Miat . •' • ; what is the man's name— 'Bel- 
ilamy*— ^tobe'sonear hi^wjfo'^— And that 
illhe hint was disregarded;" 
t" < ^^ The Molrquis i dic^ veiy weakly, 
very wickedly," .said i^lfited^: ; 
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*^ AU wickedness is weakness^. Sir/^da 

know ^but to onr point ■ I havfc 

been assured^ that the actual discovery of 
tlie intrigue was made to the ' Marcpis 
some months previous to the birth of . his 
child — And that he forbore ta take, any 
notice of this^ lest it might . affect the ]&- 
.gitimskcy of that, child; After the birth 
.of the infant — a boy -*- subsequent indis- 
CFistions on the part of the Marchioness^ 
the Marquis would make it appear, gave 
jrise to his first suspicions, -^-r- Now, Sir, 
these are the points, of which, as my 
friend, and as a professional man, I 
desire you to ascertain the truth. If the 
facts are as I have thus heard, I » pre- 
sume no divorce can be legally * ofah 
tained." 

" Certainly not, my Lord.'*. 

^^ Then I. will direct you instantly to 

the proper channels for information.*!, i 

'Whilst Lord Oldborough wrote direo- 

tions, Alfred assured him. he would fulfil 

iiis. commissioa with a;il the discretion 

and celerity ia bis paWeiu , ^ . i «; ^ 
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/ f* The . next step,*' continaed Lord 
Oldborongh — " for, on> such a. subject^ 
I wish to say all that js necessary at 
oQce, that it may be banished from my 
mind — Yonr next . step, supposing the 
facts to be ascertained, is to go .with: this 
Jetteri — my answer to the Dake of Green- 
wich-?— Siee him — and see the Mar<jnis. 
In matters of consequence have nothing 
to do with. secondary people-^ deal with 
the prihcipals. »■ ■ ■ ■ ■ Show in the first 
place, as a lawyer, that their (divorce is 
unattainable -r-^ Next, show the JMar^uis, 
thdt be destroys his son and heir by 
attempting it. » ■ The Diike, . I. believe, 
would be glad of a pretext for diasolviui^ 
the political :' connexion between me and 
ithe : Greenwich family. . He feairs me, 
and he feai*s the world; ihe. dares' not 
£^bandon ime without /a )»retence, for the 
dissolution of friendship. He is a .weak 
man', and neieer dares to act without a 
pretext; but show him that a divorce. i$ 
jaot ncicessary rfdr his .purppise— a separa- 
tion will 4o^ as weU^e-r- Or .without it, I 
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am reaidjr to break' with him: at conntil^ 
in tbe House of Lords^;. on a liondreA 
political points^ and let him shield fatiii<» 
self as he may from the reproach of de»- 
sertion^ by leaving the blame of- quarrel 
on.' my impracticability^, or on what he 
will, I care net — so • that my iWmily be 
saved from the ignominy of divorce;-" • 

As he sealed his letter. Lord OldU 
horengh went on in abrupt sentences. 

^ I never ooanted en . a weak manV^ 
friendship ' I can do withont bis Graiea 
. ' Woman I Woman ! The eiame 



since the beginning of the worldr' . 

Then turning to AUred to deliver the- 
letter into his hand,. 

" Your brother, Mi^or )Pei»y,. Sir •. . • 
1 . think I recollect • • . He waft better ia.. 
Ae West Indies." 

'^ I was just Atnhing so^ mfyLord^f 
#aid Alfred. • > 

^' Yes '^^ Better encounter . tbe plagQe- 
than a fool/' 

Lord OkHborough had> never, heSme,. 
distinctly adverted- to his knowledge of: 



hh meee*8 partiality for^Go^lPf^> hut Im 
lU^rdsbip now addtd^ 

^' Major Percy's hoQo^al>)«;^ condnct 
is not Bid^BowQ ; I tFo$t hoDoralSe cdof 
^kt neyer was^ ami oj&ver w itt be, Jasl 
Qpoa me. ——This to tbir Dake of 
Greenwich • - • and this to the Marqnis 
* ■■ ■ ' ■ Since it was to be, I rejoice that , • > 
tfii^ CafTtajii') BeUamy is the gallant ■ ■ > r 
Had it been yoUr- brother^. Sir^ wold 
fthw^ have been any love ii% tjbe case • • » 
not, obseire, ^ that I believe in Wve^ 
much less am I siilrj[ect to the weakness 
of remorse T—bntii twinge noaghli have 
sdsed my mind — I might possibly have 
been told, that the Marchioness was mar- 
ried agaiiist her iaoliaation -^— *- But J am 
at ease on that ' point ^-^ ]^y judgment of 
her was right. — You will let me know# 
in. one word, the* resuk of your negotia* 
tion without entering into particulars rr 
£%oixe, or no, divorce^ is all I wish to 
bean 

-Alfred did not know all the circump 
1ita9P«s.Qf t})e Marclu(»2css pf Twicken^ 
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habits mmridge, nor the peremptofy man- 
ner in which it had been insieted npon 
by her > uncle, otherwise he wonld have 
felt *s till gi*eater surpriee; than that which 
he now felt^ at the stem unbending cha-^^ 
racter of theman — Possessed as Lord Old- 
borough was bj^ the opinion, -that he bad 
at the tinoe jndged and acted in the best 
manner possible, no after events could 
make him doubt the justice of his own 
xkieision, or could at all shake him in his 
own estimation. * j . : 

Alfred soon brought his report, 
' *^ 1 n one word, — no • divorce, my 
Lord;; — 

^' That^s well — I thank you. Sir." ^ 

His Lordship mad6 Ho further inqui- 
ries— not even whether there was to be a 
'Separation. 

Alfred was Commissioned by the Duke 
of Greenwich to deliver a message, which, 
'like the messages of the Gods in Homer, 
he delivered verbatim, and without com-^ 
ment. 

^^ His Grace of Greenwich trusts Lord 
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Oldborougli will believe^ that nbtwith'^ 
standing the unfortunate circumstance^^ 
which 'dissolved in some degree the 
family cpnnexion^ it was the farthest 
possible from his Grace*s wish orthoughtsv 
to break with Lord Oldbwougb^ as long 
asl|>r{vilte feelings, and paUic principles^ 
copid be ren^red by any means compa^ 

tiblft/' r 

X<oi:d OldboroQgh . smiled in soom r^ 
and.4^fred could scarcely command bit 
countenance.—- 

. Lord Oldborough prepared to give to 
Grace the, opportunity, which he ktew 
he desired, of differing, with him on prin* 
dple: his Lordship thought, bis favor 
and power were now sufficiently 'esta.b^' 
lished, to be able to do without the Duke 
of Greenwich, and his pride prompted 
hiqn to ^show this to his Grace, and to the . 
world. He carried it with a high hand 
for a short time, but even whilst he felt 
most secure, and when all seemed to bend 
and bow before his genius and his sway^ 
many circumstances and many persons^; 
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vfti^ eonnbimng to w6rk: the doumfal of 
bia]?fqweF. « 

One of the first slight dmiinstaneeav 
whkh shcM>k hh/avdr, was a speech h^ 
)iad made to s«nBe geDtleman about the 
pKaentation of the .Deanery to Bnck^ 
barst Falconer. It had been snpposed^ 
hy many^ who knew the court wbich^ 
Commissioner Falconer paid te ' Lord 
Oldbonmgfa^ that it was through his 
Lordship's interest^ that this prvferment 
was given ta the son ; but when sbBi# 
person tdking this for granted^ spoke of 
it to his Lordship, he indignantly dis* 
datmed all part in the transaction, and 
it /ir said, that he added, *^ Sir, I know 
wluit is due to private iregard as* a mim-^ 
and as a minister, what must be' yieldefl: 
to parliameatary infliteiice ; but I nevier 
could' have advised the bestowing eccljes!-^ 
astical benefice and dignity upon au^bne^ 
whose; conduct was not his first recbm** 
mendation/' 

. This {q^eecb, made in a moment of 
proud and perhaps nngoarded indigna^ 
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<ioD^ was repe^ed with acktitions, sup* 
.pressions, variations, and comments.-— 
Any thing will at court serve the pur- 
pose of those who wish to injure, and it 
is inconceivabte what mischief was done 
tf^.tbe minister by this slight ctrcnih- 
stanbe-r-In the first place, the nobleman 
high in office, and the famil^y connexion^ 
of the nobleman who had' made the ex- 
change of livings^ and given the pi*omtse 
of the Deanery to Biishop Clay, were 
'Offeiuted beyond redemption, -^because, 
they were in the wrong. — Then, all who 
Jtiad 4faoe, or 'wishtfft to^ do wrong in simi-^ 
lar.iairtaiices, wemdififplea|(ied by r^Etoetibn 
or: hf ai^ti<^atioi^*<- fiiit dkieifly Lord 
(HdbcMrof^h>w«B' injured by. il)is¥ef)re5^li^ 
tatipn in the quarter, wlteite )t wa^ of most 
efmsei|ttenoe to him .to >pireseir^ bis in- 
ftop&ce. . It 3Nra5 bopitt^ued by the highest 
ai^tborsty into disre^i[^| aMi aii ^hnpe- 
rieiis .desire to encroai^h/^M faVor, to con-* 
trol prerogative, and to subdue tlr^ tAkm 
^f IvbaovereigH. iniidiotts^Mrts htlA icfag 
iftum Meoe% ^phf^wji to iaffase tbe^ 
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ideas ; and when once the jealonsy of 
powfer was ^xcited^ every trifle confirmed 
the suspicion^ which Lord Oldborongh's. 
uncourtierlike character was little calcn^ 
lated to dispel. His popularity now gave, 
umbrage, and it was hinted, that he wished 
to make himself the independeni lainisttt: 
of the people. 

. The affairs of the country prospcted^* 
however^ under his administration ; th^i^ 
was trouble^ there was hazard in change. 
It was argued^ that it was best to wait at 
lea^t for some reverse of fortune in war, 
or some symptom of doiiiestic discontent, 
beforeran attempt should^ be made to dis- 
place this minister, formidable by his ta- 
lents, and by the awe his commanding 
character inspired. 

The habit of confidence and deference 
for his genius and integrity remained, an^ 
to him {HP difference for some time ap^ 
peared^ in conaeqilence of the secret*^ 
4ecay of . fav0r, 

CoQimissioner Fakxmer, timid, anxiousy 
restless^ — Was disposed by circomstanees^ 
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and by nature^ or by second nature^ to 
the vigilance of a dependant's life; accns- 
tomed to watch and consult daily the 
barometer of court favor, he soon felt the 
coming storm ; and the moment he saw 
prognostics of the change, he trembled, 
and considered how he should best prot 
vide for his own safety before the hoar of 
danger arrived. — Numerous libels against 
the minister appeared, which Lord 01d<» 
borough never read, but the Gommission-t 
er, with his best spectacles, read them alL 
For he well knew and believed what the 
sage Selden saith, that, 

'^ Though some make slight of libels^ 

yet you may see by them how the . wind 

» 

sets." f .1 ' . «/ 

After determining by the throwing upof 
these Btraws which way the wind set, tho 
Coinmissioner began with all possible 
skill and dexterity to trim his boat. But 
dexterous trimmer though fae was, and 
" prescient of change,'' he did not yet 
foresee fromwhatquarterthe storm would 
comc it ' ■ ■ 



/' 
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^ While the Commissioner was foreeeeing 
and preparing for the downfal of his 
patron, Lord Oldborough was silently 
collecting proofs of the dnplidty of Cun-* 
ninghdm Falconer, of the intrignes he 
bad been carrying on abroad, and at 
bbme, to have himself appointed embafr* 
tador to Denmark by. the Greenwich 
influence, in case of a change of ministry, 
or at all -events, in despite of Lord Old- 
borough, by whom he bad been recalled. 
••^ Count Attienberg's lejtters had unveiled 
completely the Envoy's tiieacbery as far 
as it related to his intrigwes abroad, and 
olfaer frietids detected some of his ma^ 
Mcuvre^ Willi politicians at home, to 
whom he had endeavored to pay court, 
by betraying conHdence reposed in kim 
fcspecdng the Iburville papers. Much 
of the mischief Caiiningham had done 
tins great nkinister stfll operated^ unknown 
to his unsnspicioos Iniod : but sufficient 
*as >mveialed, to r deterniine LordOH- 
borocrgh to disHniss him fro<a all ititure 
hopes of his favor ; and, as it was^ts Lor4^ 
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Bfaip'iei custom' when he felt contempt^ to 
discard Cunningham for ever from bis 
jthoughts. 

**' Mr. Commissioner Falconer/* be be- 
gan one morning, the moment the Com- 
missjoner entered, his cabinet, ^' Mr. Com- 
mi$siOder Falconer/' in a tone which in- 
stantly dispelled the smile at entrance 
from the Commissioner's countenance, and 
in the same momen^t changed his whole 
configaratai^, 

" My confidence is withdrawn from 
your son, Mr. Cunningham Falconer— for 
ever — and not without good reasion -^ As 
you may • . . if you are not aware of it 
already . • . see, by those papers." * { 

Lord Oldborough turned away, and 
asked his secretaries for his r«ed box t— as 
he was goipg to Council 

Just as he left hb cabinet, he looked 
back, and said : 

*' Mr. Falconer, you should know, if 
you be not already apprised of it, that 
your son, Cunningham, is on his road to 
Denmark — You should be aware, that 

VOL. IV, P 
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the joniHey is not made by my desire, 
or by Ihis Majesty's order^ or hy')Sn^ 
official authority — consequently/ bfe is 
travelling to the court of Denmark at 
his own e:q[)ense or yours -—^ Unless he 
can prevail upon his Grace of Green- 
wich to defray bis ambassadorial tra^ 
veiling chiarges, or can afford to wait for 
them till a total change of administra- 
tion — Of which, S5r, if I see toy symp- 
toms to day in council,** added his 
Lordship, in the tone of bitter irony, 
^* I will give you fair h(kicie —^ for fair 
dealing is what I practise." 

This said, the Minister left the C6m- 
missioner »to digest his 'Speech ^s he 
might, and reptiired' to t!!ouncil, Where 
he found eveiy thing 'ttpjparentiy as 
smooth as usual, and where he M^as re- 
ceived by all, especially by the highest, 
with perfect consideration. 

Meantime Commissioner Falconer was 
wretched beyond expression, wretched 
in the certainty that Kis son, that he 
himself, had probaWy lost, irrcCdV^rabf y, 
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fmo excellent patron, before thej had 
secured, even in ca^e of cbamge, an-» 
other — This premature discovery of 
Canmngham-s iptrigaes totaUy di3Con. 
certed and overwhelmed hitu; and, in 
the bitterness of his heart, he curMd the 
duplicity, which he had taught s^nd en- 
couraged still more by example than by 
•precept. But Cunningham's duplicity 
bad more and closer folds than his own 
— Cunningham, conceited of his diplo* 
:matic genius,. and fearful of the pgutious 
timidity of his father, did not trust that 
(father with the knowledge of all h^ did, 
or half of what lie intended; so that 
the Commissioner, wlio had thought 
himself at the bottom of every thing, 
now found that he, too, had been cheat- 
ed by his son with false CQnfidencesi, and 
iwas involved by him in the consequences 
of a scheme, of which he had never been 
,th^ adviser. The Commissioner would 
.never have advij$ed the. setting put on a 
journey to. the c^urt of Dem^ark, at *his 
iftriTAte expense^ on the £iuth of proonises, 

F 2 
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on the hope of^ change of ministry, on 
the private assurance that he should he 
accredited^ and that his services should 
be rewarded by the new administration. 
Commissioner Falconer knew too well, 
by the experience of Cumberland and 
others^ the fate of those, who suffer them- 
selves to he lured on by second-hand 
nromises ; and who venture, without be- 
ing publicly acknowledged by their em- 
ployers^ to undertake any diplomatic 
mission. Nor would Cunningham; whose 
natural. disposition to distrust was great* 
er than his father's, have sold himself to 
any political tempter without first sigur 
ing and sealing the compact, had he 
been in possession of his cool judgment, 
and had he been in any other than the 
desperate circumstances in which he was 
placed. He was at once incensed and 
terrified by Lord Oldborongh^s unex- 
pected recal — After having delayed, by 
«very imaginable pretence, to obey, till 
his Lordship's orders were repeated in 
that peremptory tone, which left him uo 
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farther possibility of evasion, he dreaded 
to .appear before the haughty irritated 
minister; and, perhaps, his secret con- 
science whispered, that his recal might 
be in consiequence of the detection of 
some of bis intrigues. In this dilemma, 
deceived also by promises from the 
Greenwich party, and by the news from 
home, that the immediate dismission or 
resignation of Lord Oldborough was ex- 
pected ; Cunningham had ventured upon 
this bold stroke for an embassy. 

On Lord Oldborough's return from 
Council, the Commissioner finding, from 
his secret informants, that every thing 
had gone on smoothly; and being over- 
.awed by the confident security of the 
minister, began to doubt his former be- 
lief, and in spite of all the isymptoms of 
change, was now inclined to think, that 
none would take place — The sorrow and 
contrition with which he next appeared 
before Lord Oldborough were, therefore, 
truly sincere ; and. when, he found him- 
self alone once more with bis Lordship^ 
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earnest was the vehemence with which^ 
he disolaiiiied .bis tmworthy son, and 
disavowed all knowledge of the trans- 
action. 

** If I had seen cause to beheve^ that 
yoi| had any part in this transaction. 
Sir, you would »ot be here at this mo- 
ment — Therefore, your protestations are 
supenSuons — None would be accepted if 
^ny were necessary." 

tThe very circumstance of the son's 
not having trusted the father eompletel5r 
saved the Coihmissioner, for this time, 
irom utter ruin — He teok breath — and 
presently— ^ Oh, weak man! doomed 
never to know how to deal with a strong 
character -~ fancying that his intercessiop^ 
niight avaH for his soUi and that the' 
pride of Lord Oldborough might be ap- 
peased^ and might be suddenly wrought 
to forgiveness, by that tone and posture 
of submission and supplication used 
only by the subject to offended Majesty, 
he actually threw himself at the feet of 
.the minister. 
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" My g>ra'Cioas Lord!— a pardon for 
fcy son/' 

" I beseech yon, Sir ! ". — ^cried Lord 
Oldborongh — endeavoring to stop him 
from kn^eilng-^The Commissioner sunk 
instantly on bis knee. 

" Never will the unhappy father rise 
tin his son be restored to your favor, my 
Lord." 

"Sir;* said Lord Oldborongh^" I 
hwe no £ivor for those who have no- 
sense of honor — Rise, Mr. Falconer, 
and let not the father degrade himself 
fpr the son — umwaiUfigfy.'' 

The accent and look were decisive^ 
the Commissioner rose. Instead of being 
gratifiefli his patron seemed shocked, if 
not diigiisted i far. from being propitiated 
by this sacrifice of dignity, it rendered 
i||m. till more averse ; and no consola* 
tary. omi&Q aj^aring, the Commissioner 
withdraw in silence^ repenting that he 
had abased himself. ■ ' ■ After this some 
days and . nights passed with the Com«> 
inissioner in all the horrors of indecision 
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— could the minister weather the storm 
or not? — should Mr. Falconer endeavo? 
to reinstate himself with Loi^d Oidbo-, 
roiigh, or secure in time favor with the 
Doke of Greenwich? — Mrs. Falconer, 
to whom her husband^s groans in the 
middle of the night at last betrayed the 
sufferings of his mind^ drew from fiim 
the secret of his fears and meditations^ 
She advised strongly the going over, de- 
cidedly, and in time, but secretly, to the 
Greenwich faction. 

. The Commissioner knew, that this 
could not be done secrttbf. The atten* 
tion of.the mini&ter was ilow awake to 
all biS', motions, and the smallest move- 
jnefat towards his Grace of Greenwich 
must be. observed arid, imderstood — On 
the other hand, to kbide by a falling 
minister was folly, especially when he 
had positively withdrawn his favor from 
Cunningham, who had the most tb e^t* 
pect from his patroaage. Between theise 
opposite difficulties, notwithstanding 
the urgent excitations of 'Mrs. Falconer, 
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the poor CommiBsioDer could not bring 
himself to decide^ till the time for ac- 
tion was past. 

Another blow came upon him, for 
which he was wholly unprepared*-<-Tfaer^ 
arrived from abroad accounts — ;- of the 
failnre of a secret expedition ; and ithe 
General, in his despatches, nained Co^ 
hrael John Falconer ^ as the officer, to 
whose neglect of orders he principally 
attributed the disappointment. -^ It ajW 
pearedy that, orders had been sent to 
have his regiment at a certain place at a 
given hour. At the- moment these orders 
came, CoLomel John Falconer ^s.out 
on a shooting party. The 'troops^ of 
course, on which the General; h^d res 
lied, . did not airrive in time, and all his 
other .cofubinations failed from thi^ neg- 
Ifict of discipline, and di^ob^dience^ of 
orders. Colonel Falconer m^sls aeiit home 
tg bc'.tried by a Court ;Mart;ial • . t 

*^.I pity /you, ^ir*' ^ said Lord. Oid- 
bpr^u^, as. Commissioner^ ^FMcpn^)*, 
white, as ashes, . read in his presence,: 

F 5 
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"fcbese despatches -^ ^^ I pity you, SH^'' 
ftom my soul -^ Here is no fault of yours 
—The fault is mine," 

It. was oue of the few ikulta of this Ba-- 
ixtte, wMch Lord Oldborough hiad evtr 
'Gommttted; Except in the instance of tiie 
Faloosier family, none xx>u1d name scny^, 
whom Im Lovdship had placed in situa^ 
(tionsy fyr which they were inadequate 
or unfit; Of this skigle error he had not 
foreseen the consequences; they^ wese 
, mote important, iai&te injurious to him, 
\ tikd to %he public, than he oould baipe 
qaktitoied or conceived. -^ It appeared 
mm Vk if ' 1^ Falconer ^fonily weiie 
•doomied to be his ruin. That tiie public 
4niew, ift general, that Idhn Fak^Miw 
liad been promoted by itiinistlfrial favor, 
'Lord Oldborough was aware i but he 
inNigiiied, that the fmculiar drcnm- 
qrtances «f thstt stfair W4$re isnown only 
to liimself, and to Coramiissiofrer Fril- 
tcHser^ fem%r To llis astpnl^tnent' be 
ffrand, fit this critical moment, ^itt lie 
'Iv^lS^ Iransacti^ Imd reached tb« ear 
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^ Majesty^ and tjiiat it was soon pfub- 
lidy known. The Commissioner^ with 
]»*ptestalions and oaths, declared that 
tbe secret had neTer, by his means» 
transpired. It had been divnlged by the 
baseness of his. son Cnnningham^ who 
hetrayed it to the Greenwich faction* 
Th^y^ skilled in all the arts of und^^r 
mining a rivals employed the means 
that were thns pat into their power with 
great diligence and effect*. 

It was observed atlevee^ that the So-^ 
vereign looked coldly npon the minister 
— ^ Every courtier whispered, that Lord« 
Oldborough had been certainly mnch. 
to blame — Disdainful^ of their opiniom^. 
Lord Oldborongh: was sensibly a^ctedi 
by t^ altered eye of his Sovereign. 

"What! After all my. services 1—* 
At the first change of fortune ! ** 
; This sentiment swelled in his breast^. 
.^^1^ liis countenance was rigidly calm> 
.his depeanor towards the courtiers and 
..towards his colleagues more tlu^i uBually. 
v^jS^nij if not haughty. 
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After the levee he demanded a private 
audience. * 

. Alone with the King, the habitaal in- 
flnence of this great minister's superior 
genius operated. Tlie cold manner wo^ 
changed, or, rather, it was changed in^ 
voluntarily. From one ^^ not used to 
the langnage of apology,** the frank 
avowal of a fault mast have a strikiiag 
effect. Lord Oldborongh took upob 
himself the whole blame of the disaster 
that had ensued, in consequence of his 
error, an error frequent in other minis^ 
ters, uncommon in him, almost { uupre-* 
cedented. 

/ He was answered with a smile of royal 
raillery, that the peculiar family cireum'^ 
stances, which had determined his Lord* 
ship so rapidly to promote that officer, 
must, to all fathers of families and heads • 
of housed, if not to statesmen and gwe«* 
rals, be a sufficient and home apology. ' 

Considering the peculiar talent which 
his sovereign possessed, aiid in' whicb hi» 

m 

{I^ried, that of knowing the connexions 
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and domestic affairs^ not only of the uo^ 
bility near his person, but of private 
individaals remote from his court,' Lord 
Oldborongh had little cause to be sur- 
prised^ that this secret transaction should 
be ktaowQ to his Majesty. — Something 
'of this his Lordship, with all due respect, 
hinted in reply. At the termination of 
this aiidience, be w£is soothed by th6 
cimdescedding assii)*ance, that whilst the 
circom$tancfes of the late unfortunate 
reverse natuvally createB tegret and mor^ 
tification, no dissatisfaction with his mi- 
nisterial conduct mixed with these feel7 
ings. On the contrary, he was assured; 

• 

tb^ fear of the effect a disappointment 
might have on the mind of the public; 
in diminishing confidence in his Lord-*; 
ship's efforts for the good of the country, 
was the sentiment which had lowered 
the>spirxts, and-^louded the brow of Ma- 
jesty. ; > ' 

Hia Lordship returned thanks for the 
gracious demonstraticm of these senti- 
ments-^ and bowing i^espectfullyj with-' 



Aww* ^ — '^ In tbe faces and beha^viaur of ' 
the cou]tier9, a^ in a glass, he saw r^ 
ttected the truth, miey aU pr6tende4 
tO' be in the otoios^ eoDstemataon ;. aad 
Ite heard of no^ng but ^ appfefa^mtooa' 
for the effect 4>n the pablic mind/* afKd^^* 
^ &;ar9 for bis Lorf^shtp's popnliirit}^ } 
— ~ Jlia seevetary, Mr. T^mpt^ he«^ 
indeed > more of diis than umikl readi 
his ljerdsbip*9 ear directly; for, €fmk 
BOW, when they bought they feresMT 
h4« fall, few had efficient courage to 
bayard the tone of condolence with Lord^ 
Oldbarongb, or to expose the face i)i: 
hypocrisy to the severity of hia pene* 
trating eye* In secret every means had 
been taken to propagate in the city^e 
knowledge of all" the circumstances that 
were nnfavorable to the minister^ wd* td 
im^rease the dissatisfaction which asiy 
check in the Access of «ar armies natu^ 
rally produces. The Hide of popularity^ 
l^ch had hitherto supported the miais-^ 
ter, ^suddenly ebbed, and he fell, in pub* 
lie bpinioi), with astonishing rapidity; 
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Fhr the fnoment all was forgotten, bat 
tbat he was the person who had pro*^ 
moted John Falconer to be a Colonel^ 
agaif^t whom the cry of the popnlace 
was raised witli all the clamor of national 
indignation. The Greenwich liiction 
knew how to take advantage of this dis^ 
pbeikion. — * It happened to be soin^ fesr 
liiqil, some holiday^ when the <u>intnon 
pMiple, having nothing to do, J9are moM 
disposed than at any other time,, to iur 
totieationand discnrder.— The emissftries 
of designing, partisans mixed with the 
popnlftCe, and a mob gathered ronnd th9 
akitsteifs cairiage, as< be was returning 
lat& fnm the- House of Jxirds, The 
-maoe carriage/ and iJie same man^ whom, 
bnt a &w shott, imeka. bisfore^ this popu- 
lace, bad drawn with lond hn^sas^ and 
tfkaost with itears of afib^n* U^movfid 
«f jniod, as. he had been^ when he heard 
their fanzaas^ Lord Oldboroogh ^npw lis* 
itfoed to their execratbns^ till jram 
abuse they • began to proceed to ontr 
fage.^T^^fitaaes wcoetlupomii aft his car? 
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riage. One of his servants narrowly 

escaped beinfj struck. Lord Oldbo^ 

rough was alone — he threw open . his 
carriage-door^ and sprang out on., the 
step. 

" Whose life is it you seek r '* cried 
he, in a voice which obtained instant si-? 

lence. — "Lord Oldborough's ? LcHrd 

Oldborough stands before you; Take 

his life who dares ~ a life spent in your 
service. — Strike ! — But strike openly. — » 
You are Englishmen, not assassins.'* 

Then^ turning to his servants, he add'^ 
ed, in a calm voice^ 

" Home— slowly. Not a man here 

will touch you. Keep your master in 
sight.— If I fall, mark by what hand-'^-rr 
'* Then stepping dpwn into the midst of 
the people^ he crossed the sifeet to the 
flagged pathway, the crowd opening to, 
make way for him. He walked on with 
a deliberate firm step. . The mob movi<ig 
along with hiin, sometimes huzzaing'^ 
sometimes uttering horrid execrationa in 
horrid tones* ^ Lo^rd Oldborough, pre*- 
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serving absolute silence^ still walked on, 
tiever turned his head or quickened his 
pace till he reached his own house. — 
Then, facing the mob, as he stood wait- 
ing till the door should be opened, the 
people, struck with his intrepidity, with 
one accord joined in a shout of applause. 

< The next jAstant, and before the 

door was opened, they cried, 
.^^'Hatoif! — Hatoff!" 

Lord 01dborough*s hat never ftirred. 
.— A man took up a stone. 

'' Mark that man ! "— cried Lord Old- 
borough. 

The door opened. — " Return to 
your homes, my couotrymen, and bless 
God that yon have not, any of you>, 
murder to answer for this night."** 

Then entering his house, he took) off 
his hat, and gave it to one of his attend- 
ants. — His secretary. Temple, had run 
down stairs to meet him, inquiring what 
was the cause of the disturbance. 

^^Only;* said Lord OWborough, " that 
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I have served the people, but never bent 
to them.'* 

^f Carse them! they are not wortli 
serving.— Oh 1 I tfaougbt they'd have 
takeu my Lord^s. life that minute/- criied 
his faithfiil a^vant Rodney. — ^*The sjghf 
left my eyes. — I thought he was gone for 
ever. — ^Thank God ! he's safe. — Take off 
my Lord's coat.— I can't-*for the soul of 
me. — Curse those nngratefol people ! '* 

.^fJ)o not Curse tbem^ niy good Rod* 
ney," said Lord Oldbbnaugh, smiling.-^ 
'f Poor people, they are not ungrateful, 
only mistaken^ Those who mislead 
tlftem are^ to blame. — The English fu*e 
a fine people. *-r£ven an English mob^ 
you see, it generonsi and jnsti ai far ai it 
knows.*'— ^ 

' Lord OldlponHigli wfit sound ^nslcsep 
^^ vi^tf befoi^ any otl^er individuiA 
In the house bad ftpisbed talking of tb€ 
jdanger^ he had 0sca|)ed» 

The civil and military courage shefwn 
by the ipiinister in the suddep attack 
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^pooL bis character and parsoo wew 
such^ as to raise itim again at once td 
his former height in public .esteem. Hi9 
enemie?) were obliged to affect admirar 
tioB. The Greenwidi party, foiled in 
this attempt, now disavowed it, — News 
of a victory efiaced tlie memory of th^ 
late dtBc^j^KNOtment. — Stocks rose — ad- 
dresses for a change of ministry were 
t|aashed —^ addresses of thanks and con<- 
gratnlation ponred in — Lotd Oldborougk 
gave them to Mr. Tempk^ to answer, 
and kept the strength of his attentio9 
&ced upon the gveat ol^ects which. weir^ 
essential to the nation, and the sovereign 
he served* 

Mv. FakiMier saw that the storm had 
hlowD over, the darknewi was paat^ Lord 
CHdbimHigh, firm and superior, stood 
br%ht ill poww, and before him the 
CemmisMoaer bent more obsequious^ 
more anxious than: ever^ -^ Anxious h^ 
might well be ; unhappy, father ! the life^ 
perhaps, of one of his sons, . his honor 
certaiply at stake, the fortone of anr 
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etber, bis existence rained ! — And what 
hopes of propitiating him, who had so 
suffered by the favor he had already 
shown — who had been betrayed by one 
of the family — and disgraced by another. 

-^ The Commissioner's only hope was 

All the riecollection of the words, 

" I pity you from my soul, Sir,** — 
which burst from Lord Oldborough, even 
at the moment when be had most reason 
to be enraged against Colonel Falconer. 
Following up ihS% idea, and working on 
the generous compassion, of which but 
for this indication he would not Have 
supposed the stern Lord Oldborough to 
be susceptible, the Commissioner ap- 
peared before him every day the inaage 
of a broken-hearted father. — In silence 
Lord Oldborough from time to time 
looked at him, and by these looks, more 
than by all the promises of all the great 
men who had ever spoken to him, Mr. 
Falconer was reassured ; and, as he told 
Mrs. Falconer, who, at this time, was in 
dreadful anxiety, he felt certain, that 
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Lord OldboroBgh would not punish him 
for the faults of bis sorii — he was satis- 
fied, that his place and hispensioa would 
not be taken from him, and that, at least 
ia fortune, they should not be utterly 
ruined. -■ — Iii this security the Commis- 
sioner showed rather more than his ciis-^ 
tomary degree of strength of mind^ and 
more knowledge of Lord Oldbdrough^s 
character, than he had upon most other 
occasions evinced. 

. Things were in this state, when, one 
mcnrning^ after Lord Oldborough had 
given orders, that no one should be ad^ 
mitted, as he was dictating some public 
papers of consequence to Mr. Temple, 
the ]>uke of Greenwich was announced;. 
His Grace sent in a note to signify, that 
he waited t^pon Lord Oldborough by 
<»rder of his Majesty ; and that, if this 
hour were not convenient, he begged to 
have the hour named, at which bis Grace 
eould be admitted^ — His Gra<:e was ad- 
milted instantly. — Mr, Temple retired-— 
for^it was evident-^ this was to be a ae- 
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cret C56iiferencc. — — His Grace of Green- 
wich entered with the most ioiportant 
solemnity -«« infinitely more ceremeuious 
than ttsnal^ he was at last seated, and, 
after heavy and audiUe sighs, sttil hesi- 
tated to open his business. Throxi^h the 
effected gloom and dejection of hid eoon- 
tenance Lord Oldborongh saw a mali* 
cions pleasure lurking, whilst, in a sitn- 
died exordium, he spoke of the infinite 
reluctance, with which he had been com* 
pdled, by hb Majesty*s express orders, 
to wait upon his Lordship on a buttoess 
the most painful to his * fbelings. As be- 
ing a publit colleague — as a near and 
dear connexion-** as a friend in long ha* 
bits of intimacy with his Lordship, .he 
had prayed his Majesty to he- excused. 
*— But it was his M^esty^s pleas«reT-^be 
had only now to beg his Lordship to be- 
lieve, that it was with infieite eonoem, 
'&c. -^*— -*- Lord Qldborough^ though iBuf- 
-feiittg under this circumlocution, iQiever 
•cohdescended to. show any Bjmptom of 
Impatience, 'but allowing his Gr^ce- to 
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ran f&e dianges on the words and forms 
of apology, when these were exhausted^ 
his Lordship simply said, that " his Ma- 
jesty^s pleasure of coBrse precluded all 
poss%ility of hesitation, and all necessity 
for apology/' — 

'His Grisice was vexed to find Lord 
C^borongh still unmoved, he was sure 
this tranquilKty could not long endxjxe^^ 
he continued — 

" A sad business, my Lord — 'A ter- 
rible discovery ... I really can hardly 
bring myself to speak. . . ." 

Lord Oldborough gave his Grace no 
ass»tance. . 

*^ My private regard** ... he re- 
peated. 

A smile of contempt on Lord'OIdbo- 
rough's cbiintenance. 

• " Voiir Lordship's hitherto invulner- 
able public integrity'' ... 
-: A glance of indignation ' from Lord 
Oidborotigh. 

*^ IHHtiuTto invulnerable ! — ^Your Grace 
wiU explain/' 



• * • 
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^^ Let these • . • these fatal tM)te^ 
letters , . . unlbrtanately got into the 
kaods of a leading • . • inipracticab](» 
member of opposition • . . and by him 
laid • • • Would that I had been ap- 
prised ... or could have conceived it 
possible • . . time enough to prevent that 
step . . • but it was done before I had 
the slightest intimation — laid before his 
Majesty ..." 

Lord Oldborough calmly received the 
letters from his Grace. 

*^ My own hand-writing, and private 
seal, I perceive." 

The Duke sighed — And whilst Lord 
Oldborough drew out, opened, and read 
the first letter in the parcel — his Grace 
went on — 

^^ This affair has thrown us all into 
the greatest consternation — It is to be 
brought before parliament immediately 
• . • unless a resignation should take 
place . • • which we should all deplore 
. . • The impudence, the inveteracy, of 
that fellow, is astonishing ... no silenc- 



^^ 
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ipgbun—^We nAght bash up the aflfair 
if Ms Majesty hftd not been apprised; 
bot where the interest of the service is 
concerned, his Majesty is warm.*' 
' *^Hi8 Majesty!" cried Lord Oldbo- 
ixmgh »— " His Majesty could not, I 
trnsty for ft -moment imagine these letters 
td be mine?" 

• *^ >But for the hand and seal which I 
nnderdtood yonr Lordship to acknow- 
ledge, I am persuaded his Majesty could 
not have beileved 'it.'* 

*' Believed ! My King ! . . . did 

he beliet^e it ? '• cried Lord (!Mdborough 

** Hts Hgitatiidi) \Vns for a moment ex- 

CWsive, tvticotitrollable ^r- ^^ No ! that I 
win ttevef believe^ till I have it from his 
(ijvn 'Mps/* i^— — Th to commanding him- 

self 

' ^* Yonr femce will "hiive the gciodness 
tb'teav^ the^e IWters with me till to mor- 
rdNr>' • - 

-'•tils 'Gfftce, Tfrilh ibfliiite politeness 
8Wf(4 : rdp^t; • this nndter the necessity of 
r^ftsltig *hfti rfeqtiesfr— His ord^ %ere 

VOL. IV. G 
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only to show the letters to his Lordship, 
^nd then to restore ^hem to the hands of 
the member of opposition, who had laid 
them before his Majesty. 

Lord Oldborongh took off the cover 
of one of the letters, on which was 
merely the address and seal — The ad'^ 
dress was written also at the bottom of 
the letter enclosed, therefore the cover 
could not be of the least impertasce, 
^' The Dnke conld not,'' Lord Oldbo- 
rongh said, ^^refnse t6 leave this with 
him?" 

To this his Grace agreed -^^^ protest* 
ing that he was far from wishing to make 
difficulties. — '^ If there was any thiug 
else he could do • • • • any thing his 
Lordship would wish to have privately 
insinuated, or publicly said ?•* 

His Lordship with proud thanks, as?- 
sured the Duke he did not wish to have 
any thing privately insinuated, and what*, 
ever it jvas necessary to say or do pub- 
licly^ he should do himself, 4ipr give 
orders to have done* His Lordship eii« 
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tered into no iWrdier explanation* — The 
Doke at last was obliged to take his leav<^ 
'^ eaUiestly hoping and trasting that this 
business n^ofuM terminate to bis Lord- 
sfaip*s entire satisfaction.'* 
• No sootier was the Doke gone^ than 
Lord Oldborongh rang for his carriage. 

'^ Immediately — igid Mr. Temple in- 
stantly,'*——* 

Whilst his carriage was coming .to the 
door; in the short^t manner possible 
Lord Oldboroogb stated the facts to his 
secretary^ that letters had been forged 
in his Lordship'd name, * promising to 
certain persons — promotion in the army 
— and navy — gratification — and pen- 
sions* Some of the letters were addressed 
to persons who had actnally obtained pro- 
motion^ shortly after the time of these 
I^ters^ other letters contained reproaches 
for having been ill nsed. Even from the 
i^pid glance Lord Oldborongh had taken 
~df these papersy he had retained the 
'names*of several of the persons to whom 

G 2 
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they were addressed — land the natareof 
the proiQotion obtained. They were 
petBODsf who could have hitd no claim 
upon an honest minister.— -His Lordship 
left a list of them with Mr. Temple •— » 
also the cover of the letter^ oil whbich was 
a Bpecimen of the forged writing and tb^ 
priv^lteseal.: — :- 



" I am going to the King, —.His Ma- 
jebty probably has set out, for Windsor, 
•~If so i shall foHow him. — In niyab- 
sence^ Mr. Temple, think for me — I 
know you fefel for me.— —The object 
i&, to discover the aulfaoVs of -thid for? 
i^ery/'— . 

. ^^ My Lord, may I consult wi(h M^« 
iAlfred Percy ? " 

** Yes — with no other 'pirson — : — ." 
On going to thQ palace Lord Qldbo- 
i^otigh :foofid> tliat the Kiiirg had set qut 
'for ^iiid^r4— biB fullmved bka thither 
-^ arrived, just as his Majesty was 
nioun^ag'his .ho(rse.^— .Sfi^prised M tiie 
fSifplltof the minister the Kisg^ (aokrhis 
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foot out of the stirrnp, and prepared 14 

fli9hBOUDt. ' : 

" I beg I may not detain yow Ma* 
jesty — I see I am late/' — said Lord Old*- 
Ijorottgh. 

" Is the bogriness urgent, my Lord ? " 

"No, please your Majesty, for it 
concerns principally myself. — It can^ 
therefore^ wait yoar Majesty's leisure at 
any liour your Majesty may appoint.^' 

The King dismounted instantly, 

" This moment, my Lord^ I am at lei* 
sure for any business that comterns your 
Lordship.^* 

The King retiimecl to the palace --^ 
Lord Oldborough follbwecf, and all thv 
spectators on foot and liorseback were left 
full of cqriosity, - 

Notwithstanding the condescension' of 
his Majesty's words and manner, aritf 
the polite promptitude to attend to any 
business that concerned his Lordship, if 
was evident to Lord OHborough's pene-' 
tration, that there was an unusual cold ^ 
ness apd formality i^ the Kin^s^ cous^' 



126 PATRONAGE. 

teuance and deportment^ unlike the 
gracioasuess of his reception, when 
satisfied and pleased. -— Nor did In^ air 
becoma less reserved^ when they were 
alone in the cabinet;, on the contrary, 
the King looked as one prepared to hear, 
but determined to say as little as pos-^ 
sible. 

Lord Oldborongh placed himself so ad 
to give the King the advantage of the 
Jight, which he did not fear to have fall 
on bis own countenance. 

** Please your Majesty, certain letters, 
signed with my name, and scaled with 
my seal, have, I am informed^ been hid 
before your Majesty/' 

*< Yopr Lordship has beeo rigWy in- 
formed.*' 

" I trust .... I hope your Majes- 
ty....' 

At tbd firm assertion, in the tone with 
which: Lord Oldborongh pronounced, t 
trust — ^^his Majesty's' eye^ changed^— and 
moved' away from Lord OldboroughX 
wHen be^ with respectful intertogatioQ 



^» 
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of tone, added " I liope your Majesty 
conld not believe those letters to be 
mine/' 

•^ Frankly, my Lord," said tbe King, 
assuming an open air — " tbe assertiojis, 
tbe insinuations of no man, or set of 
men, of any rank, or weight ifi my 
dominions, could by ^ny imaginable 
means have induced me to conceive it 
possible, that $nch letteni had been writ- 
ten by jronr Lordship. Not for one 
moment conld my belief have been com- 
pelled by any evidence, less strong than 
youi" Lordship*s hand^writing and seal. 
I own, I thonght I knew yoiir Lord- 
ship's seal and writing; but I find, 
and rejoice to find, that I have been de- 
ceived/* '• , 

' " I thank yoor Majesty — 1 -cannQt 
feel surprise, that a forgery and a coun- 
terfeit, which, at* first view, compelled 
nay own belief of tl^ir being genuine, 
-^honld for a moment, have deceived your 
Msyesty. But, I own, 1 had flattered 
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myself, that my sovereign knew my heart 
and character yet better than my seal and 
signature/' 

*' Undoubtedly, my Lord/'— 
^' And I should have hojped, that, if 
your Majesty had perused those letters, 
no assertions could have been necessary, 
on my pc^rt, tp convince, youi* M'^ije^ty;, 
that they could not be. mine. — 1 bskVP 
now only to rejoice, that j'our Majesty, is 
undeceived -^ And thut .1 havie not .i^^ 
tii^ded unn^e^arilif upon your Mi^estjr 
with this explanation. -^ I am fiiUy^fleup 
$ible of your Majefty'^ goodness^ in 
bayidg thus pei^ttted me to mak^,. a3 
earfy us possible, to your Majesty, thifi 
as^^rtlon of my inupcenoe. .i ■ For . the 
proofs of it, and for the detection of the 
guilty, I am preparing; and 1 hope to 
mak^ .the9fi as dear to your Majesty, us 
your .Majesty's assuntnoe of the pleasnne 
you feel in being undeceived is satia- 
factory . » . consolatory to me -~?- 1 d^ 
taio jQulr Majesty no longer/' concluded 
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Lbr^ Oldboroiigh, wHh a bow of pro- 
found yet proud respect. 

'' My Lord,*'- said the King, " I liave 
no doubt that ^this aflfafr will redound to 
ydur^ honor, and termifiate to your 'hdrA^ 
8hfp*s €niir& satbfdctioit^ ' * 

' The very phrase used by the Duke of 
Greenwich. 

•• As to* myself, your Lordship can^ 
have no fiirther anxiety, but 1 wish yout' 
Lordship^s ehdeivorsto detect and bring^ 
proofs home to the guilty m&y ber 
promptly successful — -for the gratifica- 
tion of your own* feelings, and the satis- 
faction of- the public mind,' before the' 
matter should be brought forward' in par- 
Hament. 

• As his Majesty T|uttted the cabinet he' 
jfl#6d somfe gracious phrases; expressive^ 
of the high esteen^i he fi^lt for the mifaijg- 
t&r, and the Inlei-est he had always, 'an"(f 
should always take, in whatever could* 
dtnrtribote to Kis public and pmvate . '. . 

' To -an eye and ear ' lew^ praCtieidf jtt" 
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courts than this mioister, all diat ' bad 
been said would have been really satisn 
factorjr^ but Lord Oldborough discerned 
a secret embarrassment in the sstulfij 
a constraint in the mannerji a care, 
ain effort to be gracious in the language^ 
a c^ntion^ a rounding of .the periods^ a 
recurrence to technical phrases of com^ 
pliment and amity, a irant of ^ the free 
fiuQnt language of the heart :. language 
lybich, as it flows, whether from sove- 
reign or subject, leaves a trace, that the 
art of courtier or of monarch cannot 
imitate — In all attempts at such imitar 
tion, there is a want, of which vanity 
apd even interest is not always sensible, 
but which feeling perceives instantly — 
][^ord Oldborough felt it -^ and twice^ 
during this audience, he was on the poii^^ 
of offering his resignation, and- twice, 
exeiting strong power oyer himself be 
refrained. • 

He saw pl^nly, that he was not wh^re 
he had been in the King's confidjence* or 
fevor i that his enenies had been . at 
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k/ and, in some measure, had snc* 
eeeded ; tftat suspicions had been infnsed 
hltothe King^s miiid. — That his Kinghad 
doubted him, his Majesty had confessed 
— and Lord Oldborongh discerned, that 
there was no genuine joy at the moment 
his Majesty was undeceived, no real 
anxiety for his honor, only the ostensible 
liianifestation unsuitable to the occasion 
•— repeatable — or recordable. 

Still there- was nothing of which he 
could complain; every expression, if 
written down or repeated, must have 
appeared proper and gracious frpm the 
sovereign to his minister ; and for that 
minister to resign at such a moment, from 
pride or pique, would have been fatal to 
the dignity, perhaps to the integrity of 
his character. 

Lord Oldborough reasoned thus as he 
stood before the King, and compelled 
himself, during the whole audience, and 
to the last parting moment, to preserve 
an air and tone of calm respectful- self- 
possession. His Majesty mounted his 
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horse, and galloped off to^take a ride in 
the park ; whilei, full of carey his Lord^ 
ship got iato.fais carrier to return, to 
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CHAPTER XXXVHL 



During Lord OldborongVs alfsencebis 
faithfal secretary had been active in his 
service* Mr. Temple went imttiedialte}]^ 
tp. his friend Alfred Percy, Alfred hiEMl:' 
ja$t returned iatigned frxHn the r courts/ 
and. wag resting hiimelf^ in conversation 
with his wife and CaToliin€» 
. ^' I am sorry to- disturb yon^ Alfired/^ - 
said .Mr. Temple^ ^^ but I muftt take yon* 
away from the$e^ ladies to consult- you on 
particnltr: 'business/' 

^' OhI let the particular business wait* 
till he has rested himself,-' said Mrs.^ 
Percy, " unless it be a matter of llfeaod' 
death-" 

/^ Life and death !•• crie4^ Ladr 
Frances; Adington^ running in at the^ 
open doof i. ^.^ Yer! it is^ a matter* of *Hfe ^ 
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Percy! going the moment I come into 
the room — Impossible ! ** 

^^ Impossibie it woald be/* said Mr. 
Temple^ ^^ in any other case • • • • 
But ."* 

" When a lady's ia the case, 
Yoa know all other things of course give plac^" 

cried Lady Frances. ^^ So positively, g^U'*^ 
tjemen^ I stop the way. — •— Bnt Mr. 
Temple, to comfort you — for I never 
s^w a man, gallant^ or ungallant, look so 
impatient; I sb&ll not be able to stay 
above a moment . . • • Thank yon, Mi^. 
Percy^ I can't sit down .... Mrs. Crab-- 
stock, the crossest of Crabstocks and 
Stiffest of pattern wottien, -is in the car* 
riage waiting for me. — Give me joy -i— 
I have accomplished my purpose, and' 
witboot Lady Jane Granville's assistance^ 
•—obtained a permit to go with' Lady 
Trant, and mad^ her take me to LaCdy 
Apgelica^flf last night. -^— Grrand con vet- 
sazione ! — St^ the tjrerman' Baron-! -^-^ ^ 
Capght bo^b.tb? profiles «— have'm heve 
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defy you not to stnile. Look/* 

cried her Ladyship^ drawing out of her 
ridicule a caricature — which she pat into 
Caroline's hand, and> whilst she was look- 
ing at it, Lady Frances wfsnt on speak- 
ing rapidly. 

. '^ Only a sketch, a scrawl in pencily 
while they thought 1 w]as copying a son- 
net to- wisdom — qi> the worst bit of paper 
too, in the world « . . old cover of a letter 
I stole from Lady Trant's ridicule, while 

she was at cards. Mr. Temple, you 

shall see my chef d'o^vre, by and by ; 
don*t look at the reverse of the medal, 

pray. Did not I tell you, you were 

the most impatient man in the world ?'* 

. It was true, that Mr. Temple was at thisi 
instant most impatient to get possession • 
oi the paper, for on jthe . hack pf that 
cover of the letter, on which the caricari 
tnre was drawn^ . thei h^nd-writii^ ^of tjbe. 
direction appeared to him . . . He daredj 
scarcely believe hi» eyes —his bopes« • 

//• Mts. Cr»b9tQck, my Lady.**/* 
eaid the fgiotmaoi ^^ ift t^aiting^'* , ; 
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*^ I know; Sir,** said Lady Frances ; ; ; 
*' So, Caroline, yon won't aee the likeness; 
V^ry well ; if Icarft get a compTi-^ 



ment, I mast be off. — When you draw rf' 
eJiricatute; I worft praise it.-" — —Here? 
Mr, Temple, one look, since yon'ar^ 
dyiwgforit." '*•' 

- " One look will not satisfy me ; ** crie J 
Mr. Templei seizing tbe paper :" yonf 
Ladyship unnStiea^the drawirig with ns' 
till to Hwrrowr* 

; " i;» — »iw*#. *-^^^-^ Given at our court- 
of St. James's. -^ Lord OMbbronglf s own- 
imperative style:" 

' " Iitip«ratt?e! tio;* humbly f beseech 
your LadjT^hip, - thus humbly,'*'* cried MirJ 
Temple, kneeHng>in jesi, but keeping in 
earnest fast hcAd of tlte paper. 

"But why? Why} . ... Arc you 
act|naintM with Lady Angelica r * . . . . 
P did ii#t' kttow^ you tee^* Lady A'nge- 

^* Itigteiccllcnt! — W«'4*mta 
liannot -let' ii gbi . . . This^liand, that 
seized it, Iditg^sliallkblHAexprize.^ 
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" The man's miid — li»t don't think 
ril give it to yoa-T—^I ttoqU no^giye-it 
to my mother • . . . but TU Jeod it;to 
yon, if yottll tell me hoafsatly vby you 
\fant it," 

*^ Honestly—- 1 want to show it to a 
particalar friend, who will be delighted 
with it.". 

" Tell me w^o, this miimtej or yo« 
sl^ll not bav^ it." 

'/ Mirs^ Ciralistock, my .Lady> bads . ram 
say, the Dackess ." 

" TheDi:|cbi*ss--rTlie.deQas(^l-~if 8h«^ 

come to the, DQcheg,^^ I jxxn&t go> •■ ■ I 

bpj>e. your mAn>: Mr$. Piar«qr, won!t tell 
Mrs. Crabstoftfe b#; s^w thl^- gentlanM 
kueeliog..^ -. ., 

'VMrs. Crdb&taek*a getlao^ mA, my 

Lady/' $aid *be footmiftn^ reformdg. •w . 

" Mr. Temple, f^r mfirrjr^s aake^ get 
up." ' 

" Nevier,, ikillypfir. Ladyship ogives stc 
the drawu\gi," . 

** Tt^re^r thwel l«t ma |^-^ «achK 
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*^ Good morning to you, Mrs. Percy, 

—Good bye, Caroline. Be at Lady 

Jane's to nigbt, for Tm to be there.*^ 

Her Ladyship ran off, and met Mr^ 
Crabstock on the stairs, M^th whom we 
leave her to make her peace as &bc 
pleases. 

** My dear Temple, I beliere you are 
out of ypur senses,** sai^ Alfred, ^^ I ne^ 
ver saw any man so importunate about 
a drawing, that is not worth a straw V • ». 
trembling with eagerness, and kneeling !• 
— Caroline, what do you think Rosa* 
iBond woold have thought of all this ?^ 

^^ If she. knew the whole, she would 
have thought I. acted well,** said Mn 
Tempje. ■— *' But come, I have business.*' 

Alfred took him into his study, and 
there. the whole affair wsks explained;^ 
Great was Alfred*s astonishment ; .;; Klr.> 
•Temple had brought with him the spe«> 
cunen of ,the forgery, to show Alfred, 
and, upon comparing it witb the band* 
writing' on the cover of the letter on. 
which the caricature was drawUj the 
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jsifDilaiity appeared to be strikingly ex^- 

act. — The caver, which had been stolen, 

as Lady Frances Arlington said, from. 

Lady Trant's ridicuie^ was directed to 

Captain Nuttall. — He wa*^^ one of the 

persons to whom forged letters had been 

written, as appeared by the list wbicb 

Lord Oldborohgh had left with . Mr. 

Temple. The secretary was ^most'cer- 

tiM, that hi!» Lordship had never written 

with his own hand to any Captain Ntit<- 

tall ; bnt ' this he could ask the moment 

he should see Lord Old borough again. *-^ 

It seemed as if this paper had never been 

actually used as the cover of a letter, for 

it had no post-mark, seal, or wafer. — 

Upon fiirther inspection, it was perceived^ 

t^t a.^ had been left' out in the name 

tf Nuttall, and it appeared probable, that 

Ilie cover had' been thrown aside, and a 

new one written, in consequence of this 

oitrission. — — But Alfred did not think it 

pdsfiible, tbat'Lady Trant could be the 

foi^r of these letters, because he had 

iten aome of her Ladyahip s not^&c^ iu« 
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vitataon to Caroliiid^ and tb^y trfcre writ^ 
ttfii i^' a wrfelrcfa^d 'crainped baiidi ^ 

'^' But 'that cramped' hand might he 
feigned to conceal the powers of pen- 
inanf^hip/- said' Mr. Temple, 

**^ Well I granting her Lady^h}p*s ta* 
lents were equal to the mere execution'^ 
Alfred persisted in thinking she had not 
abilities isnfbcient to. invent or .eombih^ 
all the* parts^ oi^ 'snfch <a scheme ^r- She 
mtghtr h6 aiy aocompUeey ' but she mrist 
bsverfaad a principal>-«*f And. who cduU 
4bat priiicipal fee'-*'-'^*- ? '* ' . ' 

The stcme snepidron^ tKe same persoii^ 
catne. at the sameinomenty into the heads^ 
of botfa.gentUaien^: as they^ysat: looking 
at each othayt . 

^' There u tmit mtftnacy betirteta 'thttu^ 
**-said Alfoed4—*^ BecoUeot air the pains 
Lady Ti'anfc toc^ fet Mts. F^diooer abont 
English ' Clay **— They i . u *V 

'^ Mrs. Falconeir ! ■■■Bet how' could 
she 'possibly) get at Lord* Oldborotigh's 
private sed.»**«a^ seal that h always locked 
n|>-^'a aeai never used to any oottiftoit 
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l^etter, . never to apy b\it tlids? ,writtep:by' 
I^is o;svn b^and to som^ pjdvate friead^. 
and on Bpme. very J)£)rtiqplar occasion. — 
Since I have be^n wUb Wqi I haye »ot 
seen him tf^ tb^t :$jeal tbrej0 dmes*' « 

" When ftod to. ^bo^^, : cw yptt re- 
collect ? " said Alfred. 
. " I rect^lept ! -—-r- I Hat^jit aU ! " ex- 
claimed Mr. Temple, -^rikiog the' (<k})lei 
-" I batij it . . ..B«t; U^-Firaiices 
Arlington ! I am sorry -she as gone." 

" Wliyi wBiat of bei- ?ir— iadyiErAnee* 
can have nothing ituaoeito do iwith the 

i»B§ioe9$?" : . ' : : ■ /. ■ 

^ 5^ Slid has iajgceat deal JBore^! I can 
a§8V|r^ T/miii — ibnt witbai»t krayirkig k." 
; '' Otf «bat I' ma certain, or lall '.tbe 
Wi^rld J wunlil.baye jknevtw/ it long ago -^ 
but . . . TeU-i«etiriw:?'-'*y-" * ' . 

*' I recollect, dt!die- bioiar/wftan i was 
449glii^. /after. Ladp FaiMCces. V .: « : iKIlere's 
gf^Q^ iti jtmscf. tlwig .,.;.>gnst:4)tfoipe iite 
Ifis^iit dtMfen Ad JFeiioaei^lGoiRtt^ > liiai) LMy -» 
iklp /^f^>f^oa\jbk}ir9vhasialim^ ifleome 
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what she callecl, breadrseab — She took 
the impre8siou of ^eals off^ with bread 
... no matter how» but she did^ and 
used to torment me • « • no — I thought 
it a great pleasure at the time ... to 
procure for her all the pretty seals I 
could." 

^^ But^ surely^ you did not give her 
Lord Oldborough's ? '' 

" I ! — not I ! — how could you ima- 
gine such a thing ? ** 

^' Yoii were in love^ and might hi(vje 
foi^t consequences/* 

^^ A man in love may forget every 
tfaing^ I grant . . • except his fidelity -^ 
No — I never gave the seal — but I per- 
fectly recollect Lady Frances showing k 
to me in her ooUection^ and my asking 
her how she came by it."— — 

^ And how did she ? ** ^ 

'^ From the cover of a note which>tiMi 
Duke, her uncle, had received fixm 
Lord Oldboroughy eni I, at the time^ 
remembered his Lordship^s having 'wrii-<^ 
ten it to tfaejDuke of Chreenwich^ on^he 
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¥irth of his grandson. Lord' Oldborough 
liad, upon a former occasion^ affronted 
his Grace by sending him. a note sealed 
with a wafer — this time his Lordship 
took special care^ and sealed it with his 
private seal of honor J* 

" Well ! But how does this bring the* 
matter home to Mrs. Falconer?** said 
Alfred. 

^^ Stay — I am bringing it as wear 
home to hor as possible — We all went 
doWn to FalconerrConrt together — And 
there I remember Lady Frances had her 
collection of bread-seals> and was danl>« 
mg and colouring them with verniillion 
. • • and Mrs. Falconer was so , anxious 
aboot tfaem r— * and Lady Frances gave her 
several • • • I must see Lady Franciss 
again directly, to inquire whether she 
gave her^ among the rest^ Lord Old* 
ittrough*8 -^ 1*11 go to Lady Jane Gran-^ 
nlle's this , evening cm purpose ■ ■ ? ■ But 
iMidl not better go this .moment to Lady- 
Tranti" 

Alfred advised, that having traced the 
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niatter thus far, they afacmld noi ha&ard 
giving any alarm to Lady Trant, or to 
Mrs. Falconer, but should report to Lord 
Oldborough what progress had heen 
made. ' 

Mr. Temple accordiagly went hofne, 
to* be in readiness for his Lordship's 
returri. ' ' During Lord Old-borough's 
drive from Windsor, the first exaltation 
of indignant pride havitig Mibsided, ^hd 
his cool jiidgment reflecttug upoii Whtit 
had passed, he coni^idertd 'that, hpwever 
satisfactory to his own mind might he 
the feeling of his innocence, 'the proofs 
of it Were necessary to sattiigfy the pi!i%lic ; 
be saw thttt' his character would be lefb 
deubtftil, and tit the mercy of -Hrs iSne- 
mies, if he wet-e in piqui -and resetit- 
toent hastily 'to resigfn, hefore he' had 
vindicated his integrity. -—*-^ ^^ tf t^^^ 
pmofs be prddnccd, ' riiy Loid!***^ these 
wo?rds recurred to him, arid Ms anidWy 
to 'obtiih *these 'prtrofe Yose high " ■■■ ' arid 
high was his satisfaction the mometit-'M 
sttw his ^secretary ; fbr, by the first gitthce 
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kt Mr. Temjde^s counteciance he per«> 
criveii, that sone ^discoi?ery had beea 
made. 

Alfred, that nighty reoeived^ tfanouglt 
Mr. Tempie, his Lordship's request^ that 
ii^ woald dbttiin what further informal 
tioa he could relative to the private 6eal> 
ia whatever way he tboogfat most pri]<- 
dent. -^ His Lordship trasted :eDdre]}r te 
faiB discretion-:^ Sin Temple wafi engaged 
i¥ith other business, 

Alfred went with Carolina io Lady 
ilane Granviile's> to meA fjadj^ Frances 
Arlington ; he entered into coliT^satioiH 
aoid by degrees lirat^t her to his ^oint, 
playiiig dil the time wkb heir cnmsity^ 
aad4itiiiiorklg.her ebill^sfan^Sy tvUleli^ 
esifriad on his^cMss-^ixfiiMinatiAu. 

At first she could not recotlect any 
tMag' Biktini maktVfg die seak he talked 
of-^^^ l4^was>a ilhcy 4i«: httd passed-- 
•wA-ar-pastifatacy/' «l^ i^id, '" was Tike 
k piiit Id^^ or a past ^be^avmy, ^oodfot 
IpMhibgi htit «^ he^^jjotteti/'^-^Havt^v^t^ 

VOL. IV, H 
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by proper leading of the witness, * ahd 
suggesting time, place, . and . circnm- 
stance, lie did bring to the fair lady^s 
ihind all that he wanted her to remem- 
ber. ^' She could not conceive what 
interest. Mr. Percy could take in the 
matter ... it was some jest about Mr. 
Temple, she was sure « • • Yes, she did 
recollect a seal with a Cupid riding a 
lion, that Mr. Temple gave her just 
before they went to Falconer-Court^—* 
was that what he meant V 

"Jfo— but a « curious seal** — (Alfred 
described the device). 

"Lord 01dbbrough*s ! Yes, there 

was some such odd seal . . • But it was 
not given to her by Mr. Temple-^she 
took that from a note to his ancle, the 
Puke of Green vnch." 

" Yes — that Alfred said be kneW; 
but what did her Ladyrfip do with it ?*' 
. *^ You know how I got it I— —Bless 
me, yon seem^to know every thing I 
do and say — Mo^ know my affiurs Vastly 
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well — yon act the conjurer admirably — • 
pray, can you tell me ^ who I am to 
waiTy?" — 

^* That I will — when your Ladyship 
ias told me to whom yon gave that 
«eal?" 

i. ^* That I wonid, and welcome, if I 
could recollect — but T really can't— If 
you think I gave it to Mr, Temple, I 
assure you, you are mistaken, you may 
ask him.** . * 

'' I know your Ladyship did not givei 
it to Mr. Temple — But to whom did y<Hi 
give it?** 

' " I remember now . , • not to any 
gentleman after all-*- you are positively 
out — 

" I gave it to Mrs. Falconer.'* . 

*' You are certain of that, Lady 
£fance3 Arlington ? '* • 

" I am cert^iri, Mn Alfred Percy.** 
. ". Atid how can yon prove it to me. 
Lady Frances ?*! 

" .The easiest wiqf in the world . . • 
by asking Mrs. Falconer — Only I don't. 

H 2 
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^ tliere now mnch, since Oeorg^inv 
and I have quarrelled — fbot what cai| 
make you so curious about it?" i 

' ^^ ThaVs a secret-^May I ask, if ydur 
X^odydiip , woQ^d know the seal ag^in If 
you saw it ? — Is this any thing like ih^ 
jbpreKiion ?"-j- (showing her tb^ seal "on 
the -forged coveii). ^ 

J *^ The very same that I gave Mw.; 
Falconer, FU steear to it — I'll teli yout 
how I know it particularly. There's » 
little ooter rifn here, with points to it,, 
which tibere is ntft to the otjier-^l fasten^ 
ed my bread-seal into an old setting of 
iiiy;owh, fudm which I had lost the stbne 
•^Mrs. FaJconer took a fancy t6 ft, 
among a number of others, so I let h^r 
have it." 

^^ Ko# I have answered tdl yMr qdi^s* 
tions — Answer mine ^-^ Who kafki id 
marry?" 

^ Your Ladyship . will marlty Whoever 
. • . your Ladyship pfeflwc^l**' - 

'' ^'hftt was m ^mbigiloui) d^^tver," 



terfji."-^ — !-r-H«P Lrtdysbip^ y/raa going to 
imiK Qu .mih aom^ further qui^sUoiis^ hA 

]}cit p^rn^tl^d W ^tiaw^r mare e^pligiS^^ 
left her completely in the dark: liat^ 
.i^l^at bis liie^iiiiig h^ been ia thi^ :vl[ole 
OQayeFsatlop* 

He ported progress to Lord Olds- 
borough — and his Lordship -slept Ap 
loab^: tMs taigbt i^ be did the might 
)i^T be bud be^ii attadk;ed by the loohv- ^ 
.. T^e QeiJt xnprDing the first "percKm he 
^99irQ4 tp siee was Mr. Falconer r-^kis 
Lordship seat for him into his caJainet. - 
i " Mr* Gconn^ssioQer Fakoner^ I pro- 
m^ tp giye yoo notice .whenever I 
'^bpuld s^ any probability of my ^oing 
putofpftwer." 

" Go^d Ileaven^ my Lord/* exckiw- 
ed . thp Comi^isaioner^ starting badk "tt 
,Thf surpi-ise, the consternatioa . were 
jeal — Lor^ Oldboi«ough had bis ^yp 
i^ppii him to determine that point. i 

\ ** Impossible; sorely ! — I hope .. . •'* n- 
\ His hope flkted at. tho^ mom^at to the 
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Duke of Gk-eenwich — but returned, in- 
«tantly~he had raade no terms • . . had 
missed his time — If Lord Oldborough 
ahonld go out of office, his place^ his 
pension) gone— utter ruin. 
' Lord Oldborough iparked the va* 
cillation and confusion of hi» counte- 
nance^ and saw- that he was cjuitis un- 
prepared. ' » 
- ^* I - hope . . * Merciful "i^owers ! 1 
trast^ • . I thought your Lord«hip had 
tfiaiiiDphe^ OTer ^I^ joor enemies^ and 
vis firmer in favor and power than even 
•*^What can have occurred , . ,?'* 

.Without making any ansiter, Lord 
Otdborough beckoned to tb^ Com mis* 
sioner to approach nearer the window 
where his Lordship was standing, and 
then suddenly put into his hand the cover 
with the forged hand-writing and seal. 

*^ What am I to understand by this^ 
my Lord?'* said the bewildered Com* 
missioner^ turning it backwards and for- 
wards ..." Major Spry!— I never saw 
the man in my life • . • May \ a.sk^ my* 
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Lord, what I am to comprehend from 
this?'* . 

" I see. Sir, that yon know nothing of 
the business ."— 

The whole was explained by Lord Old-* 
borough succinctly— The astonishment, 
and horror in the poor Comihis.sioner*^ 
eounteiiance tlnd gestures, and still mo're,' 
the eagerness with which he begged to' be 
|)ennstted to try to. discover the authors 
4>f this forgery, were sufficient proofs^ that 
.he had Hot the slightest suspicion, that 
the guilt comld be traded to any of his own 
family. 

Lord 01dborbugh*s look, fixed on the 
Commissioner, expressed what it had once 
before expressed. 

" Sir, from my soul I pity you ! " 

The Commissioner saw this look, and 
^ wondered why Lord Oldborough should 
pity him at a time when all his Lordship's 
' feelings should naturally be for himself* 

^' My Lord, I would engage we shall 
discover • • • we shall trace it*** 
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« ^ I. boUeTe ikai I banc disdoari^ed . . * 
that I have traced it,** said Lord OliHicN 
)oi^ -^ and< be arghelL 1 ' 

Now that sigh was more ineomprehen^ 
sible to. the Commissioiier than all the 
fest^ and he stood with his lips open for a 
ijwment, before be could ntier^ 
, ** Why then resign, my Lord ?" 

^^ Tbat is my affair./^ said Lord Odd-^ 
borough — " tLet us, if yto« please^ 'Siti 
thinly of yours^ Ibr^ probably^ this js tbi 
tolly time I sball eyer mo^e^iave itm 
my power, to be of the least s«rvioe t^ 
you." •'* 

' . ^ iOh, toj Lord I My Lord, dbn*t say 
fto/' said the CcnJiamsioneT^ quite for^t^ 
ting all his artificial manner, aud speak'- 
ing naturally --*-^^ ^ last time you shall 
have it in your power I . . • Oh, my dear 
Xord, donH say so 1 " 
f ** My dear. S*r, I raust^-^it gives mf 
pain-?*-you.see it does." - '^ 

* . "At «uch a time as tbia> to think of 
me iuste&d vi jsourself » . • My Lord, 3 
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f^^er hxt&sf you till t]^is moment -^.s^ 
jtrell/' . 

" Nor I, yqu, Sir" — 8^4 Lord Pl^bp- 
rm^ — !»" It is thetinQr^ unfortui^a^ fof 
ps, hoih, thajb our Qonueiuop apd ji^qx^ 
€oar«e mnst now for evq^r cease./' 

*' Neyer, never, my i^ord, if Joja wei:^ 
to gp out of power, tp .qjorrqw . . * >^bicU 
Heaven, in it's joaercy and justice,, forbid: I 
j». • • I conld never fmget the jgpQ^mH 
• • . I wonld never desi^t!( • -^ in 9pite sf 
all interest ... I should continue ^.. • I 
hope y0ttir:Loirdj»lb^ vo|i]d : pf^^mit jne to 
pay my dnty . • . . all i»feercftus§^ .<;Qtal4 



jfte^er. cease.'* 



• • * 



, Lord <OUboi*9ngb .saw^ wd almqjy: 
smiled at the stniggla^ between ibe i^onr: 
tier .and thewiax^ — ibjetiCopfufiion in the 
Commission's laind, between ]us.jfe$JJif^ 
and his interest.^ Partly his Lordship ret 
fievied, and<parlly faepaiiied Jilr. Ealcootyij^ 
i^ daying,*in his firm ioru^ 
' ^^ Lthji^nkyou, ]^.rFalconar-^hat ^ 
interc9nrse must qease r-sr Aftertbis Iionf 
«e meet no 4iiDTe. . 1 .bs^ ^^m;; Sir^ M 

h5 
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eoUect your spirits — aod tp listed to iM 
calmly — Before this day is at an end^^ 
yoD will nuderstaiid why all further in* . 
tercpurse between us would be uselesiv 
to your interest, and incompatible witb : 
my honor. ■" ■ Before many hours ari^, 
past, a blow will be struck, which Will 
go to yemt heart • • • ^for I see yon have 
one i » . and deprive you of the power of 
thought — It is my wish tp make that; 
l>low fall as lightly upon you as pos* 
sibW .- . i. 

*^ Oh^ my Lord, your resignation would 
indeed tie a blow, I could iiever recoyef 

• • . The bare apprehension deprives me 
at this moment of all power of thought, 

• • • but still 1 hope. • « ,V : 

^' Hear me, Sir, I beg, wkhout inter- 
ruption, ■ It is my business to. tbiolt 
for you-^**Go immediately to the Sbke of 
Greenwich, m^e what terms .with hini 
you can — ipake what advantage you caii 
4»f the secret of my approaching resigna** 
tiouj a secret I now put in your power, 
to comugranicate to his GraM^-^aud whick 
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Do one yet suspects -r- J having told it to 
no one living bnt to. yourself* —^ Go . 
qniekly to the Dolce — time presses~I^ 
wish you .success — and a better patron, 
than I have been, than my principles, 
would permit me to be — Farewell, Mn 
Falconer/* 

. The Cdmmissioner moved towards the 
door, when Lord Oldborougfa'said,^' Time^ 
pv^eises^ — but the Conitnissioner stopped 
-^turned back *-^ could pot go » « .The 
tears, — ^real tears — rolled down hi^ cheeks' 

• Lord 01db6trough w^nt forward, and 

held out his hand to him-r-Tb^ Commis* 
sioher kissed it, with th^ reverence wittv 
which he would have 'kissed' his sovei^ 
reign*s hand, and bowing', he involunta- 
rily .backed to the doo^^aa if quitting tlm 
presence of Majesty,* ; ' 
i^ '^ Itisapity tfaatihanivas^.U^damera 
Miurtier, and that he is cursed with a fa4 
ttily, onlnobe of whom there j$; aoyider-! 
pendance'" -^ thought Lord Oldborongbl 
^^ as the do6r closed upon the Commis^ 
liener for eveiwt . / 
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X Lbrd'OIdboroogli ^idayed an-hftttrpop^T 
pbsely, to give Mr; Falconer advantage 
of tbe day with th« Duke of Greenwieb : 
then ordered hi^ oanria^, and drove . .'. . 
to Mrs. FdlGofiep'^. . . x 

• Great was^her surprise at the ministei^Sr 
entrance. I 

* • . ^' Concerned tbe Conrniissiolier was 
tiot at home.'^ 

^* My boShiesis is with Mrs; Fnlcwier**' : 
*^' Mylxwrd . . ; yOHl- tfordghip, » .^.^the 
hoHor and 'the' pleasure^ of-a visit .....; 
£ec»^atia/niy Aja#. , 4 .** 
- Hf rs. Psi^otier tiodded^o her dangbl^^' 
#lio''m0St unM^tUinj^Iy ; « . ^and «8 if dyxn^* 
^th cimosily,'i«ti«'A-^ - / 

' The SfiAite dM away «pon Mfrs. Fsk. 
tmief -fr lifiis^ ' as ' slie dbseiT«d the HiBtn 
^avity jof Lord Ol^hdrongh's ooofltef 
i^ante^^-^^ifte'mo^td a dlaiip towanls hia . 
Lordst^p^ttafir'Stobd, andikaniiigciaiiiiB^ 
ba^k<a# tliee«h4i}r^|MfeUfsed^ asfherloohedtaik^ 

- : m. 4J¥hfat ^is ;ito xokae ?.«»-^duiftil)giKmir . 
nerhaps !**... thoneht Misu JSakl^aar «»^ 
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^or pefhaps ^onethkig about iobn'^-* 
When will be speak ?«...! oaii*t • • ^u 
I most/' • . . . ' 

^^ i am -h^ppif to 'sce fonr Lordabijt 
looking BO well.''"^ t 

^^ I& IVf ra. Falconer AeqnaiiilieA witk 
IkdyTrantV'^ 

" Lady Trant • '. ..YiW, myl^ord./' . ^ 

•f^^Meucy! :|i 'it . possilile ! 't-*- No^ for 

Mer oKm sake .sbe would aei: betray mis/Tf 

•^. ^^^ thought Mis. Falconer. ... 

. '^ Intimately }** said Lord. -Oldbof^' 

rough/ ' - . 

^ Intimately • • •'. That is -as one*s ion. 
ttmfite with every body* • • . of a c^iAaiii 
sort « . . one ^its • ...(botiio/fiiinher /. • 
I^oaf«H^i9ay.|b«»rq the ^boiior "^ • . . . 1 1 

Mrs. -Baloooer was se dtstmet^ ly 
sifeiflg-Lord ^l^bo^oi^h ^wattriwing in his 
podkdtbook^ for s : letteir, ttbatiih i^apilfi' .of 
aUf^ep preeeiuie of imindv^^herkitear/oflfe 

ifhialv/sbe/saidi ap4 Jdl biir<pmfMe^df 
coi^itt^^aiioe^ £aii»d> -when^ Lonl IQUboff 
tVBgiA plftced .befbue . bier yejf'Wi iifae/colrer 
^beeteitoCaitbtiBfiisl^ v • 
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- •^Can you gness how this came iol* 
Lady Trant's posseasioD^ Madam ? ** 

" I protest^ ray Lord/*^ • , . b6t voicd[ r 
trembling, in spite of her utmost ^0brts 
to command it — '* I don*t koow^ •••«•: 
abr cati I conceive" » • . i^ 

" Nor can you conceive by whom iC 
was written. Madam ? " . 

*^ It appears, • • • « It bears a r^etn-* '^ 
blance • • v some likeness . . • as far as £ ' 
recollect « • . «. but it is so long since I ' 
have seen your Lordship^'a own hand • '» • ^ 
And hands are so like • • • sometimes , . • 
And I am so bad a judge • * « • £very . 
hand^ all fashionable hands^ are so like.** 

. *f And every seal, like civcry seal ? *^ — ^ 
said Lord Oldborougb^ placing the count 
terfeit seal before Mrs« Falconer. *—« 

f' I recommend it to you> Madam, tot' 
waste no further time ia evasion : but ta^ 
delivwtOtnEieithe counterpart of this seal^' 
tbe.imprefifioatof zny private $eal,.wbi«b^ 
yott had from Lady. Frknces ArUogtou.** f 
: M A .mere, bread seal! « • » » her Ladyr^ 
ship surely haft not; mi^^p » « • ( veeHj^ 



PATRONAGE, 15 ^ 

have: lost it, . • • . if I ever bad it • • . ; 
I declare your Lordship terrifies me so> 
by, this strange liiode^* . , • 

:^^ I recommend it to yon once more^ 
Madam^ and for tbe last time, I eai*nestly 
recommend it to yon^ to deliver up to me 
that seal^ for I have sworn to my belief, 
that it is in your possession ; a warrant 
has in consequence been issued, to seize 
a^d search your papers^ . » » the persons 
who are to .execute it are below — The 
purport of my present visit • • * of which 
I should gladly have been spared the 
paia, is to save you, Madam, from the 
public disgrace of having a warrant exe^ 
cated. ^ Do not 'faint, Madam^ if you 
cdQ, avoid it, nor go into hysterics —- for 
if , you do — • I must retire — » And the war-f 
raut must be executed -^ your best course 
i%4Q :Ope9 that desk, to give me up the 
se4)>to;make to aie at this. instant a full 
cgi)|es9ion of alVyou know of this trans4 
action -r-rr If ' you do thus, —for yduf 
Imsba^d's sake. Madam, I will, as far aa 
j^jcw. QOQsistently witb . what is due .to 



xay^^if, .^pare yom the shame of ad 



Mrs. Falconer, svith trembliog^ handsj 
finlQcj^ed the desk^ delivered the seal. 

'^ And a letter which I see. in tbis^sanie 
hrod^wrking, Madam, if you please/* 

Ske gave it -r-m- And theu unable tn 
aupport Jherself longer^ Hwak npen a sofii^ 

But s^ie n^tb^F fainted por screamed^. 

She was awar§ of the coQseqiiene^s w** 
Lord Oldborongh . x)peiied the wiadow^ 
to give Iter air . n She n^as nelieved l^y ^ 
bnvst of t^nsT-^and was dieqt «-^'*-** and 
nothing was heard bnl: her sobs, wbi«l| 
she endeavored .to soppiess in viin 



w^«^ 



She was mope relieved on. looking np b«|^ 
one glance at Loird ^QldboiQiiight's ^conii^ 
tenance, where she aaw 4Miiiipasflion Wot^ 
ing ^strdngly.'pt^ 

fif t before .f hd qenld tal»e M^ admflh 
tagie of it, lthe^J^(prei$ionl wftfi idumged^ 
the.&eUng vwas contMlTed, lie was eon-' 
ftoiojiis <if it's weakness *-r he reeoUeeto4 
«^»l peblic jastS^, and ^stice %b hii 
tM^a-eharaotw reqaire^^-'be 'feeoReetea 
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^ the traiiclierj, t^ crmin^ijty^ of ifliith 
s^kajj been guilty. 

*^ Madam, you' £^e not mm in a cottt 
dition I see to explain ydavsjelf ftirtber^ *nt 
f wiU j^lieve yoa from ray pi^eseqce -r*- m^ 
vefMToacbes yoB will never liear-r- Bat I 
shall expect from yon, before one bow; 
sAcb '9tn avowal in wiiting of this whole 
lifamaction, as joaay, widi the .written coKs. 
fcBtieii(|if Lady'Trant, uferd the pfooil 
wbiiU an daw to mj Soverdgn^ aixl f4 
the p«hIic,!of« my integrity/* ^ 
- Mn. Falconer bowed her bead>^ 
ge v ei ipd hevfttee'-*-*- o)aq>ed her hands itt 
ligony; as Lord '01dboix)iigh retired, she 
apvang -np, foUo«9ed to • throw her&eif ^ 
hie feet, 7el without kilbw]iBg< n^at sb* 
fionldsay; > 

. ^^ The Commisssoser ia innocent \ --r H 
yon forsake him he is undone -**- All, all of 
tM» /utterly rained ^^^ Oh, G^orgiana! 
Oeorgiana I ^ whore are yon? speak fdr 

I 

^^jiemrgiana was in an inner apprtment^ 
«p^§>on^:iiew.robe, h la Gpopgimwei^ ^ 
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. " WJiotever you may wish farther to 
3ay to tne^ Madam/' said Lord Old* 
borough, disengaging himself from her, 
and passing decidedly on> before Geor-^ 
giana appeared •—" You will put ii? 
writing, and let rae.ha?e it within this houi^ 
rr- or never." . i 

., Within that hour, Commissioner F<*Jf 
coner brought, for Lord Oldboroqgtu 
the paper his. wife had drawn u}i«-«^biii 
the. Commissioner was obliged to delii^r 
it to Mr* Xeitiple,. for Lord Oldbovqiig^ 
bad so .ordered^, and hh Lordship pei^ 
severed in refusing to see him moire —i-r* 
Mrs. Falconer's . paper was worded witj» 
all the art and address of which sh^ w^ 
wS^tress^ and all the pathos she conld 
command — Lord Oldborongh look^ 
only for facts ~ these he marked with his 
pencil^ and observed where they corr$M 
horated and where they differed froml^dy 
Trant's confessioui which Mr« Temuli^ 
had been charged to obtain during bis 
L«ordship's visit to Mrs, Falconer -~r-^ 
The greater part of the n%ht Lord 01d«» 
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borough and Mr. Alfred Percy were em- 
ployed arranging these documents^ sq 
ks to put the proofs in the' clearest and 
shortest form, to he laid before his Ma^ 
j^sty the succeeding day. • 

It appeared that Mrs. Falconer bad 
been first tempted to these practices by 
tne distress for money, into which extra^ 
^agant entertainments— *or^ as she stated) 
^^ expenses incident to her situation — 
)$xpens6s which far exceeded her income^ 
%Hd ted her. It was supposed, irom her 
hating kept open house at times for tha 
K)ini^{er, that she and the Commissioner 
"^bad great influence; sbe had been ap* 
'plied to, presents had been ofiejred, and 
'>he:had long withstood. But, at lengthj 
'tady'Trant, acting in concert with her^ 
'they had been supplied with information 
'iiy a clerk in one of the offices, a relation 
^bf Lady Trant, who was a vain incau^ 
titius youth, and, it seems, did not know 
'the use made of his indiscretion — He 
told what promotions he heard spoken of 
-—i what commissions were, making out-— 
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^hfi Uf^e^ ppopbesjed^ and their ja^ 
pjieci^ft hemg accomplishedji t^y gained 
l^r^dit* Fof sonie tjime tb^y Isjept t^f i% 
pelves beluod thj3 $ce^es— rdt^d many^ 
applying to A. B.. — ^^nd dealing with they 
^14 not know \vJioin^ peiid for promotion^ 
iK^hicb vould hav^ coiiie uqp^id {qt- — -f. 
Cithers paid, %nd wjerf never promoted^ 
^njd vvTQ^ lett^s of reipro^cb/— Captaifi 
JiuttaU Yif^ iM*Qng tb^sp, aad h^e it wa?> . 
}iba» ftp^ing. hitttielf ()up^<i first 8|tirre4 
in. tb^ b^si!le$s/ an4 by njfa^s .of a^ 
Mlive^membef of optpositipQ^ to whom.bft 
Dfiade krnxwa hi^ -^eGret grievanoe, b^ioijgh^ ^ 
the Affhole tp ligbt* .;. ; 

The propf/s arra»e?d . ♦ . (a^d JLprc^ , 
pldborcmgb Ofver sle^pt .till they were pierr 
^i^ctied) be HQpQ9ed tranquilly — Tben^| . 
day, f^kmg m ftudience of hi? Majesty, . 
bjp siinply iajd %]^^ p^pf^ra op his Maje^ty> . 
tfihle, eb$,«Fving, th%t ;b.e ba^ been SQ*for7 ^ 
tanate 9a to.cmcceed in tracing thelprgery^ 
and that be trusted these papery co^taii^r 

^d all tbe n^ce^pary proofs. 

- Hb ^ar4Abip W# mi. s^tfee^ ior 
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slSintly, leaving his Maje&ty to exomriiiie 
liie papfers aldAe. 

The resolution to resign bis miaisterial 
station^ had lbi>g been fomiin^ in Lord 
Oldbbrongh's mind: It was not a resoliH 
tion tedcen suddenly in pride or pique, but 
«ftier reflections and upon strong reasons* 
It iras a measure which he bad long been 
tevolriidg iki bis secret thoughts. 



fing 'the «ntbtisiasm of political life, ihe 
proTerbiai warnings against the vanity 
ef ' amibiltiofi^ and tbe danger of depen-^ 
^tBce onvtb^ ikvor of iprince^, bad passed 
€93 "bis ear But as a 6ciidol--boy's iesson, 
a fdiraise ^ ta point a morbl^ or adorn a 
taie.* He Was liot a reading man^ and 
the maxmis of books be disregardeil or 
diabeKeted ; but in the t^feservations hm 
v6»Ad for bhns^ff be trnsk^d ; thteJesaoils 
kieridt^w from life were never Imt -upon 
bitHy yid be stdssii in «oin sequence of 
that \i4iieh be believed^ wkb a dcicisibhjr 
tigbr, ^nd ibvatiffilbility^ seldoui . fonnd 
e^n %m«og phiI'osi^tiebr9v''^r«^.OF lalie 
Jiiars tre had^ tn -real lifei»[spiEia^sl 
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instances of tbe treachery of cbiuHieiiri^ 
and had felt some symptoms of ins^carity 
in the smile of princes. — — Fortune had 
been favorable to him-— she was fickle r^ 
he feared her— he determined to quit litt 
before she should change — AmbitioQ^Jt 
is true, had tempted him; he had mcM 
to her highest pinnacle, he would i^t 
be hurled from high, he would descend 
voluntarily, and with dignity. —?-*l4Mfd 
Oldborough^s habits of thought were .as 
different as possible frdm those of a meta-- 
physidan ; he had reflected less, upon 
tbe course of his own mind, thaniq)«n 
almost any other subject; but he knew 
humnn nature practically ; disquisifiohs 
on habit, passion, or the sov^rdgn good, 
ivere unread by him, nor, in the eoone 
of his life, had he ever formed a sysieln^ 
moral or pmdentiid ; but the same p6iie* 
tration, the same hngafdmity^ whijf:b.€tt- 
^bled him to govern the affairs of tt gi^At 
nation, gave him, when his attealion 
turned towards himself, a fr^vagance §ot 
his.pwn haf^inessi(«i--— ** In thd meridian 




PATRONAGE. 167 

^irf: life he had cherished ambition as the 
only passion^ that coald supply him with 

iniotive strong enough to call great 
powers into great actioti. But of late 

' yciars he had felt something not only of 
the waywardness of fortune, but of the 
approaches of age r*- not in his mind, but 

'kv his health, which had suff^ed by the 
exertions of bis mind. The attacks of 

• hereditary gput had become more Vio* 
lent, and more frequent. If he. livedo 
diese' would, probably, often incapaci- 
tate him, at*seasons, from his arduous 

1 siinisterial duties — Much, that he did 
well, must be ill done by deput y ■ ■ 
He had ever ireprobated the pi^actice of 

. leaving the business of the nation to be 
iione by clerks and underlings in office.—^ 

. Yet to this ,the minister, however : abte> 

•'^however honest, must come *at . laj^ti if 
he. persist in engrossing busiues$ and 

. }Miwer, beyond what an individual ^can 

r wielcl. — Love for his country, a sense of 
his own honor, integrity^ and consist- 
^nty, h^re combined td determine this 
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gre^at minister lo retire whIWit wifs yft 
time, to secnre, at once^ the d(gQi|y 
and happiness of the evening of life*— ^r^ 
The day had been devoted to good mA 
\kigb purposes —--*' that was 0nb!i^h-!^bt^- 
ceuld now, self-satisfied and full of hofit^^"^ 

bid adied to ambition. This resolot- 

tlon^ once formed, was fi&ed. In va^itfi 
even his sovereign endeavoi^d to cfo^ 
siiade bitii from carrying i% ittio exe4 
eutiofi. , > 

' Wbeia the King bad ^exai^teMied A0 
])apers which ^Lord 01dboit)tlgh 'had laid 
tb^foi^ >hiiti) his Majesty ^SMt lfbi< 'hi» Lord>« 
shijmgaki, and the moment the tninisMt 
tttterod tlM c^net, his M^jedty expressed 
hits pikrfK^t sati^ction in MHiig^ thai: 
Lorddhi{) had, witfe 90 little bodble,^ 
itith bis tfmat nihility, got t6 ^ 
ttftl^ afiiir. 

: WhM Wai t^ be doidd n€ist ? -^-^^Thli. 
Dilke of i6i^eeiiwi(^ was to be^^mii^ 
immted»^-4IiS^ GiWe Wad in astonisbAf^isiif^ 
T^hie^ be isaw the papf^rs which c^ntftiifed 
Lo>d 0)Mfeor<mgfa}s isouplete xi^Kdkaijmi 
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And the crimination of Mrs; Falconer — '- 
Through the whole, as he re^d on, hid 
Grace had but one idea, viz. ** 'Commis- 
sioner Falconer has deceived m^ witk 
false intelligence of the 'intended resigoa- 

tioti.** Not one word was said bjr 

Lord OldboTongh to give his Grace 
hope of that event — till the member of 
opposition by whom the forged letters 
had been produced, till -ull those who 
knew or bad heard any thing of the'trans- 
actioB, were deafly and fully apprised 
erf the truth After this was esta- 
blished, and that all saw Lord Oldbo- 
rough clear and bright in honor, ^nd, at 
least apparently, as firm in power as he 
had ever been, to the astonishment of 
his sovereign tiis Lordship begged per- 
:imssion to resign. 

Whatever mightf have been^ ihe effect 
of misrepresentation to lower Lord Old- 
borough's favor, at the moment when he 
spoke of retiring, 'his King recollected 
uU *liis -past services; all that must^ in 
future^ be hazarded and lost in parting 

VOL. IV. -I 
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witb sjicb a minister! so eminettt'ia 
abilities^^of such tried integrity, ^of sncb 
fidelity, 's«ch attachment to bis person^ 
^such a /jealous supporter of royalty, such 
a favorite with his people, ^o raccessiiil 
as well as so able a minister! JKever was 
be so tmwib valued as at tins {moment. 
All bis -sovereign's early attachment te- 
turned in full strength and warmth. 

'** No, tmySLord, you must not -^yoH 
will not leave ?me ! '* 

. These simple word*, spc&en-with tlu. 
warmth df ihe heart, touched X«or<l Old- 
borough mone "than can be tokL It was 
difficult .to Festst them from a sovereign 
— especially when be saw tears in tbc 
jeyes of the j»onarcb whom be loved ' 

But bis resolutioaj wa« talsen Ha 

thanked his Mafesty, not with tb^ conhp 
monplace thanks <of courtiers, hut witb 
bis whole heart and soul he thanked bis 
jVla^esty for tbis gracious condescensic^o 
^i— this testimony of approbation ^7- tbesf 
yroofs of sensibility to his attachment, 
which paid -— overpaid bimt in amom^at. 



I 



PATRONAGE. I7I 

for the labors of a life —The reeaBection 
q( them wonld be the glorj,^^ the ralace 
of bis age -^ conid never leaVe his memchy 
while life lasted ^—^ woiild^ he thoQght^ be 
piiesent to him^ if he should i*etaiii his 
senses, in his dying inoment -^ But'— 
he was, in the midst of this strong feel- 
ings firnl to the resolution his reason had 
taken. —^ He hunibly represented, that 
he had waited for a favorable tiik^e, when 
the affairs of the country were in a pros- 
perous^ train, when there were few dil^ 
ficnlties to embarrass those whom his 
Majesty might name to succeed to his 
plaoe at thie head of administMlibn — « 
There were many who <vere -ambitious 
of liiai: station ^*^ Zeal, talents, and the 
activity of youth, were at his Majesty '<s 
commiuEid. For ^himself, he ' focrtid it 
nece^ary! for: his health and happiness, 
to retire from pirbli^ business; and. to 
rei%H^ die lerduGUS' tnist, with which he 
bad been? honoredr ^ 

^^ My Lord; if > I inust accept of yoilt 
fes%^tion, I nqist'-^biH: L de^ It witH 

12' 
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regret ^ Is there any thing your Lord-i 
ship wishes . • . any thing yon wiU name^ 
for yourself or your friends, that I cau^ 
do, to show nay sense of your serviccsr 
and merit ? " 

. ** For myself, yonr. Majesty*8 bounty? 
has left me nothing to wish." ' 

" For your friends then, my Lordr— :^ 
Let me have the satisfaction of obliging 
you through them.'* 

Nothing could be more gracious, ^ 
more gratifying than the whole of this 
parting audience.-— It was Lord Oldbo- 
rough's last audience. 

The news of his resignation, quickly 
whispered at Court, was not that day 
publicly known or amiounced* The next 
morning his l.ordship's . levee was crowd- 
ed beyond example in the memory of 
fuinisters. Mr. Temple, by his Lord- 
ship's order, announced as soon as possi- 
ble ithe minister's having resigned. — Ali 
were in astonishment — many in 8orrow>-* 
«ome few^^ — a, very few of the most iuBig- 
Hi^ant of the crowd, persons incapable 
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rf generous sympatby, who thought they 
could follow tbefir own paltry interests 
unnoticed, left the room in conseqnendb 
of Mr. Temple's information^ without 
paying their farewell respects to this 
great minister . . . , . minister now no 
more. 

The moment he appeared^ there was 
sudden silence. — All eyes were fixed upon 
him^ every one pressing to get into the 
circle. 

'^ Gendeiilen^ thank yon for these 
matks of attention — ; of regard — Mr. 
Temple has told you' .... you know^ 
my friends^ that I am a man without 
power.** — 

'^ We know," answered a distinguish- 
ed gentleman, ^* that you are Lord Old- 
borough. — With or ^without power, the 
same in the eyes of your friends, and of 
the British nation." 

L(Nrd Oldborough bowed low, and look- 
ed gratified. — His Lordship tben went 
round the circle with an air more cheer- 
ful, more free from reserve, than usual ; 
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yviih something in his manner .more io£ 
sensibility^ but nodiiing les^ of dignity. 
All who merited distinction^ he ^istinr 
jgnished hy some few appropriate, worda^ 
which each rexnembered afterw^rds^ and 
repeated to their families and friends. 
He spoke or listened to each individual 
"Urith the attention of pne, who is cpilrt- 
ipg^ not quitting pppnlari.ty. Free from 
jthat restraint and responsibility, which 
his public and ministerial duties had imr 
posed uponjbii^i^ he npw .entered ibtothe 
private CQucerns of all^ dn.d g^ye J)is partt 
ing assistance or counsel, -r He noted all 
grievances : — registered all protpise^ that 
ought to be recommended to th^ care of 
his successor in office. The wishes of 
many^ to whom he had forborne to give 
any encouragement^ he now unexpect-f 
edly fulfilled and surpassed. When all- 
were satisfied, and had nothing more to 
ask, or to hope, from him, they yet der 
layed, and parted from Lord Qldborough/ 
with difficulty and regret. — 
A proof that justice commands more. 
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tbali aoy otlier quality^, tKe respect aii* 
gratitude of mankind. ■— Take^ time and * 
numbers ibto^ the cakiilition'^ and all drs- 
cover^^ in their tnrn, the advantage of 
this virtoe. * This minister a few regret-^ 
tjed instances- excepted, — had shown no"^ 
favor, but strict justice, iu his-patronage.^ 
All Lord OMborough's requests fbr his 
friends- were granted, all his recorhiiien-* 
dations- attended Uo; it was - grateful id 
Mm to feel>^ that his influence lasted after*- 
his po'wferi Biid* Ceased. Though the suu- 
Ifad apparently set, Jl^-parting. rays- coa-* 
tinned to brighten and- cheer the pros- 



Under a new minister, Mh Temple 
declined accepting of tke embassy>>vhich 
Itad . beeti i>fibred to him^ Remuneration- 
suitable ialU3 services, and to the high^ 
ternis, in winch Lord ' Oldborough had 
spoken of' his merit, was^promised ; and 
without^ waiting to see in what form, or 
mannery this promise would be accom- 
plished, the secretary asked, and obtained 
j^rmiHsion to accompany bis revered 
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daaster to hig retirement. Alfred Perr y^ 
flealous and ardent in Lord Oldborongh's- 
service, tl;i6 more this great man's char 
raster bad risen, upou bis admiration^ bad 
already hastened to the conntry to prejiaFe 
Qvcry thing at Clermont-Paili for his- ra- 
€aptipn> — By his orders, that, establish- 
ilient had been retrenched ; by Alfred Per- 
cy's activity it was^ r^tored. — Services, 
^bich the richest nobleman in .the land 
cpuld have purchased, or the highest have 
commanded, Alfred was prpad to pay as 
a voluntary tribute to a noble character. 
Lord Oldborough set out for the couu- 
try at a very early hour in the morning, 
and no one previously knew his inten- 
tions, except Mr. Temple. He was de- 
sirous to avoid what it had been. whisper* 
ed was tl^e design of the people, to attend 
him in crowds through the streets of the 
metropolis*. 

. As they drove out of town. Lord 
Oldborough' recollected, that in some 
account either of the Duke of Marlbo* 
rough, or the Duke of Ormond's leaving ' 
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London^ after his dismission from court, 
it is said^ that of all those whom he the 
0ake had served, all those who had 
coarted and flattered him in the time of 
his prosperity and power, none showed 
»a[j. gratitude, or attachment, excepting 
dne. page, who appeared at the coach 
door as his master was departing, and 
gave some signs of gennine sorrow and 
respect.^ t* ' 

" I am fortnnate,*" said Lord Oldbo- 
rougb,^^iir havh)g few complaints to 
make of ingratitude. — - 1 make none. — 
The few I might make,'' — continued his 
Lordship, who now rewarded Mr. Tem- 
ple's approved fidelity, by spe^kiiig ' ia 
Irim with the openness and confidence of • 
fiiendship — *^ the few I might make have 
been chiefly caused by errors of my own 
in die choice of the persons -I have 
obliged. — I thank Heaven, however, that 
upon the wlfole^ I leave public life, not' 
only with a good icon^cience, but with a 
giiod opiiiioh of human natui^e.*^! i^eak 
not ofycourtiCTS,—^ there is nothing of ua^ 

I 5 
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tore about them^ — they are what eircom- 
stances make them. — Were I to liiro': 
my life over again^ the hours speAt witk^ 
coniCtierB are tbose^ which I should most, 
wish. to he. spared. But by a statesman/ 
or a minister, these cannot be avoided. ^-^ 
Fox myself, in resigmog my ministerial: 
ofiice, I might say, as Charles the Fifth^. 
wlien he abdicated, said to his successor, 
^ I leave you a heavy burthen ; for since 
my shoulders have borne it, I have not. 
p^sed one day exempt from disquie** 

j^de/ ., 

^^ But frMn the first moment I started 
in the couirse of ambition, I was aware . 
that tranquil]i% oMst ba sacrificed, and 
tt>t the last mom«it I abided byr the 
aiiciificei. The good . I had in view, J 
have reaehed, — the prize, at . which I 
«i^ed> ,1 have. vw>n.— -The glory of Bn^t 
land was my object, — her approbation, » 
Wf reward* •—— Generous people i — If 
ever I bore tQil or peril ^ your cause, L 
am mwarded, and i never shall yon heari 
me say, that ' the unfhutful glories please 
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nc^more/— — — And the esteem of my sove- 
reign ! — I possess it,'—'- It is indefeasibly 
mine.— His faVor^ his ^mili^s^ are his to 
give, or tkkfe away*— •^-^i^Nfever shall he 
h^ar from me the waitings ct disappointf> 
ed ambition,' 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



Caroline took advantage of the oppor-^ 
tunity of retumiog home with her bro- 
ther Alfred^ when be went to the conn** 
try to prepare Clermant-Park for the 
reception of Lord Oldborongh. Anct 
now she saw her home again with inore^ 
than wonted delight. Every thing ani"* 
mate and inanimate seemed to smile 
upon her, every heart rejoiced at her 
return^ and she enjoyed eqnally the plea- 
sure of loving^ and of being beloved by 
^ich friends. — She had been amused and' 
admired during her residence in London, 
but a life of dissipation slie had always^ 
thought^ and now she was • convincc^^ 
from experience, could never suit her: 
taste or character. She wonid itBmedl-^' 
ately have resnmed her former occn-- 
pations, if Rosamond would have per-« 
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mitted^ but Rosamond took entire posses- 
sion of her at every moment when her 
fktber or mother bad not claimed their 
prior right to hear and to be heard. 
. '^ Caroline^ my dear, don't flattei 
yourself that you shall be left in peace 
» • • See ! -^ she is sitting down to write a ' 
letter^ as if she had hot been away from 
us^theae six months . • • You must write 
to Lady Jane Granville ! — Well, finish 
your gratitude quickly. — and no mi^re 
writing, reading, or drawing, this diay, 
yon must think of nothing but talking, 
joi liistening to mei'*^ 

Much as she loved talking Tn gen^ta^, 
IQtdsamond now so fsLv preferred the plea-* 
sure of hearing, that^ with her eyes 
fixed en Caroline, her countenance Tafy-* 
ing with every variety of Cardline's ex- ' 
psressioB, she sat perft<;tly silent all the 
titaie. her sister spoke. --^ And scarcely wat^ 
hfer voice heard, even m excliimation. — 
Bat^ doling the< pauses of narrative, when : 
the pause kited more thm a minute, she 
wttuldsay. 
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" Go on, my. dear Gw^he^gfr-iiiiyr^ 
Tell us somethiQg more.'* 

The conversation, was- intemqited hji 
the sudden entrance, of Mr. Teniple -^^^ 
and Bbsamoiid did not im^l6diately^findT 
fiunr. floenc^ of speech' increase^. Mr<. 
Tefifl^le had seized the first^ OKH&entt 
tfiat' duty, and gratitude* to his masterc 
ftnd: friend* permitted^ to hasten to the^ 
mils^ nor had Lord Oldhorongh been nn-^ 
mindful of his feeliiigs* little as hia^^ 
lordship was disposed to* think of l«nr^: 
itffkirSrit seemsy he recoUected those (^^ 
his secretary^ for, the xnorning after theirr 
a3?riva] at Clermbnt-Park', when he, pjiof-- 
fered hia services, Lord Oldbordngh saad^. 
tkat .he bad .only to trouble MK Temple 
to-pay a visit for him^ if it wonld not he . 
dbagreeabley to bir old; friend Mr. Percy* ^ 
-^^^ TeUihiin tiiut LknoMF his first wisht 
will' be te come, to show mi^, that it is- 
the man^ not^tbe minister, for whom lie 
had! a -regard; Tell him this proof ot^ 
hia esteem is :,usmicessary i — he will wish ^ 
to see me for another reason "r-* be is a 



jMloMpber -t** andi will have a pfailoso.** 
pUical^ cariosjity to rdyse^ver how I exirt: 
vf^thoQt ambilioii.^-^But of that: be caiiinot 
yet form a judgment — • nor can I. ■ ■ . ■■ 



'Cber^fcfre^ if he pleabe^^ Ut fak yisit be de-*^ 
Uyed till n0i0t week«-^I Aaire soxtte papecs: 
t^ ar¥iit^9> : wbieh I sh6iiM: wish to show. 
him» htd I oawi0<f.haVe themiooner iu^ 
readiaess.^^I^ yon, Mr. Temple^ can oon»-: 
trive;to:p|i8f this week iit Mr. Pi^rey-s^ leti 
i9e^p<^.4etainyo^.-* There is no fesat^ 
ttddfd be; smiling, ^^ that in solitude I 
should be troubled by the apectres which: 
haunted the I3fake of L^rptii id his retire-; 
nientr, ' 

« ^ever wais ' man happier than Mn 
Templ^ when, h^-fo^ind himsdf in the> 
midst of %.jthe family circle at the Hilis^> 
and<«eated: beside! hi6 .miftt^^ees, fbee from^ 
all camsj all' business// aU intf^es . o£ 
courtiers^ and iseslraints of. office^ na. 
loftg^ iu . the horrosi^ of attendance! and 
dep$ndanc9^. but. with: the prom^ of -at 
competent prpvisiqn .for |if^^ mth the 
coQSciciawtesB: of . it's . having been hQiu>r^ 
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• • • 

abiy obtained ; and, to brighten all, the 
lH>pe^ the deTigbtliil hope^ of soon pre- 
vuiiing on the woman he loved, to becomer* 
bis forever. 

Alfred Percy had been obliged to re* 
tarn directly to London, and for once in*- 
hia life Mr. Temple profited by the ab- 
sence of his friend. In the* small honse- 
at the Hills, Alfred's was the only room 
that conld have been spared for him^ 
aind in this room, scarcely fourteen feet 
sqoare, the ex-secretary found himself-- 
lodged moi'e entirely to his satisfaction^ 
thasi be had ever been in- the 5umptuon». 
apartments of the great. The happy 
are not fastidious as tfo their accommo- 
dations, they never miss t^ie- painted 
Ciciliiig, or the long arcade, and their' 
slumbers require no bed* of down. 
The lover's only fear was, that thifr 
happy week would pass too swiftly ; 
and, indeed, lame flew unperceived by 
him, and by Rosamond. One fine day, 
after dinner, Mts. Percy proposed, that 
instead of flitting longer in the house. 
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the J should' have their desert of strawber-^ 
ries in somb pleasant place in the lawia. or 
wood. Rosamond eagerly s^onded this 
proposal^ and whispered^ 
. " Caroline's bower.** — 

Thither they went. This bower of 
C&roline^s^ this favorite spdt^ Rosamond^ 
during her sister's absence^ had taken 
delight in ornamenting^ and it did credit 
as pmch to her taste^ as to her kindness* 
She had opened a view on one side^ to a 
waterfal' among the rocksj on tiie other^ 
to a winding path descending through the 
glen. Honeysuckle^ rose^ and eglantine, 
near the bower^ were in rich and wild pro- 
fusion ; all these^ the song of birds^ and 
even the smell of the new mown grass^ 
seemed peculiarly delightfpl to Mr. Tein- 
pie. Of late years^ he had been dooiined 
^o dose confin<^ment in a capital city; but 
all his tastes were rural; and^ as he said^ 
he feared he should expose himself to the 
ridicule Dr. Johnson throws on those^ 
^^ who talk of sheep and goats^ and who 
babble of green fields." 
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Mr. Percy tfafdughtDr. Johnsbi)' ws- 
rather too intolerant of rural descrtptioDi. 
and of the praises of a country life, bdfc 
acknowledged, that he quite agreed with* 
him in. disliking pastoraU^-^ excepting al- 
ways that beautiful pastoral^ " The Gen-^ 
tie Shepherd.*' -r- Mr* Percy said, that, im* 
his c^iniouya life purely pastoral must,*, 
if it could be realised, prove a« insuffer-- 
ably 'tiresome in. reality, afl- it usually tb^ 
fe«Ad to be ih Action. H^ baV^ 'I]ieiias- 
and Bhipheode^esi and declared^&at he> 
should soon grow tfred of any companidii^ 
"itpifh whotn he heed no otlier occupation in 
cdiiunoa Wt ^'tending a- feu^. sheep.^ 
ThtM was a va&t difference, bethought,, 
between j^ftstoml Atld domestic life. Hi*, 
idea of domestie Ufe comprised all the va^ 
Hetie9 of liter^i^re^ exercise, and {Imusen- 
ment for the feculties, .with the: delights . 
of ^<3itltivated $«ciel]F. 

The convei^atioq tiirned from pastoraU 
life and^ pastorate, to Scotch fuad English^ 
balliads andsongs* Their varioua merits, 
of simplicity, pathos, or. el^ance, were 
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<ximpared abd digcossed. After .^^ the 
ReUques of Ancieni. Poetry^' tad 4ieei^ 
8uilici^t]y admired, Roaamond amd £a^ 
roHpe m€iT)tiooed' two \ modem compose 
tiows, Uoth by ^ the samiB author, eacfe 
exquisite ii| it's diflfer^itc style of poe-r 
try, oDe bewtifal, the other suUime* 
Balamofid's favorite, was, *f the Es^le of 
ErhiJ" ^- Carolioe's '* the Mariners qf 
E$^knd !/" To jmdfy 'tlieir tastes^ they 
cep^^M^d tb* paeins. Caroline, fiiwd the 
^tenttoi^ of the company ;on^ the flag^ 
w)|ieh'h4s . . > 

*' Brav'd a thousand years the battle and the.breeze/* 

when suddenly her own ^tendon sc^mett 
to be dintmcted by some objert in the 
glen b^Iow. S^be endeavored to go on/ 
but her voiccf fakeri^, her colowxhtoged^ 
Rpsamond, whose quick eye foUoweife 
her «ister*s, instantly caught ^ glifflpset 
of a gentleman coming nip < the;piith. £rom» 
the glen. Rpsatnbnd started from he^ 
&P4t> and clasping her hands^ exclaiine49; 



188 PATRONAGE. 

" It is I It w he ! -— It is Count AF. 
teuberg'" 

. . They had not recorered from their 
astonishment^ ivhen Coant Altenberg 
stood before them. — To Mr. Percy, to 
Mrs. Percy, to Rosamond, to each he 
spoke, before he said one ivord to Caro^ 
line. — But one look had said all, ha4 
spoken, and had been understood. - * 

That he wa» not married she was cer* 
tain — for that look said he loved her— 
and her confidence in his honor was se» 
cure. Whatever tad delayed his return,, 
or had l^een myaterious in bis conduct,, 
she felt convinced,, that he had nevec 
been to \)]ame. '■ 

And on his part did he read^ as dis^ 
tinctly the truth in her countenance ? — r 
Was the high colour, the radiant pkasurei 
in that Countenance unmarked } THe-. 

joy was so veiled by feminine modesty^: 
that 'he doubted, trembled, and if at last 
the' rapid feelings ended in hope, it was'. 
respectful hope. With deference tbe 
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laost . marked, ' mingled with dignity, 
teaidemess, and passion, he approached^ 
Caroline. He was too delicate, too 
weU-bred, to distress her by dUtingaish- 
iBg: her more particolarly, but as , be 
took : the seat, which she left for him 
beside her mother, the open and serene 
expression of her eye, with the soft 
Sjcmnd'of her.Yoice, in the few words she 
answered to .what he said, were enpug^ 
to set bis hdarjt at ease. The sight of 
Mr; tTemple had at firsts alarmed the 
Cti^nt, but the alarm was only momen* 
tal]^' One glance' at Rosamond reas- 
sured bim« - . 

:ide^s^ which it requires many words to 
tell, p^9ed.lnstaBta;neoiisly with the ra*^ 
pidity of light.— ^ After thiey were seated,' 
some oniDiites rwere spent in comm'dn- 
pliMde fqnestions and answers, such as 
those, whicli . Bei^afBin Franklin would 
wif^Y fAt all together into one formida,' 
tp/!iat^sfy curiosityi* 'Count Altetiber^ 
laiided^ the preceding day^ had not siop^ 
jf/eA-^td see 'afoy4>ne ih£nglatid, had net 
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9ven heard of Lord Oldborragh-s restg*'- 
nation ; had • proceeded directly ti> thep 
{{iUs^ had left his equipage at ar toiurn a 
&w miles distant -r- tiboogbt^ he had b#eiv 
foUy master of the.well^-known rbadi h«it^ 
the approach having been lately changed^ 
hebadmiBsedhis^y. 

This settled, to make room for a more 
interesting explanation, Mr. Temple had 
the politeness to withdraw. Rosamond 
had the humanity, and Caroline the 
discretion^ to accompany him in his 
walkr 

. CpuntAltenb^rg. then, said, addressing 
himself to Mr. Percy, on whose regard 
he Seemed I to have reliance, and to Mrs. 
Fei'cy,, whom .he appeared mbst^^anxions 
to interest, in hia favor* 
. /^ Yptt) centatnly^ Sir, as a man -of pe*^ 
nif tratMiKii, and a . ftdier ; yon> ' inad^m^ 
ta. a rmpthte, and. as a lady, who^imist 
l^av^theent acunstbrnedi tQ the adaiiratien 
of^pqrsek, coaldmbt avoid >seeipg> when 
Iwa9 m.tbis^t country hefore^ that^ii^fel^ 
^^bigl^estadminitkm, &at Ihad fohned 
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«£he strongest attacbment for yolir dailghr 
ter ? — Miss CaroHne Percy.'* 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy both acknowi 
^edged^ that they thoaght Count * Alten* 
'herg had shown some prefereqcefor Ca^ 
Toline ; but as he bad never declared his 
<attachinent^ they had not felt themselves 
justified in infemng more from his at- 
tentions^ than his general good opinion. 
-^ A change in bis manner^ wh^oh they 
observed shortly before they quitted 
Ilungerford^Castle^ )iad impressed^ then^ 

ivith the idea, that he had no such views 

I, ^ 

as tbey had once been led to im£|gine^ 
^d their never having heard any tiling 

:£rom him since^ had confirmed th^m. ia 

» 

this belief. 

^^ Painful «... exquisitely painful^ as 
it. was to mp/' said Count Alfa^nbergi 
^.' I felt myself bound in honor: to leave 
you in that error^ and at all hazards to 
.myself^ to suffer you to continue ui^der. 
. /diat persuasion, as I was then, and havc^ 
^en tUl witjbin these few .days, in drea^ 
q^ being obliged to Tfulfil an. e^gagementji 



i92 PATRONAGE. 

' made without my concurrence or know^ 
ledge^ and which must for ever hate pre* 
eluded, me from indulging the first wif>h 
of my heart. — The moment^ literally the 
moment I was at liberty^ I hastened 
hither^ to declare my real sentiments, 
and to solicit your permission to address 
your daughter. — But before I can ek- 
pect that permission, before I can hope 
for your approbation of my suit, an a]^- 
probation, which I am well aware, must 
depend entirely upon your opinion of my 
character'— I must, to explain whatever 
may have appeared unintelligible in my 
feonduct, be permitted to make you fully 
acquainted with the circumstances, in 
which I have been placed. 

Beginning with the history of his fai^ 
ther*s letters and his own, respecting tbr 
projected marriage with the Countess 
Christina^ tie related; nearly as follows^ 
all that passed^ after his having, in obe« 
dience to his father's summons^ returned 
hom^. — He found contracts drawn up 
and ready^for his signature n-ihe. friends 
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of both families apptu^d of llie proposed 

alliimce, arid- every thing actoally pre- 

pared for his maniage. • R'em*omtran*€es 

with- his father were vain. ^-^ The old 

Cbunt said thut it was iMipoA^Ue 'to 

Jbveak off the niaft€fi> that his honor and 

•lbe> honor of his boti^< was pledge. -^-^ 

Sat independently of all - pf^imtseiij he 

-considered the accoibplishitient -of this 

carriage as inastdesirahle'and'advajnta'- 

-geous ; with all the vehenienee ot- afiee^ 

7^00, and all the force- of parehtai antho^ 

vcity^ he chared his son to ^li4 his 

^engagements. The old Connt was^ 'a 

■fond/ but ^ an iuipmous father; a good, 

:faait an ambitions man. Jt was his belie|\» 

that love is such a transient passic»rf^ 

-that it is folly to sacrifrceto it^'siodnlgence 

^my ci' the «oHd .and permanent ititeires^ 

tof Jife.' His elperienfte at conrfs^ antl 

k^ observation; on the gallantries of yonUj^ 

-princes and nobles, had tadght him*tb 

'Mieve/that love is not oniy a transiei^t, 

-hilt a variaUe' and capricidus fef£fltnf, 

" ei^ily adbanging; it's Wbfect) and snl)»is^ 

VOL. IV. K 
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!««' <^ by lAoiireUjr^ AU tlMtt bi* sm^ 
said of Jbk attacbment to Gftrgtine, of! 
tfce certeinty of if» pennamnce^ aiid>of 
iffi beipgL essential to tbd haji^ibesa i^f * 
liis ]i&> the father hear4 biit a&tiUfc^ 
CQouBoa li^gui^e of every youth in: lotstJ 
«m He let his son speak u/^lKMit.iatelTVfic!'' 
tioq^ bat smiled, ineredtiloiis^ ami listoiwA 
dnfy 86 to the voice of otte in the ym-' 
rax;ysm ^ a passion, which, howciver 
iriolent, wouU necessarily aiabside. ^^^^^-r^ 
Between the fits, he endeavored to oesh 
l»>ltbefev«rofhiBmin<i,a»da.a8pett 
repeated ibfaese words,. . 
^^ Albert ! see and heat the young 
€fari<itina-<-*-hiHt oacex^l mk 



no more/^ 



Albert, wiith the reftpect dae tb. a Ssh 
ther> but wilh the fitnanesB due to 
self, and with all the coisfnge, which 
only coold have ^en to oppose ^ 4te 
aoitbority and a&ction of a. parent, w^ 
fosed to ratify the contract that had tieM 
prepared, and declined the proposed^ H^ 
.tervisw.<^He doobted no^ he saiUj^^ust 



tiid Iffdjf twas all his. h^ita AbBttihi^ 
txeaatiAdt aniaUe^ and ef teananiideiit 
tidfUKls, be^dbafatfid not hrr poww te wA 
mijfshat a hcajrt alraady iroik He would 
aotor jtttasio iandioii^ comparisoBS^. not 
bid defiaiDM 69- Jior chams -m4 his own 
ahcaiaa. was madey he was rare of. Us 
rtftfirtanfy^ ^and he^tfaonglit .it not oaly 
tiicmost hoaoralile coarse, bnt the most 
iBGpeetful to the Lady CkTistiiia> kige** 
imoufrly at bilce, and wtthoat Karin^ MPf 
kitervievr with bear, or her liie&ds^ to 
itat& the troth -^ that the tf eaty- had heeai 
commenced by his father without hi^ 
knowledge, and cairried ob tmd<»? totai 
j^orance of an attaehment he bad form- 
ed in England. The father^ afiter some 
«0[|)resstoos of anger and dtsappointmeot 
^nar sileitf;^ and appeared to acqaiesce* 
iie>no longer openly verged tha proposed 
9lfter»iew, biit he eeeietly contrived that It 
4riK)a)d take pbtce. At a masked ball at 
40Hf t^ Count Aibei-t enlc«^ into convex- 
4ndoh/ iwkh a ' MinerVa^ whose majestic 
iaic and. igoM^ distinguished her aibo^ 

K 2 
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tier * ^eotnpanions^ > wlose * langda^^'/ 
tiiobglits^ and . senthnents, perfectly si)^« 
tamed' tbe. olf oracter 'which she assumed; 
^ He was strock . witb admiratum/.b]|^ 
her talentis, .and by a eertam leltvstiioai 6f 
thought! and sentim^t^ vrhidir in alt jhe 
said, seemed the habi^al ex{>ressknr. vf 

• 

a real chacacter, not the strained ' fanft» 
guage of a feigned personage. --^ She took 
off her mask*— be was dazsled by her 
beauty — They were at this moment 
surrounded by nnnibers of her friends 
^ad of his, who itere watching tbe e0e^ 
I^Ttkdneed by tfais interview.^ — His father, 
fUtisfi^ by the admiration he sbw In 
Count Albt8rt*s countenance, when they 
both took off their masks, appfoafehcld 
and whispered— "The Cduntesfe Chris- 
tina;' — —-.Count Altenbei^ .grew pale, 
.and for a moment stopd in silent edn- 
rsternation. The lady smiled wkfa an 
air of haughty soperiority, which in 
. some d^ree relieved him^ by caMis^ his 

• own pride to' his. aid^ and byccmviaci^^ 

• him> that t»d«rnes8> or fe«di»ie tiaiidify . 
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wKich he would have most adveaded - td . 
^omid^ were not the cfaaraotefbtic8*of 
||.r miod-^He imtaady askeO pemte* 
^ioa to pay his respects to her at hot 
father's palace the ensuing day. -^^ — Sh# ; 
^changed colour -^ darted a penetratiug 
^^lance at the Couat5 and after an in^ 
l^omprehensible and quick alternation df 
pleasure and pain in her connteoanee^ 
she replied^ that ^^ she c<HDsented .«5 
grant Count Albert ^Iteuberg;. that - in^. 
rterview, which he and their mutual 

ftiends desiredi"-^ She then retfred with 

her friends from the assembly. In spit^ 

af the haughtiness of her demeanor^ ii 

, had be^n obvious, that she had desired to 

m^ke an impression upon Coiint Albert^ 

i9^d all who kneW' her agreed, that ^hS 

,bsui never on any occasioii been seen to 

j^xeot herself so miucfa to sbige aiid'p'leasel 

She shone, but had not pleased. •'-- 

,:The father, however, was content;' an 

interview was promised— he trusted tb 

./|be charms ^nd talents of the Count^ss^ 

he trusted to her ^flattering desire tblca^-^ 
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tm^lke, aiBid "with iaipktieDce and totUk^ 
denee he waited for the event of the ^vatf- 
feeding day. -—Some isterveniiig honrs^ 
a bight. of feverish and ikgooistog fiii»^ 
l^ttse, would hate been ' spared taCbimt 
Albert, had he at this time known. any 
thing of sin^ iatrlgne, an intrigue ;9rhiAL 
•ftD ^artful enemjr had been earning ori^ 
with design to mortify, cfisgraee, «^ 
ryin his hoit$e. The ^lan ivas wortVy 
of^l^ by whom ii was 'for med, r-* M; de 
jToorviUe^ — ft !person^ b(H:iteen / whoift 
mi CiN»iit Albert th€ff0 seemed ail 
iQCORipatibility of ofaftrsvctef^ tod' even 
«f miuiner; an 'Hver^on opeely, rin^ 
discreetly shown by the Cimnt, eVen 
^Foni: 'his boyish yeaf^ bat 'caatlmtsly 
eonceated «n the part of M; de ToarvfiK 
m^ked in tonrtly smiles and a dij^jo* 
matie ^dr of perfect connder^fion. Fesv 
mixbd with M. die TdurviUe's didike. 
— - He was aware, that^ if Con^t Albeit 
continned in con'fidence with the heredi» 
tiu-y Prince, he wonld, when the Prince 
sl^ovld assJEune the reiiks of goternment^ 
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become in all probability, his ptiiqe mi- 
ui#ter> and then 9^im> to all M. cfe T^uir* 
ville^s hopea 6f rising to favor and foi!tiine* 
... * Fertile in tb^ re«c^rces of iutrigae^ 
^laat and ^politioai^ be combined thcxpf 
,^an tbi$ o^ecasipn^ with e^qiiisite fid- 
dres^. When the Countess Cbriatina wat 
first presented at Court, he had observed^ 
th^t the Prince was struck by her beauty* 
M« de Tonrvilfe took every means> ihat a 
eoWtier well knows how to einj^py^to 
flat|:er the taste, by which he hoped to 
profit. In secaret he inisiouated into the 
lady's e^i:> that she was aditiii:ed by the 
]|^rince. M. de Tonrtille kdevir her to he 
fftf an aspirii^ character, and rightly 
jftdged, that ambition was. her 3tron§est 
^8M>n.v»^ When lobce tbe hope of capti^ 
:fafcii^ the Prinoe had been snggested tp 
Jj^T^ she be^an to disdain the proposed 
aiUiiaiee with the house of Altenberg ; but 
;^e concealed this disdain, till she could 
f how it with security : she played her 
.part with all the ability^ foresight, and 
oin^ummate prudence^ of which ambition 
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tmdhtiirbed by love, is capable. ' — Many 
obisltaeles opposed her views; — The {M*o-^ 
jected marriage with Connt Albert Alten- 
berg, — the certainty, that the reigniog- 
Prince would never consent to bis 6on^». 
fiprtniug an alliance with the daughter <o£ 
a sabject.*—But the old Prince was dying,- 
and the Lady Christina calculated, that 
lill his decease she could protract the, 
time appointed for her marriage with. 
Count Albert. — The young Prince migb^ 
then break off the projected match,-*— 4 
prevail upon the Emperor to create her ^ 
Princess of the empire, and then, without 
derogating from his rank/ or •giving^ 
Offian^e to German ideas of propriety, h« 
might gratify his passion, andvacconiplisli. 
the fullness of her ambition. Determine^ 
to take no counsel but her own, she nef 
ver opened her scheme to any of hejr 
friends, but pursued her plan secretly in 
concert with M. de Tourville, whom she 
Considered but as an humble instrugient 
devoted to her service. He^ all the whil^ 
considering her merely i^s a puppet^ 
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j^ajred 'Ky his 'art' to secure at bnoe^ber 
prrposes ■ of his interest and hatred. : . He 
tSbbogfat be foresaw^ thstt Count Alberfc 
iraold never yield his intended bride* 
peaceably tb his Prince ; he kiuew nothing^ 
of thfe Count's: attachment in England^ r^ 
^bk Lady Christina- was xhariuing^ r-r the 
alKahce highly adrantageous to the hofis« 
of Altehberg, ithe- breaking off '^ sucli a 
Hmrriage; and the disappointnif^nt of a 
piEission, which, he. thougbt the young 
Countess coiddmot fail to iiispirej wo^d, 
as M. de T»urviUe hoped^ produce! ati irret 
arable breach between the Prince and, Ws 
Ifeforite. Oa Count Albert!s rcturjti fnom 
£nglandy syoiptoms of alarm and jealousy 
liad applearedrin Ibe PrincSe, uni](idrked.b5r 
^, but'by .the GoT^ntess Christina, and by 
the cdnfidaut^ 'rfho was in the secrctt of 
Jlis passion. ' • • , » 

h :So: fef Mv de Tdurville's schemis bad 
|MrospeMd^ and froob ihe character .of the 
ItiredilAry Pnoce; it was likely to siuicce^d 
&.it*^ ultimate'view: ; He wa& aiPrjniee of 
good dispoftitioiis^ bait wanting ^jmrgr^sofor 

Ii5 
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ticra and civil ooarage. Oiiiabtb of fif*^ 
sdsting'tbe alltirenients^ of pietisms for % 
certain time, but soon w«ary of iminfial: 
endaratice in arny cau^e ; with a tssttt fi»r 
ifitint, bat destitate df dkat pdWer tdr 
bear 'wki focbcfar^ iiiithdnt wWcb tbei# 
» iia yirtiie.«^A hero when supported hf 
M Mrbfiger mind, mob as' tbat of bii 
friend/ CoxirA Albert ; but rela^g and 
iSnkiilg at otice^ wben exposed to the hs* 
ittence of a flatterer/ siich as M^ ik 
IVNsmlfo/ — Subject to esfqnisite thanti^ 
and sdf-reproach, when ire bad' a^ed 
ebhtnarf to his own idea of right; ye^ 
from ttie very same ireaktess - that MMti 
him etr, disposed to be obstitiate in errcrti 
M. de Tourviile argued Wll from hil 
InaoWledge of his cbariietef/ that Aie 
Friue^^ 4Mamored as be Was with tVd 
charms of the fair Christina, wotfid ilicA 
timg b^ able io resist his passioii ; and 
tHat, if once he broke through his seOM 
iof honor, aiid declared that passioii U^fShk 
destine^ bride of bis frieiid, he Wbald eve^ 
^ermvdiB shun «iil deiest ^e mai 
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ytiiftm ^ bad mjuxed. «- All this M. de. 
T<ftlrvUli» luid sidinirably well conbioedi 
-f^o imak uoderstoodaod mai&aged^ better 
^Im fN^knesses of baman natore, but it*8 
^rap^h be could hot so well estiotate; 
wa as far generosity, as he conld not 
\^iei^ in ifa siiiQerity, be was neyer 
]fi:f{>9red fiinr it*s effects* The stmggleSj, 
IK^hiek tbePrince made against bis passion^ 
W#re ^eater, and of longer duration,, than 
At* deXourville had expected. If Count 
J^lbert had continited absent, the Prineo 
]p]ght have ;b6en bron^t. mcvre easily to 
]b^ay him | but his return recalled, in the 
9iidst of love and jealousy, the soise of 
Mspect he had for the superior character 
9C this friend of his es^rly days :— -he knew^ 
l(]be value of a friend '^^even at the moment 
hst yielded his faith to a flatterer. •^. He 
$9nI4 not «t once forfeit the esteem of the 
^fip^g who esteemedjbim most j-^he could 
sot. sacrifice the interest, and as he 
^ougbt^ the happness of the man, who 
\QveA him best. — The attachment his fa« 
^fpite h«id shown him^ .his txutb, bipi con-* 
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fiding opeuness^ of tetoiii^r^ 'the ^elisisr^i 

in his countenance^ when* he saw llsB^' 

first upon his return' from Eifjgkiiid^^ ail!: 

these operated on the heart of the l^nnos^^ 

sQid no declaration of his jpas^ion had.j)de»> 

n^ade. at the time when the appMntod^ 

interview took place between Cbuat Al^' 

h^rt and the Countess Chiistiiia at herf 

father's palace* .Her friends,. not doubt*^' 

iog^ that her marriage was oi^ the etre od 

k*8 accomplishment^ had no scruple, even: 

isr.ibat court of etiquette, in permitting 

tbe affianced lovers to have a» private » 

conference ^ aa ^each seenied to desire.^-^ 

The lady's manner was tins moiningmostt 

alarmingly gracious. Count Albert wa»^ 

howei^er, struck by a difference in hep 

lUr, the moment she wa& alone with. him, 

£Do^what it had been, whilst in the pre-^ 

se|^9(p of her fvimds. All that he mi^^ 

wi^ilit^^fiQily^ave. interpreted as maik^ 

in^ a -desire > to pleasey to show hkn ia*' 

yor, and ta evince faec approbation:, M 

kast, of. the choice her friends had wmid 

for her, vanished . the moment thoee 
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finbtifb) tpitEdrew. What her motheea 
lUgbthe^' Ijouhl Altehberg could' pot 
gioasai, 'IkitHiethbpe he now feit^ tb^t she 
wn Iidt7n3fi|ly ihcliAed to consider him 
totb^jNUttiality^. iieQ^ered!it!inoTO .'eaayrtb 
enter into that explanation, iiipon inKhich 
Ite^al, laC all eVeiKfe;.T^olt^.^ With tdl 
the jdbUcady <diie to her . irek^ with all the 
AdSer^0ce t doe • to ! her character^ - and i all 
tibe Ifioft^Dings : l^y whleh. politeness :.eao 
^tb'4iidi€<9lGilmtfe pride, he rev^ikd to 
tibiLGopntrts^^Gbnatina the real state; of 
hiii ^eQ|i({ns; ibe ^old bfer the whoki 

* * « 

Ijmilhy ctiwliidiii^. by rrep^atii^, the ias^ 
aiiiMiQ^\ lof his* belief, tb^ her charms 
attd mertit ; would be^ i^resiftiMe to- any 
heart 4iiot:wafi;di«#»gagedv . ;< * 
,;>.Tbe.l»dy-hi^F4'hiNi[id astqniahii^^ot^ 
-mfoj- ,tl>i8> two ofr fate ) she.: h^ ; been 
jnboHj^ U9]y*epared,. the. idea io£ bis ;beiii^ 
|ttl^)imlto.^liM>lt^r ;b^ ne^tesronee piret 
.%i#M iA9<^ll Ap Ji^rt? itn^gin^tibn, i she 
JM ';9e^r/ . eaic^li^d : Pt» , the ppsmbilitf 
rl^mt- bw ailii^ticiQ? sj^ojuldi bp .d^incdv b^ 
^»y'i4dii!fid»f^li*f '^ iftwily^^^^ tibw roy^. 



She fMBeatcd^ liMMver, |»iito of diarM^ 
ttr^ flqwrior . to btr- ]irfiio of tuJ^ ato^ 
9tM€Ugdi cX' iimhI, -tftdlod ito tiito lottMOII 
ofberambitioik-^Widi dJgnity » Iml 
air aftd eoonteiianca^ ^after » |iM80.ak 
nflacdoD^ tba r^lied^ 

^' CottDt Attmt :41»Mbelg in^ I ind^ 
aqad to. die Ugh dmiuclw I /have Jieosft 
^YAm^-^HtKtrAxig of tnyitotOMi^ attA^ 
mofidence, hj that trfcidi oas alooir 
oaitiahaiideiteem^ apd ttieria eaoAdaMai^ 
«*#- Siaoeiity. -^ His eaample faoi TecfcHtA 
■ka.to mf ticMar 4df> aad itaha^^ kif iIh^ 
mornem, rasoaed^Bia fimn- iIh^ lab yitia i ii 
of a diplomaliBC* — C^tt AHiertV MMia»I 
fity-^I--4ittla attanstomed to ia^catioar^^ 
but^ proud to folhw ereti^ ia what h goadr 
and giteat^^^fttaaU iMitate.-M~Kd»6w then^ 
Sft^ tkatudy beait^ like yanr owd^ ia eii<^ 
yagedi-*^ And that you toay be coifviaeedi 
i^dp aot adoek year aay ndtb tha Mmbkoofe 
aif confidence^ I shall^ at whatevei? lias 
aatd to myself^ trust to j<m my 6escyet«'*«m 
Illy' affections bafe a high obj^— **aai' 
hifA a|pwl Ub^ wfaoia fttaad^aiid £%t«». 
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iftr Ciraht Albert Alteiibei^ deservedly H 
•<*f I shotiid nconx iftysdf i . . ,no ttirain^ 
opOB earth oottld rake nie in my, oWA 
bpifiiim, if I icotild deceive 6f bettay thei 
jfaan^ who has treated me Wttli «tiih'^itt>^ 
^egkyr •• ' . > * 

^bR^ieved at o^ktci^ by this^ expl'aniilioii^ 
dwi admlrit)^ th^ maniief id #Mob if 
ykss made, mii^gfed joy ai^ admlratioi^ 
were maitifedt in his eritimeiiaiiee ; ^^d'ihe 
lady forgave him the joy^ in considemtimi 
ddT the tribote be paid to ber S^pemrity. 
-#«t&daiir«tiiin mis a tyibtite be wbb mdM 
itfHmg to pay at thi« fliotiient^ when re£ 
lamed ftom that engagement Up \wb, 
tiioeli it had beexi itnpd^sibl^ £br bifit M 

jTfae Cottiitess recalled his attesidoti M 
ber affairs and to bb com ->^ Witbottt hid 
tifitiatg any inqmvy^ she told him all 
Ant had been done^ and all that yetted 
Mdned* to be done^ for the accompli^h^ 
iMOt of her hopes -^ She had been 41$^ 
siwed^ she siid; by one now in the Hivoi^ 
iMd priviate^ eonfidieiiice of th« hereifiiaiy 
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I. 
Fjri4pe> that his inclinatiob forher w»;:" 

paiftfoUy and. with struggles^ whicb/m- 

ber eyeS:, 'made his royal heart worthy. 

her coiiqae8t«— suppressed by a sense' of 

hotior to hi$ frieod. • 

** This conflict would now teaise/*> 

Count Albert '^aid/ ^' It should be his 

l^ppredfi^te care to relieve his Prince ftfomt 

^11 difiicillty on bis account.*' 

;. " By what u)eans r ^ the ' Countessr ' 

Wlted. y 

/ '^ Simply by * i&fdrxnifi^ hirfa. of .the: 

^roth — —as far as I am concerned— 

Your secret, (Madani}' is safe— your tidh-^ 

fideifc^ ^saqr^d — Of all that donceniif 

myself— rid y own aithcbmetit, and the 

resignation of any pretensions that mr^t-' 

interf<^re with his, he shall immediately* 

bfe a^qquainted with the 'whole truth/* - '' 

' . The Cddntess coloured, and repeating' 

the words " TAef whok truths' — Idoked 

djiscoucerted, and in . great perplexity 

lepU^d, ' Count Albert's speaking to the' 

Ifrince directly, his , iirimidiate reslgnaf 

t)09rpj£; hi$ ptftensvQi^; Would^ perhsqis^ 
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defeat ber p)aQ3i This was not the} 
egarse she had intended to pursue — far 
from that which M. de Tourville had 
pQint^cd out-; — ^ After spm^ jnoments'. 
reflection, she said, . ^ 

■" I. abide by the trath^ Sptenk to 

the. Princip — r-B^ it so 1 trust to; 

yQur honor; and discretio9, to^^pl9tlk ta 
him in such term^ as not to implicate 
me, to .commit my delicacy, or to. dero-, 
gate from ray dignity-^We shall see then* 
t?^tb«r he loves me, as I desire to be 
loved . \ If he. does,, he will frei^jppie,; at 
opyce,. from all difficblty with my frie^ds^ 
fi)r. he will spenk; enpYi^e — and not speajki 

Jn xaioT :lf he loves me upt-fr;! nee4 

O0t 'tell you, Sir, that yoti aire .qqualt^ 
fiiee'rr-— My friends shall bp convinced^ 
that I.vlill never be the bride, of any othec 

-,,4ft^r the>explan£|tipn with the. Ladjf 
'Chri3tioft, .Cfliunt^ Albert Ipst^ no time ^) 
lie wcat .instaiitlj^ to the palace^ Iti hi^ 
figiy thither, he was met by one, of ih4 
pages, who told him the Prince desiredt 
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to see bim Immediately. He found the 
Prince idoiie ^-^-^ Advancing to me»f 
hittiy ivith great effort in his iriiatin^r 
to coiQiiiaDd bis emotion^ tbe Priti{M 
said^ 

^^ I have sent for you, Cdnot Alberts 
to give you a pr66f, that the fiieftdsbi^ 
^f princes is not^ in every instance^ >^$<l 
tain a thing as it i^ 'toikHno&ly believed 
to be. Mine, foi- y^n has whhstoio^ 
ilfong tempt&lioti -^>-'*^ You totue fPd^i 
the C<mme^ Cbti^toa^ I b^ievei md 
can metistir^, better than titiy xnatg tim 
fott^ of thM letnpt&iio^ «-^-^ Know, tbat 
in y^r absence it had been tny miifam 
foM, to leeoXM paMidoately eiiaioW64 
«f yimr destined bride. Sot I < hair« 
Di^M, either by word or look, dirfct^ 
or Indireetly, infringed on what I felt t^ 
be due to your friendship, and to my p9f|| 
hotior. Never did I give her the slight7 
est intfittatton of my passion, never fttf, 
tempted to take any of the advantagm^ 
which my situaticm might be snpppiifiA 
to give. 



«» 

f 
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'Cotiiit Albert had jcnt received iHe 
inost convincing testimony^ corrobdriUiDg 
tli€9e assertions — he ^as goii^ to express 
luid sense of the ebndnct of his Prince^ 
and to explain his own situation^ but 
the Priuee went on speakings with the 
cHlgemess of one who fears his own reso^ 
Itttion^ who has to say something, which 
h^ dreads tiiat he dnioold not be able to 
resume or ftsdsh, i£ bis feelings . should 
m^t wiitf] ^ny intermption. 
f : ^< And now let me,, as your friend qnd 
9Hot^, coiigitatulate yon, Cotint Albeity 
iHsiyomt hapepiness.; and, with the ramt^ 
Sitfcfeifty^ I i^^nest, iliat. yont marria^ 
«M^ nbt be dt^ayed, 'imd that ybd wfli 
tfdce yoar bride inimaiiately away fbotts 
tj!i^ father*s conit« Time will, I ftdpe^ 
ifiAider her presence less datig^bns ; 
t^lM M^itl^ I hope, enable me to enjoy. 
yo^fr Society in safety.: and whcfn it diall 
bteome tby .duty to ^vern thb state,^ I 
sjhliill hope for the assistance of yoni* 
mltkits. and integrity, and shaU ha^ 
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deserve^i io some degree^ yoar' attailn 
sient/* • 

The Coaiit^ in the strongest mannerj 
expressed his gratitude to his Prince for 
these, proofs of his regard, given nndef 
circumstances the most trying to the 
human heart. He fdt, at this instant^ et-^ 
^uisite pleasure in revealing to his Higii^ 
ness. the. troth, in showing him, that thb 
sacrifice he had so honbrahly, so gene-^ 
rously determined to niake, was ndt 
requisite ; .that their affections irere'fiifed 
on . diflEsrent objects ; that before Count 
Albert: bad any idea of the' PriHce^ 
attachment to the Lady Christina, it liod 
been his ardent wish, his determifiatibti 
at all haaards^' to break otf engagements'/ 
^bich he could not fulfiK 
, The Prince was in rapttfrons joy — all? 
bis ease of jnanner towards his frigid 
fetumed instantly, this aflfeetion and con- 
fid^ce flowed in AiU tide. .Proud of 
himself,, and happy in the ^en^e of the 
immin^t danger from which he had 
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Escaped ; he now described the late con-* 
fl^Qts his heait had endured, with th^ 
dloqaence of self-jcomplacency^ and with 
that sense of relief, which is felt in ${te^-*' 
log on the most interesting of all sttb^ 
jeetS'. to a faithful frietld, from whom a£ 
fficret has been painfally concealed --^ 
The Prince \ now threw open every 
tbooghf , every \ feeling of his mind* 
4i3ount Altenfaeig' rose higher than ever 
4n his favor; nol the temporary favorite 
icifithe moment'-^^^the compaiUGin of plea^^ 
!s»resr— the flatterer of present passion or 
^caprice/bixt the friend in whom there 
'^ certainty of -sympathy, and security 
3i£. cotmsel ^T^ The Prince, confiding in 
:£0iinti Aibert's zeal and superior pow* 
/ers, now took advice firom him, and 
-made a confidant no longer of M. de 
iTourville* The very means, which that 
.sotrigiiing cowrtier had taken to ttbdibr- 
vmine, Gbant Alfenbeig, thus* eventnally 
proved the cause of establishing more 
i«rmly Ifis credit— The plain sincerity of 
v4ie Couiit,''^aii4- the. generous magna- 



Si 4 PATSONAGE. 

nimity pf tlie iadjr^ at once disconc^Hbod^ 
91041 d^troyed the artful plan of ti^^ 
dii^lomatist. M*. de TourviUe's disafK 
pointmeiity whdn be heard irom ^tb^ 
CoontQss Cbristina di« lesak oiheriatfft^' 
yie^ with Count Albert^ and tile w**. 
proncbeg^ which in that mraneat of v^i^ ' 
ation be could not Tefrain from uttemng 
i^aimit the iady for haTing d^arte4 
from their plan, and baling trusted t#- 
the County unmled to her the meanneift{ 
of his character,, and the baseness o^ his 
designs— *She plainly.saw, that his ^ig^ 
h»i been, not to assist her JoTe, hut to^ 
gratify his own. hate— -Not merely to; 
adv]|nce bis own fortune, that, » shs 
ki\ew, mwi be the first ohj^ct'of ctmx^* 
iCQvrtier^ but '^ to rise upoa the. vuin/f af 
anolhet's. fiU9e'*^aiid this, she dbtevr; 
:j^ped> ahould nerer he acobrnpliahed }^t 
J)Qr.4Psistao«tf, or with faec cqumg/soAP!^:^ 
She put CQUnt. Alhert. on his gvaoi^: 
i^^st this iasidiooa enemy. • * ^ : 

. The Coi^rt, gifftteful tc^ the ladyn yMt 
biassed neither by hof# of. her futose 



fnivor, nor ' by present de$ire to please, 
6tm in' bonbr and loyalty to the Prince 
wlio aaked his counsel, carefnlly studied 
thie character of the Conntess Christina, 
to determine whether she posae^ed'tb4 
qtialities £t Cemt the hi^h station, to wbibb 
loire was impatient that she shoald hi 
cfcVated.— When he was coiiTinced; that 
her character was such as was requisite 
tb ' ensure the private happiness of tli^ 
Prince, to exdte him to the attainineiit 
of true glory — then, and not till then, 
lie deddedly advised the marriiage, and 
sKoaloufly offered' any assistaiHie in his 
power to promote the union. Tb» hjsrer 
^ary Pri^e about this time, became, 
% Ae death of his father, sole master 
df his actions ; but it was nolt prndieiit 
to begin his gofernm^nt t^h an 8(^ in 
a{>ea (lefi^knce of t]^ pi^odio^ or ctosr 
toms of his cotintry. By t^ese customs, 
1^ could not marry ai^y woman under 
the rank of a Princess, and the MtAr 
ftffot had been known to reiSbe^ eoor 
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ibrring this rank, ' even pn favorites ^( 
powerful potentates)^ by u^ioni hq ^bad 
been in the most nrgent oiaDQer' 90^ 
Ucitec). C<mnt Albert Altenberg -stood 
high in the esteem of the EiQperor, at 
whose court he bad spent some time ; atid 
his Prince noiv obmmissioned him to go to 
Vienna, and endeavor to move the Eim^ 
perbr, to concede this point in his Mon 
This embassy . was a new and tervible 
delay to the Count's anxious desire ^of 
^returning to England. But he had 
joflbred , bis services^ and he gave th^ai 
g^erously. He repaired to Viensa, 
-and persevering through many difficult 
ties, at length succeeded in obtaining for 
the Countess* the rank of Princess. — rr— 
?fae attachment' of the Prince was then 
^b)ickly declared — The . marriagi^ was 
solemdised — All approvefd of the PriHce** 
choice ■ All — except the envious, who 
'oevor approve of the happy.-— —Comat 
-Albert receii^ed, both - from the Prince 
-sftid Ptincfess,' th€ highest msirks of e^^ 
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dteem and favor. M. d« TourvUle, d^tect- 
5«d and despised^ retired from court In dis- 
gracte-and in despair. 

iiyiaie<lia:tely after his marriage, tlip 
l^riaee declared his intention qF appoint- 
ing Count Albert Altenberg his prime 
irrmister ; but brfore he entered on the 
'4€tties of his cfffice, and the vQry moment 

• ■ * • 

that be CDuld be -spared by his Prince^ 
he asked and obtained permission to 
fetnra to England, to the lady on whon 
his affections were fixed. ' The pld 
Cdltnt, his father^ satisfied, with the turn 

: triiich afikirs had taken^ and gratified in 
his utmost ambition, by seeing his son 
Minister of state, now willingly permit- 
ted him to follow his own inclination in 
th^ choice of a wife. ^^ And/' con- 
^uded Count Albert, ^^ my father i"e3 
joiccs, that my heart is devoted to an 
£f^g1ishwomHn — Having himself married 

" im English' lady, he knows, from expc* 
tiehce, how to appreciate the domestic 
merits of the ladies oY England ; he is 
fiteposfeessed in their favor. He agrees, 

VOL. IV. h 
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indeed^ with foreigners of every nation^ 
who have had opportunities of judging^ 
and who all allow that' — next to their own 
countrywomen — ^the English are the most 
cJkarming and the most amiable women iir 
the world."— 

When the Count had finished and had 
pronounced this, panegyric of a nation, 
while he thought only of an individnalj 
he paused, anxious to know what effect 
his narrative had produced on Mr.. and 
Mrs. Percy. 

He was gratified both by their word^ 
and looks, whicli gave him full assurance 
of their entire satisfaction. 

^' And since he had done them the 
honor of appealing to their opinion, they 
might be permitted to add their complete 
approbation of every part of his conduct, 
in the difficult circumstances in which 
he had been placed.— They were fully 
sensible of the high honor, that such a 
man as Count Altenberg conferred oa 
their daughter by his preference. •— As 
to the rest they must refer him to Caro- 
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line herselE** . Mr. ' Percy uid^ wilth a 
grave voice/ but with a snrile, from wfaicli 
the Gonat augured well, ^'. that eten for 
the most advantageoiis, and in his opinion 
the moat desirable connexion, he would 
not influence his daughter's inclinations^ 
Caroline must decide."^ — 
, Mr. Percy advised, that the appeal to 
Caroline should be postponed till the next 
inorniiig.— The Count was impatlbnt — 
Tmt Mrs. Percy, who .knew that her 
daughter, though she had coinmanded 
her feelings, had beeh much agitated hy 
his unexpected appearance, prevailed upon 
him to defer speaking to her till the suca* 
teeding day, that.^he might have ah op* 
portunityof relating to iier all. that they 
hiad ju$t heard from tbe County jaad thns^ 
^be said, no time would be lost io prcipaF^ 
ing. Caroline to do hifa justice, —r Comrt 
Altenberg cotild not leiave his/deose in het-^ 
ter handjs. TJbe suu was now setde^ and 
not presuming tQ inti^ide l<;>ngery:b6ire^ 
tired. • : • 

• • • ■ • ft * 

h 2 
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be: took hii way ithrangh the winding 
puth dimrn the . gko with slow and re* 
luctAot steps/ jikrj diferent iroui the 
^ed« wikh which aa hour before he^bad 
fitrnck across the wood^ and asreiided the 
WU. 
. '^ My dear melberl ^Ins all:: in one 
motd y esfitaimed Rosamond -^ ^' Joy or 

^^ Joy, my lone ! •<*- Happiness, beyond 
tmr kopes V cided ibe dei^hted mother, 
Dfrieaiag her avms to vecdve and embfBioe 
b^th her danghtei*^. — '' Happy BQM>tber 
that I ixn^— -; — ^^>ppy beyond txpnis- 
aum! 

^^ Deservedly happy^ all, and eMbi*^ 
tvied Mr. Bercy, (and with the Csrvent 
IpraiHnde of a lather's heart, he thanked 
Gm^'Sa^hammg blessed him in his fttmily; 
--*^ And,^! aiddedhe, with alook of clu^- 
«Med pleailire, add that «entimfent of tme 
smgi^iioi^ wMch always recurved to M^ 
akid ia iMoments of great felieity. 

** If there be any future sontow or ca- 
iMnty in Mere for tee, I am now |ire- 
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^red, and rt«igi)4dtd it^^ateffal fot a 
Jong liftf.ef h9{^)kies^y mih fe#,.Tery ft^ 
tMChet of adversity — low of fortunfe, trtth 
^nch ehildfetyWk have searcfely;felt--T'I 
have }iad no trials — if thiey a'ri to corner 
let thcta come. — After this mofiletrt I 
hope I shall be ^ble to endafe» ab I 
^xxghtJ^' — 

" And there must bf a ^dattrial 

(av us both -^ prepared ^t this mooient*' 
Siaid Mrs. Percy -»•" N# j^oy mimixed 
with' sorrdw— sAt tbi6 nlon^ont^ wbt^ yon 
^old;h6r to your b^art , . -^ We midt i^ 
Aetnber^ that Caroline will soon be no 
longei" among jt ns— Rosamond we ^haU 

not lose But, Caroline !'* 

. . Caroline turned awaj^ dtkd bwst ibtb 
i eJEurs. : ' ■ ' -i • y- 

" The fic^ tears her motliAn- r^tf madfe 
bersbed'' ■'--said. Rofea»iQwd«**'<^ thft>veVy 
first from childhood to this hoiif t" 

" IMtn to itie^ nJy CawfliSn^^'i i^aid 
Mts^ F^iiey/ sittii^ ddwn b^ifide t^^ oh 
the bank pn which oske had ^uQk.-^ 
'^ Listen to me^ my child . « /' 
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" Listen, Caroline T" cried Mr. Percy, 

to yonr father's stronger voice.** 

And stronger mind" — said Mrs. 
Percy, looking up to her hosband, then 
rising and leaning upon him as he spoke^ 

*^ Caroline ! — It mnst be so — It is the 
order of nature — We are fond, but not 
selfish, parents — If your happiness be 
secured by the sacrifice, we can part 
with you— And when the time comes-— 
iere is your mother, will bear it better, 
perhaps, than I shall «^ with all my boast 
of fortitude —- better certainly," conti^ 
nued Mr. Percy, smiling—" better infi- 
nitely, than Rosamond, who, at this in- • 
staut, vhsiiks us alHoaU, und stntidft thera^ 
in^er secret thoughts convincedyCafoline^ 
that you will do whatever you please with 
Count Altenberg, make him give up power. 
Prince, country, and live where and how 
you choose.** 

" That was just what I was thinking,** 
said Rosamond — ^^ And you will see, that 

* Vi^hat in my secret soul was understood, 
Hia lips shall utter, and hU d^e^ make good.' 
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Y«s, father,** continued Rosamond^- 
** you will see, that Caroline will' rnake^ 
the Count say and' do whatever she- 
pleases — she will make him sacrifice 
power, fortune, country, all for love.*' 

" No,** said Caroline- — "I never 
would ask, never would accept of such 
sacrifices -—he is bound by honor and 
dhity to his Prince and his country, arid 
if I become his wife, his honor becomes 
mine, his duty mine --^ However great 
the sacrifices required, I must be pre* 
pared to make them- — or — resolve . . .*'' 

To prevent Caroline from dwelling oil 
the alternative, Rosamond turned qtiicklf 
to her father and moth or, and requested 
to tnow, if they might hear the result of 
their long conference with Cpunt A^- 
tenberg 

During the repetition of this narrative^ 
Rosamond's eagerness of attention and 
. solicitude were such, that any one . . . 
any one but Mr. Temple, might have 
imagined, it was to the history of her 
Own lover she was listening. — Sht-Avas 
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charmed to find ber propfaeciesy as she 
said^ accomplished ; aikl that th^ Count 
jastified all^ that she had ever beliered of 
^is constancy. Rosamond forgot, and 
Caroline never reminded ber^ that ber 
belief and. her prophecies hikd varied 
considierably^ at different times, dmJi^g 
his absence^ and had^ some days, beea 
diametriGally opposite to what sbei uo^ 
fancied they had ever steadily contimied* 
!jEven pf late — very lately :— in her pity 
for poor Lord William — — Bo8a»ond»> 
though ^fae wonld not jQow allow it, was 
latber inclined to think Lady Jane Gran* 
yille in the right, and was disposed t^ 
yuspecl the absent lover in the wrong -«^ 
CaroUne^ conscious that she had always, 
done him justice, and rejoiced that shi^ 
had not mistaken his sentiments^ was 
confirmed now by facts in ber favoi^Ue 
opinion of the Count, aiid her partiaUk|f 
was heightened by the. grateful coavitr 
tion of the steadiness and strength of bif 
attachment. • / 
The next day the County withr all the 
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^nrth and loTe^ |»lea«ted hid l>vni' im^tA, 

and was : heard by- Camlin^^ witix a m^ 
dest; : digiiifitfcd, ifigfeii4od[9 ilfttsfbiliYf, 
aHkifth kicmMted hin pteitotl^-^ W&iUt ^ 

whmrlidgirA boif li%tf hd itiiiiiA 'inr birr 
«s4«h^ die did tidt dUtettiift to e^^il 
Ae iiilfn^fcslidiis be hftt fflttfle ob IfW 
heeivt; ym bi^ mw tM ^maflfetfed nn^ 
l^b^ ebe Mt m 1^4 ide» (^ quitiing hm 
jmrdfits^bir «iMfcr^ ftll h^ir Jtoniljr, fHendi^ 
iranej tuim^tr^fr-^^Satr tbiil: she dreaded 
to yield her heart ta the promiseflr^ tfa^ 
ibpiSj af t^paiiftdii^ wbfcii Aiud,^ at 
Ittbt^ iitqulre firom Her iSiicli: tacr^c«^o«( 
ftibrfflced wfaidb, Uadebe cbntemiplBrt:ed m 
lU bratteend^iBeftll of b^rrldjaaistarie^ 
ftbe M3^ mcnlfd loaant ptHTeiijted Ket bi^ 
danag td loire^ bat .she* bebani^ atMefaeii 
U&r» tUe ^vk- tbfugbt lof ^Ise^bcfortf 
Ibe^ftiid.tfvtf oonlidiied Co^ibf: Aken^ 
bir^, mm idMn> wbdmi it w«$t probable lA^ 
•botjd > Alany ♦^'Eke: yetiy dtQvnlataisca 
ei:bi&(ben% a Jbrdj^r^ «'traHUer$ iliiht 
^aAioitl. it i^as likelp she ^n^lnlid \m^ bst !a 

L 5 
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transient acquaintance, bad thrown lier 
heart o£f it's guard ; and when she was 
^rst wakened to the perception of her 
own partiality, it was in circunistances, 
when there seemed little chance' 6rhi« 
even wishing to separate her fh>in hw 
friends — As long as the hope of beitig 
united .to him was faint and disjtant, so 
was the fear of th? sacrifices that nnioil 
might demand -^ but now, the hope, the 
fear, the'^iiertainty, at once pressed oil 
her heart with the most agitating uf* 
gencjr. 

The Count soothed, and as far ^ 
possible relieved her mind, by the 
assurance, that though his dnty to his 
Prince and to his father, though all his 
public and private connexions and: in- 
terests . obliged him to reside for soine 
time in Germany^ yet that he could 
occasionally visit England, that he should 
aeise every opportunity of returniipg to 
a country,^ that he preferred to all others ; 
and, ftir 4iis own sake, he should cnl* 
tivate the friendship of her family, as 



.•f ■ 



PATRONAGE^ itS/J 

'■*• ~ < 

eae& in<}ividaa(l wa8>. in different ways^ 
suited to his taste^ and stood high in his 
^teem. He might hope^ that he bad 
f^btaloed a portion of their regard> and 
that^ with the strong « indncements C&r 
foline could hold out to theni> tbejF 
would be prevailed upon^ in their turn^^ 
to irisit the' Continent, so that, though 
A^parated by distance^ she would not.be. 
lost to her family ; and^^^perbaps, she 
aight, upon the whole, enjoy more of 
the society of her friends, though, at 
longer intervals of time, than married 
^t^hters often do, who live in the btme, 
qountry with their parents. 

Caroline listened with fond anxiety to> 
tjt^se hopes ; she was willing to believe 
io promises, which she was convinced 
were made with entire sincerity ; . bot 
i^e dreadpd,. that Count Altenberg's* 
sitsiation and duties, as a statesman and i 
a mimster, would render it impossible 

that they should be fulfilled^ -And a 

life at courts a life of representation^ to* 



4. 



wj m) trorscr of it ^ . > ^mifd fur to Emt 

. XaHiin^ bnt ^€^ ^trafin-^Mry iBfttrtri^ 
JMHed to fB^ ettfMitlfiftar)^ fkiirm df 
l^eftskig, vrbidi Cdt(iy< AItfenf6(tt^ p6^ 
mtfitdytiatUti^ iti ^(M but i9(^^ . i ^ 
could h^6 vati^^isilWd eiij^stf iifi^«y 

ticmS) a»d harre |]rfef{i&)ed trldh Cdrd^' 
Une^ to Tiiake tte^ sacriOite^ -^ ttot^ofifr/ 
whtn. faef affectftons l^t«d 6e€ll^ wr^u^ht^ 
to this pointy ivheA lier iTesNilerlioa^ wai» 
dfic0 d&t«fmified, ^e iteV«^ grftie^Ytf ard^ 
tdrm^titiBd tb^ mm; i^ ^hidm ^h^ wa^ 
stttMlii^d^ trkh #afe^inf dbtA)t# mc^ 
scruples; but diidaining^ mfemiA&fi M# 
ci^fkef w&at ifatf gave it^as dcml^ly 

OPfA th0 va>a«r of wbdt ffhe snerifieetf 
tliid do<il)iy fik -^ from tfiw ifigiAy tiv^ 

Hm siMrifois WHS fiiade^. ^Cm^i ^ItiMa^ 

MiH ^ retvirb by liii' a]ki^b(M^4 ^^i^ P 
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pumi^ (H4tailt;.jsIie:wQiild have cMigbi^ 
iof ;$ptfodii!^ the. spring time of lore <iti 
tibial imds^ of tbMe who bad feffmed till 
tK>w ci^L thci iijippmets of hfir life^. with 
liw; .pftrails/ tcr ,¥i^hoai ske owed every 
tblog^ : to- iri$h6m k^ griAitiide wad a« 
nf aMof afr Bismtigf iB h^r afie4tioii -r witb bei! 
bcf i'ved . ifi$ter> wfaa hadt sympatbized «t» 
tiliderly ill all fat r Mrrow, ai^ Vbo!» 
Mrdtotly: wkbed to have some time 9An 
lowed to enjoy .ber bappine^s^.- — Card-, 
tm^.ftk-yi ibis, bntiab^ leh tdodefe^Iy 
tiK display, feeimgy^'-ftsetnsible of wbat ibc^ 
duty afld;h<mar/of .GeaQt Altenberg den 
manded, she made no hesitation, — asked 
for BO delay. — * 

. Tii0 iiTdt leisters^ tbat lAenf. written to 
anniMUQic^ lier intended ih^nhgty wer6 t0t 
Mrsu . Jiai^tTfoitd^ ttsd to Lady Jam: 
GranvflU^-^Atid it . may. be . reebr&d' a& 
ai fact i trathes uBosualy tkat. Glwoline' . waA' 
30 fbftmoitd as itif laiasfy 9M b^ Mends fl 
toft' tbt.ofibnd om *of^ her; i^Ialtfrfia^ ibp; 
tfllinjl^aajr itoo aoenl; odr/to^ iMe^v. df tef) 
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intentions. In fact fihe made no secvel^ 
no mystery, where none was required by 
good sense or propriety. Nor did $h4 
coinmunicate under a strict injonctioti of 
secresy to twenty friends^ who were aftM^. 
wards each to be angry with the othm* for 
having, or not having told that of whkll 
they were forbidden to speak.-*- The 
order of precedency in Caroline's confi- 
dential communications was approved l^ 
all the parties concerned. 

^Mrs. Hungerford was at Pembroke^ 
with her nieces, when she received Caro-^- 
Une's letter ; her answer vras as follows^ 

'' MT DEAR CHILP^ 

I am ten years yonnger • since I 
read your letter, therefore do not be sniv 
prised at the qnidcness of my notions -f-^f 
I shall be with you at the Hills^ ijt 
Town, or wherever you are, as soon as it* 
is possible, after you let me know wfaea 
and where I can embrace you and ouv 
dear Counts -^ At the marriage of »y^ 



PATRONAGE. 93\ 

aiece. Lady Mary Barclay, your motiber 
wilt remember^ that I prayed to HeaTen 
i might live to see my beloved Caroline 
United to the man of her choice — . I am 
gritefiil that this blessing, this comple- 
tio'n of all my earthly hopes and happi* 
tfiss^ has been giranted to me, 

M. ElIZABSTH HuNGEitFOiaD.*' 

r 

> The answer of Lady Jane Granville 
came next, — 

r ... 

I , ^^ Confidential.'^ 

^^ This is the last confidentiai letter I 
shall ever be able to write to you '— for a 
married wdman^s letters you know, or 
yon will soon know, become, like all the 
riest of her pix>perty^ subject to her hus- 
band. Excepting always the secrets of 
%hi€h she was possessed before marriage, 
which do not go into the common stock, 
if she be a woman of honor *—^ So I am 
safe with yon, Caroline ; and any errone^ 
oite opinion I might have formed^ or any 
liasty expressions I may have let drop, 
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»b6mk a ccfrtain Cauiki^ yoii iHUbuiy ill 
obUri^y alid never let tne ste yon tdbit 
even, aJ if yoo reeollected' to iiaVe faearA 
tfaeiAr' . . 

^' Ydo trifre right, nay ddw, irf tbfll: 
wbpie IjMinetfif ^ I was wrong, «nfl> ail I 
can say for myself U^ that I Wa» %rdt^ 
wiib dKi best pMslble tetiintlom ; I now 
congratulate yon with as sincere joy^ as 
ff thi^ 6tiai'liilllg Match h&d been mkde 
by my advice^ nnder my ~ che^efvrtdgiP^ 
and by faror pf tliat patrofuxge offaskkm, 
of which I know yonf father thinks that: 
ttotk My heM t^M heOtt ^rm fa)t ^ Thfrre 
lie i^ only faatf right after aH-^Sk^ dd ndt 
let bin be to9 prcnid •v- 1 will notnUdir 
tbiilt my heart k ^ver wr^ng, c^ftitiiri; 
iiM li^liflf o ^on are eomlovqed*^ 

" I sm iiri)>aftieiit, my dear Card^MJ 
ti9 fir your Cotaht Altenfaerg^ V hettt# 
biln iBOTi hii^ly ipokci&of yesteldily Irf 
a Pdliiil HFioblemfiH^ imhom 1 met kt dkl^ 
ner at the Dalle of QnehvriMn. U if 
true/, thdt the CoAiit is ib be ^rifiw 
mlfitttel' ^f tMe Frinle at ^ * * f. Tb« 
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Bnlce of Ore^nwich s^sked me thie qms^ 
tipBj and 1 ,^omised I itrovld. let his 
Grace know freia the best possible authD*^ 
fitj — • But I did not commii yoa. 

"And BOW, my dear, for my own iiite<* ^ 
jfest — If you have re^ly and cordinlljr 
/orgiven n^^ for having sd ralhly sftid, 
upon a }^te occasiQn, that I wonld ner^t 
forgive youi prove to mt ybnr filaccibiiirf 
and your sincerity — nsfe jroilr all powerful 
influence^ to obtaih for nie a favtfr> on 
which I have set my Jneart* Will y«ni 
prevail on all y^nr house tx> cottie np t6 
Town directly, and take possession of 
mine) — Connt AJtenberg, yon say, has 
business to transact with mmibters ; whilst 
this is going on, and whilst the lawyers 
%T^ settling pfelinunanes, where cafa yon 
all .be better than with mi ? I hope I 
shaU.be able to make Mr. Ihid Mrst 
I^^cy febl as much at hoixie, in oil^e honi*^ 
lime, at I.feuted myself the ilffirt eVeAlt)^ 
after; my aMtvai at the l&Us Mm^jeAVi 

'' I know the Hklngerfatdft y/M ^rssy$ 
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you to go to them^ and Alfred and Mss, 
A. Percy, willplead nearest ofMn — I can 
only throw myself upon your generosity. 

* 

The more inducements yon have to go to 
other friends^ the more I shall feel gra*' 
tified and obliged, if you favor me with 
this proof, of your preference and affec- 
tion* Indulge me, my dear Caroline^ 
perhaps for the last time^ with your com-^ 
pany, of which, believe me, I have, though 
a woman of the world, sense and feehxrg 
sufficient, fully to appreciate the value — • 
Yours (at all events), ever and a&c* 
tionately, 

J. GranVILLK." 

» 

Cavendiih Scjtiare •— Tuesday. 

^^ P. St — I hope your father is of my 
opinion, that weddings, especially among 
persons of a certain rank of life, ought 
always to be ^i//c,->- attended by the 
friends and connexion of the families^ 
^nd conducted with something of the 
good old aiistocratic formality, porop^ 
findftate of former times. » ■ ' 
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*^' Lacfy Frances Arlington has jtist 
culled to say, sbe has a vast mind to h6 
bridemaid -^ I told her Ladyship that 
I could settle nothing till you came to 
Tbivn^ ■ Pray come— ——and imme^ 
diately.**- ■ ' 

Lady Jane Granville's polite and 
urgent request was granted. Caroline 
and all tier family had pleasure in ishow-* 
iog Lady Jane, that they felt grateful for 
her kindness. 

Mt« Temple obtained permission from 
Lord Oldborough to accompany th^ 
Percys to Town ; and it was settled that 
Bo^anipnd and Carol ine ibould be mar- 
ried on the same day. 

But the.morning after their arrival in 
Lontlon Mr. Temple appeared with a 
countenance very unlike that^ which had 
been seen the night before — -* Hope and 
joy had fled ! — All pale and in conster^ 
liatian 1 ~- Rosamond was ready to die 
^th terro r- She was relieved when 

he declared^ that the evil related only to 
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im' fortftiif . The place th4t bad hten 
y^fomi^ed to him ,wa8 ^vto^. indeed — the 
WGffd df promise w4s lUpt to tte ear, bat 
bjr «piB^ mamigemeiA either of Lord 
Skreeti^'s or Lord Skrimpshire's, the place 
had been saddled with a pension to thi^ 
widow of the gentleman,. by whom it had 
heen pr^^fviansly hfeld; a^dth^.am^mnt of 
tbte p^fisioH was such, a9 to r^uee the 
pirofits of the plkce to ail. ani^ual iticome, 
hf lib meand snfHcient to secure inde« 
pendence, or even competeDcei tb a tiiai*^ 
ried mail — ^Mr. Temple kneW:> that, when 
th^ facts were stated to Lord Oldbor^^ngb, 
bi^ L<A*d«fatp would) by his representa- 
tions to the highest authority, obtaiti 
redress ; but the secretary was UnwiHing 
to f implicate htm in this disagreeable 
Affair, tfnt^riUing to ti'cmfale his ttianqiiiUity 
agdin lirith <^odi't intrigues/ especially^ at 
Mn Temple said, M^bere hi^ own . pen- 
4smlal interdst alone was concerned •^-^ at 
aiby i^ate this- busike^ must dd«y his 
w^ri^. ^ Cawit Altenberg^ c^vM not 
f^BBJAAji^ Mew lire Akf muki fee hjk 



MTROMAGE. 137 

wedding --" Despatches from the Contt- 
netit |yressed the absohite neeessrty of his 
reti^rm ReToItitioiiary symptoms had 
again appeared in the city, his Prince 
ebuld not di^pen^e wifh his services. His 
honor was at st&e. — 

Mi", "f emple did not sJstempt or pre- 
tend to bear bis disappointment like a 
phiJosopher-r-iie bore it like a lover, !tha< 
is to say, very ill — Rosamond ! — —poor 
RDSamond, rsdlied him with as mneb 
gayety, as she conld coGbihand widi a 
V0ry heavy heart. 

After a little trsie for reflection Roaa-* 
mond's good sens^y wtiich, when called 
upon to act,. never failed to gnide her 
eotidtict, induced her to exert decisive 
influence to prevent Mr. Temple froxof 
hreaking out into violent complaiiits 
agadnirt those in power, bj whom Jie 
had been ill treated. 

m idea of bebs married ou the 
same day with her sister, she said, afijcT 
^1 was a mere childish fancy, fat 
which BO dolid advanti^ sfaoaUl ke 
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bazarded; therefore she conjured Mr. 
Temple not in a heat of passion to pie-^ 
cipitate things, bnt patiently to wait ; — 
to return and apply to Lord 01dbor<^n^, 
if he should find^ that the representati^s 
he had already made to Lord Skreepe 
failed of effect «— With much reltictaQce 
Mr. Temple submitted to postpone the 
day promised for his marriage^ but both 
Mr. and Mrs. Percy so strongly supported 
Rosamond's arguments^ that he was com* 
pelled to be prudent — Rosamond now 
thoaght only of her sister*s approachiBg 
nuptials. Mrs. Hungerford an4 Mrs. 
Mortimer arrived in Town> and. all 
Mr. and Mrs. Percy's troops of friianda 
gathered round them for this joy^l 
occasion. ^ 

; Lady Jane Granville was pect}l)grly 
happy, in finding that Mr. Percy agr^^d, 
with her in opinion^ that man^fages 
ought to be publickly solemnised ; , and 
rejoiced, that, when Caroline . sh€f\iltl be 
led to the altar by the man . oC t^r 
choice, she would feel that choice sane* 
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tioBed by the approbation of her assem- 
bled family and friends Lady Jane 

justly observed, that it was advaxitageous 
to mark as strongly as possible the diffe- 
rence betweeti marriages with consent of 
friends, and clandestine unions^ which 
< from their very nature must always be as 
private as possible. — 

If some little love of show, and some 
aristocratic pride of family, mixed with 
Lady Janets good sense upon this as npon. 
most other occasions, the truly philoso- 
phic will be inclined to pardon her;— for 
' they best know how much of all the prin- 
' ciples, which form the strength and hap^ 

piness of society, depends upon mixed 

motives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy, grateful to Lady 

Jane, and willing to indulge her affection 

in it's own way, gratified her with permis-- 

$ion to arrange the whole cerenionial of 

the wedding. — 

Now that Rosamond's marriage was 
' postponed^ she claimed first right to be 

her sister*s bridemaid, Lady i|lorence 
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Bembroke, Mrft. tliingerrord^s niece, huA 
made her request, a»^ obtained Caroline's 
prodQise to- be the second* — and the^e were . 
all that Caroline . desired to have — bat 
Lady Jfan^ Granville evidently wished fbi* 
the honor and glory of Lady Prances At- 
Hngton for a third, -becanse she was niece ' 
to the Duke of Greenwich; and besides, &9t 
Lady Jane tpleaded, 

: ^^ ThcMigh a little selfish, she really 
woqld have beep generous, if she had not 
been sailed — to be snre, she cafed in 
generfd for no one but herself, . . . yet 
she absolutely showed particular interest 
about Caroline -^ JSe^'d^^, bef Ladyship 
had jet :he^ heart upon the matter, and 
never would forgive a disappointment 

of a fancy." — : r'Her Ladyship^s re- 

fi|iiiest was granted.-— ^ Further than thi» 
afidr c(f the three bridemaids we know 
Bot — there is no record concerning who 
were the bridemen — But before we 
coBie to the wedding day, we think i^ 
necessan^ to mention, for the satisfaction 
^ the firu^eut part of the wortd, ihtit 
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4lie settlements were duly signed, sealed^ 
«tid delivered^ in the presence of proper 
uritnesses. 

At the moment of • recopding this fact, 
we are well aware, that as much as 
we shall gain in the esteem of the old, 
we shall lose in the opmkn of the young. 
Sl^e most' therefore 'be satisfied with the 
nod of approbation from pareirts, and 
must endure the smile of scorn ftom 
lovers. We know that, . 
. . - '■ * . ' ' ■ ■. 

f Jointure, pprtion, gold, estate. 
Houses, householdstofi; or land, 
' The low conveniences of fate, 
. « : ilre Qrcibk no lovsrs underttatfd." . 
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CHAPTER XL. 



, £ regfet that we catincft'grdtlfy tome 
of odr eobrteons readers wit!t a detailed 
kccouBt t>f the marriage 6f CaroDoe hnd 
Goiint Altenberg, with a des c rip t icm of 
the wedding-dres9e<f^, t)r a^^t Wthe ^eom* 
pany^ who^ after the ceremony^ partook 
of an elegaiit colratrtin at ner Liaijyship^s 
house in Cavendish Sqiaar^, . We la- 
ment tb£Ct we GXannot cfven ' Ivfiii A a pa- 
ragraph in honor of Connt Altenberg's 
equipage. 

After all their other friends had made 
their congratulations, had taken leave 
of Caroline, and had departed, Mrs. Hnn- 
gerford and Mrs. Mortimer still lingered. 

^* I know, my Ipve/* said Mrs. Hun- 
gerford, " I ought to resign you, in these 
last moments, to your parents, yonr bro- 
thers, your own Rosamond. — Yet I have 



some excuse for my selfishness -*^ they 
will .see you again, it is to bie hoped, 
oftiaa.— *-*-But II-^Thntis not in th^ 
oouiise of nature • . . ^ the Messkig I 
scarcely could bave teocpected ito live to 
enjoy »has iKm igrantied to me. *«- And 
nowidiat J haMe*8een yma toiitel to one 
winrthy of yon, nane -wbo kik)i0s jttxt 
tadae/I^iiii '€0ntffnt-^I am gt«i»fel^-~^ 
Fwe«ielljagiam;aDd-agaln; miy ^loved'^Ca^ 
Itdfhie, Ji]»y eve^ • . . . i.*^ 

Tears spoke ^the rest --^ tumiiag ffyom 
CSarolijie, ishe 'leaned on Count A] ten* 
faei^'S' arflij; ymla^ .conducted her to her 
harpifi^ Ae^ could only say^ 
. . ^^¥atiafeu h^ppy man^^CaaDt Altea^ 
beig. iFcii^mi me, if I am -not. able to 
. eodgrfitttilate yon a% I oa^xt . . . -Daogh* 
ter IVfortiiaer! ^ou kno^ my heart • • ^ 
Speak for ime . . . if iyoa cani'^ 

rCdiint Aiietib«Tg ^was more toudied 
fayHhis stituif^didotion'fori Carol ttie^^han 
he jcottld ihaire teen >by ^any < (SOfigratula* 
tody .coniplibeiits ^to ^himself, r^^ iMBter 
the Adpwtmit W Mps. fibngeHford ^ialhd 

M 2 
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Mrs. Mortimer came the separation sa 
much dreaded by all the . family, for 
which all atoed pr«|9ared.' -Despising 
and detesting th^ . display of sensibilitjq 
they had fortified themselves fortfab mo^^ 
inent with all. their resolution, and.eadh 
straggled to repress their own fedings.^ t 

Count Altenberg had delayed till the 
last moment, it was^ now ^necessary^ ihaet 
they should set ont. — Caroline/ flashed 
crimson to the very .tempks one instanty 
find pale lihe aext, conunaoded with .the 
utmost effort her emotion. .Rosamoiid^ 
unable to ^repisess hers, clang .to her fis^ 
ter, weeping r-* Caroline's Itps x}uivm'ed 
with a vain •atteoipt to speak — she jconld 
only embrace Rosamond repeatedly,, and 
then her mother — in silence. —~^ She 
stood motionless, lor she had hot power 
to withdraw her cold hand from her oio^ 
i^r. — Her father pressed hieir to lib bo* 
som — blessed her — and then drawing her 
arm within his, led her to her hushand. 

As they passed: through the hall, ;the 
faitfafal housekeeper^ and the old itev-^ 
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»d, who had come from the country to 
the marriage, pressed forward, in hopes 
of a last look. Caroline stopped,^ and 
took leave of each. She was able, thongb 
with diflSrcnlty, to speak, and she thanked 
them for all the services and kindness 
she had received from them from child- 
boodtoihis* hotrr. — Then her father led 
her on to the carriage. 

Oh ! if it was not for sticb a husband 
as Count Altenb«rg, I uever^ never could 
bear this separation, thought Caroline^ 
te she took leave of her father. • * 

- Her foot was now on the step of thie 
fearriage, intd- whida Count Altenbevg 
.was handing^ h6r ; when, tilrnkig to look 
eBCe more at her father, two men rudely 
i±6ssed between them, and an* instaitt 
afterwards, she saw one of these l^y his 
hand on her father*s shoulder, and' heard 
fcim say the words, 

" Arrest ! Writ ! Prisoner ! '• 

'^ • Caroline sprang froofi the step of the 
carriage^ Count Altenberg opened a wajr 
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for kev Wtweeu the sh^ritli'^ offiioersr iti%% 
the bouse. 

'^ Do not be alsamed,. my dear C^ro-^ 
Ime. —There is no cause,"' $aid her fi^ 
^mvj inr a cahfi: voice. — ^^ This Is a gf eat 
mistake^ or great injustice. — In eitben 
case, I shalt obtain redress/* 

The writ was shown. — It was taken 
out at the suit of Sir Robert Percy, and 
£or aAr enora24»ns sum *~ tl^ amount of 
tii€ x^9t^ received by Mr. P^rcy dimng 
^ whole time he had been in possesr 
sion of the estate, Wl^n (hat #«tatij 
ijRaiB giveo up to Sir Rcdbert Percy, he 
Itad agreed to abiindon all claim to diese 
9rrear8> in consideration of improver 
mento, bnUdings, fomitare^ and plate^ 
tip^bich )^a4 been delivered to him with^ 
ant reserve, to an amount then thought 
equivalent to his demands. But he ha4 
lately written, to state, that what he had 
unwarily been induced to accept as full 
paym<?nt was by no measis ecpal to 
bis right, that the agreement was made 
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imdes mistaken information, that it waa 
not legaliy. executed^ and that be had di^' 
seated hi& aolkitos, Mv. Shaiy e,^ toproceedir 
%t law fi>r tke lacov^n^ of the whole of hia 

Mr. Percy. bad< not concelved^ it possi- 
ble, that even Mr. Sbarpe would, without 
dlowiog time scarcely for an answer to 
^is deinan(^ take out' a writ against hira, 
and; have it executed at such a ccoel mo- 
ment. 

Count Altenberg, when he undevstood 
tlie nature of thk arrest, and asiseod aaf 
he> heard Alfred name the necessity of 
obtaining sepority foe his father, to pre^ 
vent this imprisonment, instantly came 
forwarxi, 

" As your son, Mr. Perey,'^ said he, tt \| 
have a right to sp^sak -^-r a right tahope 
t^t my assistance will be ac(»pted. — I 
have an English prxkpei;tji—* will tiuit he 
sufficient security?" 

Mr.\Percy thanked the Count — and 
Carotin^, hy her look, thanked him mdst 
tffuderly; but her &ther 6iwly said, that 
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he would not involve any of hh friends in 
lib 'difficifltie^; . — The dearer and dearer 
Ibef wer«, the more paia it^ wooH give 
bim— be had- several excellent friends^ 
who wonld, he was sore^ be willing to risk: 
much for kith^ but he Woitld not suffer 
tbem* to hazard so enormous a^nm; It 
was> be saidy an evil; but no insrupportabTe 
^viJ^to pass some montbs itt prison — lib 
trasted the event W4)uld prove that be bad 
been unjustly detained. 
; Then turning to Caroline^, be. said, 
^ Yoa know the worst now, -ray dear 
daughter; from your strength of mind E 
•xpeot^ in: aU circumstances, resolutton. 
•*-— The hbnor of Count Altenberg ob- 
liges him to be with his Prince at an ap- 
pointed time,— —Detain him not ■ 
farewell, my dear daughter J'— 
. Caroline, with the anguish of divided 
duty and affection, looked from her father 
to her husband. 

,. '< Heatren forbid ! that I should sepa- 
i9ke you at this , moment from yoiur fa- 
ther, Caroline," said the Count. — ^^ Stay. 
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With him — Heaven forbid 1 that 1 should 
exert the right which the name of.hos-^ 
band gives me, to sever the ties of nature I 

Stay with your father> dearest Caro* 

line ! My honor safe, my promise ful- 
filled, I will instantly return, and may we 
meet in happiness !** 

The Cottnt, with a sort of desperate 
haste, as if be feared his resolution should 
fail, embraced hie wife. — — Thus parted 
the lovers, who, but a few short bonr^ 
before, thought themselves secure of passr 
ing their lives together. — —So uncertain 
is ajlhnman^fdicity! 

Caroline, as^ though she had not been 
a bride, prepared to aceoidpany her fatb« 

The sheriff *s office^^ w}io, ^h^;^ spite q( 
tl^e obdmwy of his trade, wais> toncbed W- 
observed, that . . . Gentlemen iu/$imil«r 
.circumstances are usually allo^^d fbxip 
4md twenty howrs: at least, to 1oc|l £or 
bail— ^that.he/was willing to. peimit .eveab^ 
indulgence in bis ^ potver — and thouglhi 
iis prisoner must be kept Uk safe.cuitfi^ 
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4jy yet that there were houses where he 
could be accommodated for a day op 
two, till his friends could see what might 
be done to settle the matter. —There was 
no necessity for his goitig directly to 
prison. 

Lady Jane Granville hearing from th4 
officer^ tbfft attorney Sharps was now in 
town, proposed that Alfred should go td 
hitn immediately, and see what aocom* 
modatidn could be made ; but a!i Mr: 
Percy'e femily knew tdb well the malig- 
niint avid revengeful nature of this m4ii> 
to expect that any good could result front 
ibis mei^suM; as a lawyer, AUr^ed pro- 
nouiftced t)iat ft would be a d{ingerau# 
atep, as it might be construed intoati'Ojfl^r 
to compromise, and a-oonsciousDess of the 
taltdtty of ^^ chSim made by tbetr <opp<»^ 

JULt. t^etey decidedly -disappTOved of 
«i4kiag afi^ conces^on^ <ot amy appHeai- 
licifi to like Tiie settbnYeyv-and ileteiimiifted^ 
4? i^ 'ha«l idedhired, ^cii to permit any of 
Ih^ finienihi W hazard (bemaelves &r jfinii; 
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he thanked die sheriff's officer for his prof- 
fered indulgence^ bat thought it best to go^ 
to the prison at firsts in which at last be 
must be confined. 

It was settled, that Rosamond and Eras- 
91US should remain with Lady Jane Gran* 
vtUe, who had been so dreadfully shocked 
and terrified by what had happened^ that 
she most wanted their care. 

Mr. Percy, his wife and daughter 
Caroline^ then quitted her Ladyship*s 
kospitable and elegant mansion^ and were 
conducted to a* very difierent abode in 
the King's- Bench. The keeper of this 
prison, accustomed to^ see varieties of 
persons of all ranks, a&d obliged to ^ornf 
a quick judgment of those who are com- 
mitted to his custody, was aQ excellent 
physiognomist. He was favorably pre- 
possi^ssed by the countenance and de- 
meanor o€ his prisoner, and by the ap- 
pearance of the ladies, by whom he was 
accompaQied. — 

From the moment they entere4^ he 
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tireated them with the utmost respect and 
c6iirtesy,which bis habits trould'cominani^ 
He gave them tlire choice ..... sad choice * 
.... of the iinoccupied apartments. — r 
•Mr. and Mrs. Percy fixed npon a tolerably 
clean 9 but very ^inall . room> whidi thej 
preferred/ because it bad a closet laq|? 
enough to contain a bed for Caroline^ 
As soon as they were in possession of 
these rooms, CaFoline began, to arrapge 
the little furniture they contained, in 
such a manner, as to make her fatber and 
mother as comfortablj^ a^ circumstanoes 
would admit. — They utteried no comr' 
plakits. — The gaoler was not u$ed to see 
people ^o mild and resig^qd^ His own 
interest, and the- calculation of how mucb 
mod'ey they were likely to sp^pid ^itb bim^ 
were, no doubt^ bis first considerations)^ 
biit as far as to dispose biin to; civility, the 
manners- of bi^ prisoners, ^at i^ncedignir 



fied and gentle^ and, the cheerfulness: of 
Mr. Percy's temper, certainly pperatedii^ 
t)|cir favor.. 



PATBONAGK 253 

:• , At nighty when the doors were locked^ 
Mr.^ Percy, looking roand lAm, 9aid with 
iLSiiiile> 

^^ Abstract the idea of being deprived 
of liberty ; except the notion of bolts and 
bsrs^ turnkeys and gaolers, what is there 
more terrible in being here, than sleep* 
ing in any small lodging in any other part 
of London?" — 

*^ Except the disgrace^" said Mrs. Per- 
cy, sighing. 

. ; " Had I brought myself to this situa- 
tion by any vice, or any folly, I shpnld 
feel it bitterly," ans^wered Mr. Percy, " I 
should dnk, perhaps, utxder the sense of 
shame. -^ But at present, my love, .coq-« 
soious as 1 am, that, no extravagance, no 
iin]widence; of ourS: has been the cause of 
Qur imprisonmeat, I feeVit not as the 
idigbtest degradation.? — 
- This assurance ri&lifved Mt3. Percy's 
mind from her. great^s.^ anxiety.. — And 
this night they slep^t peaceably, while he, 
veho. had, thro wq them ii^tQ prison, la;? in 
.tj[ie; b^st of beds>^..an4. Jl^est .of rooms. 



inasUr' of Percy-Hall, and of ail ^at 
wealth coiild give, yet Wai Enable ia^ 
close bis eyes. — He lay brooding oo pas% 
aod fqtere plans crf'aTarioe and malice. 

Since his marriage witl^ Miss Falconer, 
Sir Robert Perc/s e^t^blishiqent had be- 
eom^ so expensive, as to fr6t bi» temper 
coBtimially; and bi^ tenants had h9^. 
more and more reason to oomplain ef 
their iaodtord, who, when ai^y of hi» 
farms were out of lease, raised his reati^^ 
exorbitantty, to mfdce bijnself amends, a^ 
ke said, for the e^ravagance of his wife*. 
•«-Tbe tenantS) wfao^ baderer dislike(£ 
him, as being the snpcessqr and? enemyr 
ef their oum gocni and belo^^ landlord^: 
n/ow oonld not, and attempted not t:<>. 
eoneeal ^eir aversion, it appeared |n^ 
a variety of ways, — Sir itobert eonidi 
hardly stir out, wMicrat being, made: 
sefMble «df it, ewen- by ^Ihe very cbil- 
Aoeb at the cottage 4oors. This re^.- 
pewed aiidfncrease4 1^ virulence of his: 
dbljke to iiur iraneh of tii« Percys^ w^0^« 
9S ^e knew, m&pe always compared to 
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kkH and his^ who were all idolized, arnd 
irho seenwd indeed to be ever present t<» 
the proTokJng memories of these tenantt* 
— Sir Robert Percy was jidappointed 
hitherto ill die hope for which he married, 
|i)ie hope of an heir, who should prevent 
tbe estate from returning to those, from 
whom it had been wrested by his 9|rts«rTt< 
Envy at seeing the rising and prqsperoap 
state of those PercjfSy who, in spite of 
IlieiF loss of fortune, had made their way 
up again through dl obstacles, combined 
to kverease bis ^htipatliy to his rdationa* 
•-^H« found a willbig assktaat In Shaarpe^ 
the aililomey ; and diey hath emjoyfd^ as 
mmh U m^lMence ^ enjoy tof 
thing, the idea of the aih^Mt. — ^ After it 
wfHB exMutti^, iand that Mr Pewjr was 
iodgpd ki pyisoii,':tllj3y' ipew, ho9i^v«r, a 
littifi iosoiiiiied hf £indiag,> Airit ih^ -ntr 
inoit malice liad ftiled te iflstimUfil^ th^ 
m^lm, or to estoit ftmo hka ^vy sp^^i^ft 
isf fubmissioii, ' of couoM^oh ; > tmt, nAi t\stp 
^anttBgf^ tttdt Mr* Bercy had idtisified IVfi 
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son Alfred immediately 'to thke all tbft 
legal steps necessary to 'obtain redress, 
and to bring the matter to issue a9 
speedily as possible. 

. To return to our prisoners, wbom ^w^ 
left tranquilly asleep, fn. the mornin^^ 
when first tbey wakened, it. was with tlfi 
feeling that something extKlwdihary, add 
painful, had happened; but what ha4 
passed the .preceding day seemed only 
as a frightful dream, till the convictioA 
bf it*8 reality was impressed upohtbek 
minds by the external objects, which first 
struck their senses : — the meanness of th^ 
room, the grated windows, the strange 
noises they heard in the passages,* and 
Irom the yard below.—- . i . ^ 

Caroline, now s refeolleetidg^ . every cir»- 
tiumstance, rose with a heavy heart,.. bu|; 
appeared bdCbre^ber parente witlLa.'chcer^ 
iul cbuntenance . — Whilst she . . made 
breakfast,' (Oh how unlike, the. breakfast 
of- the preceding morning! — ) she began 
to calttHlata when shet jobdld. hear, .firoim 



patronage; 257 

Count AlteDberg.-r"-^Coaiit Altenberg^ 
whom she scarcely yet ventured to call 
her husband.— 

The gaoler civilly came to oflfer them 
newspapers. Caroline opening one^ to 
read it to her father, inyoluntarily looked 
first for the foreign news, but her eye was 
caught by a splendid account of her own 
marriage, and of Count Altenberg's set- 
ting out for the Continent. This prevent- 
ed her from reading loud for some mo< 
ments. The next attempt she made was 
scaixely. more successful. All* the para- 
graphs from Germany were calculated to 
inspire her with the most serious appre-. 
hcnsions. 

Count Altenberg had flattered himself 
from the last despatches from his Conrt^ 
that the strong measures taken by the 
Prince would have prevented danger ; but 
the French party had formed new in-' 
trigues, — they gained ground. — Every 
symptom threatened revolution — and^ if 
the newspaper accounts were true, dvil 
war, and foreign invasion, were inevi-^ 
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tf^UeuTfT^BiibljikttSd might lie exajrgeiated 
atateneolSTrrtCafokine ^mleaYnred to think 
8o^ and to find comfort in- the. oontradk- 
tosyi aoooBDnta in.othef paper& o£ opfOBite 
partjea.*—^ While she^ her &thAr^ s^nd mor^ 
tfaer, were employed ia this manner^ one 
of the tnrnkejiis oame in^^ to say, that ap 
old man^ Mr. Feccy'^. atew^rd^ wished Uh. 
see hiin. 

Tke.Cjplid. maa^iraashowaiai bat wh^o 
ha. a&Wi hiB master^ lie woi ^puteaveroomej, 
and heing dsaio^ to. speak, he stepped 
hehiod the 'tarnSkNiy, maknig his mwjf: 
heck, mto the paesage, wheee he 8taic| 
som^ sninoics befone be could summoik 
sttflScient resolution ta return. 

When he reappeared^ hia> master went 
towards the door to meet hioi, and spoke 
to hhn kindHy; hot this nearly over, 
set bim agaio^ and his face worked 
with strong emotion befioire . be could 
utter. 

^^ Fm only eome, Sir,, to see « • . • you, 
before I would go down ta t)fie country, 
on account of mk knowing if yon> op my 



miHtreBs, .... hs^d ^ny ^r4^rs^ ^t « • • . for 
9>e, -r- or aw^ athQnui*'' 

Thfi w(^d home, wbicfa he osuaHjr 
proDoupced with iiiU' £nglisb cordiality: 
ofemph^sis^ he could 9C£ir$eIy articalato 
• . • . nor could venture to attempt nana-^ 
ing his wife, tp whom be could only 
allude, under the general description of 
f^ny at hoine,^— 

. ]^*. Percy pi^VjB hkn (fireetionfi, 1» 
wj^ieb h^' s.^tiied.lK)i listen witlt iBotion<« 
le8$ H^nthn and respect ^^ occasionally 
fi?s.Weid»g> , 

'' So b^t, Sir" '' It shall be done 

$sr certain ***^—*- ^^ I v^nderstend, Sir/^ 
, Bat at last be put bis band ta bis §om^ 
beftd^ and said *^ 

^^ ]( am afeard, Siir^ to Ibrget all ... • 
my bead^B not so clear a» it ougkUfw 
tbi^' morning ... if you'd be pkased^ 
if it wi^xild not be too troublesome to 
write me tbe orders down here in my 
bwk^ in pen and ink . » • I might be 
bi^tte^ able to morrow, or wbeU' I do 
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Home again stopjied liim — so be on^ 
strapped his pocket-book, and began to 
write i^bat his master dictated, — Mr. 
Percy took the pen from- John's band, 
which trembled so that he conld not gets 
on. • • 

" You bad better let nje write, wy 
good John-" 

^^ It is badly blotted, indeed, and a 
ahame'' — said the oldman — " but I am 
all I don't know . how to day, and no 
bettei* able, nor sensibler like, than %. 
child — I axe your pardon for being ae 
troublesome —^ I tliank you kindly. Sir.'* . 

While his master was writing, John 
stole a look, which he had never ven-, 
tured yet, at his mistress and Caroline 
*— and bowed to each — but as to »pe?ik-. 
ing, that was out of the question — for* 
some time '^' at last he recollected a note 
Rosamond had given him for his mistress^^ 
and laying it down he said, — *^ Might. 
I make bold, to axe. Madam, is it true 
what th£ gentleman who let me in was^ 
telling on me, that this here place is not 
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in the nature of our connty jails, but 
that master will have liberty to walk 
about as he pleases, and only the gates, 
and doors locked at night, like as for 
any gentleman's own house and place at 
home — If so be tbaf s true, it would be. 
some comfort." ' - 

'^ Mr. Percy stopped writing, - to assure- 
him that the information was correct ; 
atid he tried still * further to raise, his' 
spirits., by telling him that some gentle*, 
men, who had been confined . in the 
Ring's Bench, had heen. hear-d to de- 
c$ar6 they nevter were happier in their 

. *^ Why, with a good cooacieuce^ to 
be sure, there's no sayiog how happy, a 
man may be any where — And that's a 
great point. Ma'am, for my master^ 
that's certain " «— said the steward,^ bright-- 

euing up a little *'But^-r-"his face 

douding again, as he looked at the grated 
windows — 

^^ A prison's a prison, torn it lirhick 
^4y oxxe will -«-^iid I never tboagbt ibr 



262 PATRONAGE. 

to live to B/bt die day when iM^ masttf 
would <he in sacb a place -^ A geutiemim 
like he, as I hate 4:oown, fo<^ aaid^iyMAf^y 
these forty year$, attd never ktiew him 
to wrong <iio man, Nvoman, iMr dl»ld/«o 
bow ; hot quite land d^w file <conMn^, 
doing good to al], which 411 cm^tesAff 
•«— What sort bf a !beart niii9t be bMe, 
that oaald go^for-to i^ a finger npaa 
hiita, and «A Mch:atime (D»o-^bm he is 
a >b«d mam, if ^er tbene :was one . ^ . /' 

'•* Donft 1J^ 'of Mta, ddn't »hink ^f 
kUn," rsaiid>i4r.tPeiicy. 

''Sq^hwt, Sir," isofd ^*A*it-"'Attd, 
Sir, if in case there's any thing else 'yM 
Aink j«f' :)far imh >io ib, !! ^n{^4>ife ^ou 
can vmtb % :,|)ostt^-**«-aiknid < «awy g6 
noiv ? * ^^^ ' '* 

AstistitlJie flayed ^-^•Mdi'iR^ skuwly 
tMc^vds ^be/^ddor itefMid-^ 

. ^^ Li^ish y^m^ honor ^atiiheahh, then$ 
iod'lJiaitlpledw'Gidyiyoa.iw^ ^ smin 
down with us again, Sir — My 
the )4«m6 --h And iMass Caroline ^*** 



loThe tlMhtgfatvih^ bhe -wds .no longw 
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^iss Cafolili6^ again stopped him, and 
hiB fedllAgft at last forcing th^ir way fl«H 
ently into words, he exclaimed, 

^^ What wiU Hiy .^oor wooian say, 
when I get home !■ She, who is l6ok* 
ing to -hear of nothing but o' thie wed» 
dxBg and JQy — Little guesfiiu^ no '^nibre 
thfan myself, how our Miss Ciifoline'^ 
weddiiag-d^y was to end — Lackr>ard^^ 
the bpid^, too, that 4 myself see, >bQt 
yesterday thfs time, the fceantifnJfteat 
bride that «¥er was ^eed« ited ill ibe 
power of ladies stt^di'gei^d^Beii \^i$bii^ 

of-her joy ^-And btte 'slfe -is, risked 

nfp in a f)niseB--^tbe^€egmen ^oUel 
*^— And she might have gone w«db.'2iiol^ 
tody in her ^tPwn 4)Afriige, to fa ipalice 
th^ s^l^, ofily (Aat,*lifae imiai^A as^eis 
and ever was, she would %tey:to 'cdoifort 
lis!" 

*^ ViHii 'sbofild 'not tve ^fe^^eomibitfed^ 
my good John,'' said Mr.'f^ekioy, 'snH^ 
iQg — "If I %ad not beeii 'thtowfa itito 
^1 hf the3e wi^bd neti, just lit the 
^Fdry ^m^mint >I ^VfM, ipw^mg} fukn nty 
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Saugbter, her mother and I should not 
oow have her sitting between as. CoiiK> 
my good old friend^ follow the -eramplft 
of yonr master — Tom to the bright side 
of things — bear up tinder misfortune, and 
yon will feel it lighten surprisingly.'* 

^* Ah, master, 40 you can do f&t 
yourself— but I can never do the like 
for you — It makes me a deal worse, so 
it does, to see yon looking so patiient 
tvithal, and hear you speaking so cbeet- 
ftil — I can't staffid it bo longer — so liad 
best take ^myself s.'woy" 

John made bis bow to fdl. His toaster 
called to one of the turnkeys to show him 
the way out. 

^^ Lack^a-dayj when will lie do that 
for you, dear master, could you give any 
sort of a guess ? " 

•^ Law permitting" — said Mr. Percy, 
f^ I hope to be with you at the Hills in a 
fewmontbs.^* 

^Months!'* repeated the old man, 
stopping shcnrt — '* Then afotie that^ i 
ihalL be dead«^ But if -so k is ti^ be 



mm 
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Why, so be it — God's >vill be 



Thk visit from th^if ^teward^ thougb 
k could not serve immediately to raise 
ifhe spirits of our prisoner^ had seme- 
tbi^g in it consolatory as well as toucb- 

Alfred was the next person who ar- 
,riy^^ and his countenance showed that 
he brought no good tidings. Hq had 
l^een considering his father's case^ and 
had consulted his friends. As lawyers 
they had an nnfavorabie opinion. 

A^red said, that the agreement, whidi 

hfi^ A^epn entered into between hiis father 

aad Sir Robert Percy, by which Syr 

)]Kflb^rt bj^d engaged, to . relintiuish the 

:t9(f^ne' rents^ in consideration of the im^ 

provements made by Mr. Percy, how- 

eyjsr just »nd :however binding it would 

Jifi^ : hot ween naefi at:' honor^ was no way 

goo4 '^ ^<^- — With professional know- 

tift^S^^ )?tnd ^^ tecj^ical Ung^age^ Alfre^d 

^]l^$^ipie4 io his ^iat}ie4', that ^' uq release 

,4^^^^ ««*, for A« s« precediBg 

VOL. IV. N 
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years, having been execated, an action 
of trespass for these would lie ; and to 
4his action, which Sir Robert bad com- 
menced .by the writ under which Mr. 
Percy was arrested^ no valid defence, it 
"was feared, conld be made« — Because 
the judgment and proceedings in l^e 
former suit on ejectment, by which Sir 
Robert obtained possession of the Percy 
estate, were conclusive evidence to bind 
•Mr. 'Percy in the present action of 
trespass.** 

Alfred added ^* that both he and Mr. 
Friend had been examining the record of 
the judgment, and the return of the writ 
of habere, in hopes of discovering some 
irregularity, upon which they could 
^ound a defence, but that no error coiild 
be detected. 

This explanation, unintelligible as it 
will be to many of our readers, and, 
^as sucfa^ incapable of communicatii^ 
either pain or pleasure^ was, alas, too 
clear to poor Mr. Percy : he perceived, 
that he had: little chanco of ledrats 
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from law; that the decision^ when the 
cause should come to a hearing, would 
he ag^ns^ him $ aud that instead of 
Jbieiog liberatqd^ as he h4d hoped, in a 
;few months, he had no likc^lihood of ever 
obtaining bis liberty, except by selling 
^The Hills, all the remaining property h^ 
.had in the world. Whether to do this, 
or to «pend the rest of his days in the 
King's Bench, was the alternative of evil, 
which would probably be left for his for 
tare consideration. ; 

J . In the mean time, Mr. Percy, naturally 
of a cheerful temper, and habitually of 
that philosophy which forbears to antici- 
pate future evil, turned the whole force of 
his mind towards making the present ^s 
. easy and tolerable as poss3)le to himself 
and his fellow su&rers« 

> 

He began to form a settled plim for 
the occupation of the days he was ine- 
vitably doomed to past iq prison, the 
,tijne that must elapse befmre the point 
. ^ aow ia contest could he brought to ai^y 
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decision faxftrable or unfavorable. ■■■ ' ■• Ak 
^oon a9 they could leave Lady Jane 
iGranviUe^ Bosamcmd and £ra(»mi(s tatne 
to join fhe &iaiily«coiinQiL Mrs. Percy 
'tHken arraviged Wit4i> them at wbat hotirs 
lie 6hou}4, ^isb kis friends to call npoti 
htm) aM ^t wbat ho^rs he should like to 
.see hifrfaMity — what time be would gtvfe 
'to ei^rci^, and what to literary oecuprf- 
ttion^ -^ Lkeratnfe I inestimable resouri^ 
•lo the prisoner ! 

Rosamond was excessively anxiens to 

be permitt(;d to stay with her father, or at 

least to be allowed in her turn every other 

week to take the place of Caroline, or of 

•her mot4ier, whose health would be most 

likely tq swffer by continued confine- 

ment. As nofie of this family wanted to 

vie with each other in geiierosity, or tn 

' denionstrtttioiis f)f aflfectroh, jill readily 

■ consented to. do that Vhieh .was most 

reasbhable, tmd most likeWto be.for the 

gettjerftl good, it: WHS 4hfei^fore ^et- 

*;tk(l, that i&very second week either ^M-^. 
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Percy, or oqb af bet daughters, should 
fapend al Alfred'^' l^oase. — Lady Jane 
Gram^lle aad Mrs- Huogerford had writ* 
ten to heg Mrfe, Pert-y ami her daughters 
would coine t6 their housjes^ whenever 
they could l^ave Mr- Peifcy — hut from 
this they e^^eused themselyes, as they 
;ivished to live in as retired a manner M 
p^ssihJte. To the? propf i^ty of this reso- 
}nt&Hi they 'koew th^ir kiiMi fneiids milsl 
aecedp^. . . : 

i Theit: plasp pnce settled, tb^y adhered 
to' ij iuvajiably. .TlM^.'U^Jws ^tidid^y* 
passed so' regularly, th^t 'they heg/W to 
feel Hfi a the ordering of them in a c^rf aw 
Tuatin^r Was the n^essary course of Trfci 
3om^ time passed without bringing any 
f^hange in theit* eitrcduistancesr 
. l^etters arrived from Count Altenberg^ 
which did not tend to put C^irolin^ morei 
lU ease. Pilblie dIEairs indeed Yfbve not 
$o desperate a& tb^ n^wspap^rs had repre-^ 
9efi»te4 th^m totre-r-But doni^stfe sorrowl 
^W'«ited hitfi* Very sooti sdter hh return^ 
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his father was seized with an illness^ of sa 
dangerous a natore^ that his son could 

not possibly leave him. Post aftfsr 

post brought accounts of the progrelss of 
the maUidv, which at last tenninated 
fatally. The death of hh father^ th^ fu-^ . 
neral, and much bueiioess^ which respect ^ 
to bis memory required to be performed^ 
detained Count Altenberg. Till at length, / 
when all was arranged^ and Caroline had . 
reason to hope that his next letter would * 
announce bis setting ^out, puhiic a^yri^ 
again d^anded delay. The French de* 
dared war— then* troops wen) m motion/ 
and it was necessary to prepare for the^ 
defence of the country against invasioii, ^ 
Their General boasted^ that b6 would be 
within the gates of ^faeir city, and within 
the walls of their palace, before the en- 
suing month should be at an end. tn. 
these circumstances, when his Prince and 
his , country required his services, Jt was 
iinpossible that Count Altenberg should 
desert his post* The Jetters he wrote to , 
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Caroline breathed the most ardent «iffejD-' 
tbn^ expressing in differeat ways this * 
strong sentiment^ « - 

'' I could not love thee, dear, so much, 
LovM I oot honor more." 

« 

Caroline prepared for the anxiety that: 
must be more or less the lot of the wife 
of a man in Count AItenbierg*8;pablic: 
aijtuation^ bore it with fortitude^ atid 
however it preyed upon her miiid^ she 
never uttered any expression of impa-' 
tienca or coii^Iaint. H^r husbftnd^s re^ 
pdtation and her pwn duty were her first> 
objects ;' and whatever jdie suffered in^ the^ - 
performance of one^ or in the hope of hid' 
attaining the other* appeared to her of 
infenor, and comparatively small import-: 
aiice. r It was not merely 'in. the ge- 
nerous emotion or transitory herpism of 
tlie moment, that she offered, when she 
saw her father arrested, to stay with hinir 
and shai^hb imprisonment; she. wa* 
aware of Vebat she ofiered, her resolutioa 
and^ affection were sufficient to susta\a 
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her tbroDgfa the^ pcotracted sacriiice. 
Nor di(} she appear to think it a saeri^e 
— Never for an instant . did she remit 
those daily^ hourly, fond and grateful at- . 
tentions^ which convinced her father, that 
she did not repent the determination she 
liad made. 

Poor Rosamond all this time was suf- 
fering also both for* her father and- for* 
ber lover. Mr. Temple was still unable 
to obtain the performance of tbepro^ 
inise which had been niade btm^ of re^ 
muner^ian, and of competent j^emjmm* 
He bad ^one through, in compliance 
with thie advice of his frletid'S^ the mor- 
ttfieation. of reiterating vain memoi'ials. 
jixwl applications to the Uuke-ofCireeu- 
wiiDh— Lord Skrimpsbire— *Lord Skreene, 
and Mr. Secretary Cope. The only 
ihirigi which Mt. Temple reftised to do, 
was to implicate Lord Oldborough, or 
tb disterb him on the subject. — He bad 
spent some weeks with his old master in 
Ks retirement, without once adverting 
Ha bis own difficulties, still hoping that? 
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on Iris return to town a promise wooH 
Ife {vH&WeAy which Lord Skreene had gtveq 
lam, that '^tbe ^0a^r ishould in his ab-* 
^ence. be settled to his satisfaction." — 
But on hi^ return to town, his Lofdsbip 
found. bi^ns^ of evasion and delay^and 
threw the blame, on others ; the course^ 
of uieiafiorials af^ representations was to 
he recommenced. — Mr. Temple's pride 
revolled, his love was in despair — and 
frpe^neiltLy-^ in the bitterness of disappoint- 
mtot. he reiterated to his friend Alfred* 
bis exclainatians of regret and self-^re-* 
proad), for haying* quitted from picjae 
and iri^patience of spirit a profession^ 
where his owij perseverance; and es;er-^ 
tions would infallibly have rendered him 

by this time independent.. Rosamond 

saw with; sympathy and anguish 4he 
effeet, .which* tbpse feelings of self-re^ 
ptbafh^. and hope delayed, piWuced oj^ 
M3[. Temple's spirits a^d headt^trr^H^ 
sensibility, naturally quick, and rendered 
paore .acute b^ disapnoijUraent, seamed 
now con tinualiy to^ draw ^rom^iilf'cliaj 
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racters and events, and even from every 
book he opened, a moral against bimseff;" 
some hew iUnstration oi* example, wbtefr 
convinced bim more and more of tfaer 
folly of being a depehdaut on the greats 
He was just in this repentant mood, VhW 
one morning, at Mrs. Alfred PcJTCy*^;'^ 
Rosamond beard him sigh deeply tei^ral" 
times, as he was leading with great atten^' 
tion. She could not forbear asking what it 
was that touched him so much. — He pitt 
the book into her hands, pointing to tfac^ 
following passage — '* The whole of this 
letter *,** said he, ** is applicable to me; 
and excellent, but this really seems as' 
if it had been written for me^ or \yy 
me. 

She read 

<^ I was a young man, and did not 
think that men were to die, or tb b^ 
turned out *#♦♦** What was to he 
done now >--No money, my form^ pa- 



* Letter from Mr. Williams (Secretaiy to Lord 
ChaAoelUr West) to Mrs. Williams, 



« • I 



PATRONAGE. 875- 

troii in disgrace ! friends that were ia 
laypr not able to serve me, or not willing;* 
that is, coldi timid, careful of themselves, 
^nd indifferent to a ,man whose disap-. 
p^intments made him, less agreeable * ^. 

*r? f * * * ******** IknguishedoiL 
for-^j^r^ l9ng melanchply years, some^ 
t|m|K a little elated; a smile, a kind 
hint^ a downright promis^, dealt oat to, 
n^, from those in whom I had placed 
some sijly hopes, now ; and then brought 
a^ little refreshment, but that never lasted 
Ipng, and to ^ay nothing of the agony of 
bejing reduced to talk of one^s own mis* 
fortupes apd one's wants, and that basest 
a^^ lowest of all conditions, the slavery* 
of borrowing, to support an idle useless 
being — my time, for those three years^ 
M^as unhappy beyond description. What* 

\!^Qnld I have given then for a.profession! 

♦ fit* *♦ ******** gpy pgeiy pro-ft 

fe^on is infinitely better than s^ thousand^ 
patrous/* 

To this Rosamond Entirely accededjt, 
and admired the strong gdod sense of th^ 
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-Miole letter, but she observed to Mr- 
Temple, that It was very^ nnjnst, not 
6nly to himself, but, what was of mvdi 
more consequence, to /rer, to say that 
all this applied exactly to his case. 
** Did Mr. Temple," she asked him, 
^^ did he mean to insdt her, by asserting* 
that she could esteem, or have been near 
consenting to marry a man, who was an 
idle useless being. No, it was impossible, 
that any one who had been a mere de- 
pendent on great men, and a follower of 
courts, could ever have recommended 
himself to her father and her whole fa- 
mily, could ever have been the chosen 
friend of her brother Alfred.'* 
' Rosamond then, with playfulness of 
manner, but serious kindness, pleaded 
Jllr; Temple's cause against himself. 

" It was true," she acknowledged, 
** that this friend of her brother's had 
made one mistake in early life, but who 
is there that can say, that he has^ not in 
youth or age committed a single error. — - 
Mr. Temple hud done one ^iUy thing to h^ 



itftey in qoarreiling Wflfc life* professiiwft ; 
but be iiad snfleted^ £bnd bad^made^ amends 
for tb?8 afterwaiA, by fiefsevcrmg* appli^ 
eation - to literattrre. There he ^ had ob- 
taiaedtfae success h^ dcderved; — Gefr^e^ 
ineti might sigh and' shake tb^ ' b^d^^ 
but cottM any gentJeinan- ^deiiy* this? 
Gould it be denied, tbat Mr. Temple bad 
dtslSngimbed himself in literature? 



*M* 



Could any person deny, tbat a poKtfeal 
pamphlet 'of his- recommet^d^d hiw' to 
the notice of Lord ■ OWborougli * one of 

■ 

the ablest statesmen in Engfend, who 
hiade bin! his 'secretary, and whose eslteem 
fend confidence he afterwards acquired by 
bism'erit/dndteontinued, iuplaceandtjtrt^to 
ettfoy? — ^Wffl any gentleman deny this?** 
» ' RosamoTvd added^ thut *^ in defence 
bf her brother* sjinend she coold not htelp 
observing, that a man who bad obtained 
the ^st^nx of some of the' first ^persons 
of their- day^ who bad* fiUed an em^loy^ 
talent of trust, ' that of- secrfetaiy^ to^A mi* 
ui^tefj witH fiAefftyj' suid^ -credit, ^who 
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had published three celebrated, political: 
paipphletSj and two volumes of moral; 
and philosophical discpiisitions^ wbicb^ 
as . she he^rd the bodkseller say^ nf ^re 
become stock boQkip could not desire to 
lie called i^n idlf useless being.. To b(i r 
bom. and die would not make -aU^bist^ 

history. No : — ^ snch a qian would %to 

least, be secnre of honorablcr mentioii ifii 
the Biographia Britannica, as a wrii^?; 
moral — political — metaphysical/* 

When Rosamond had^ by this defenM<i 
of Mr. Temple^ rabed his spiritSj and 
when she had touched his heart by tb^v; 
kindness of her raillery^ she seized tb^^ 
moment to urge hini to continne his* 
exertions^ and not to sink into the idl^- 
p^ss of despondency. — She was aware^ ; 
she said, that while he was in suspend .« 
about this promised place, it was dijfl^lt 
to follow steadily any employment; buj^- 
she.a)so knew, that, if he coiddinter^ f 
himself > in. an occupation in which he^.; 
coold contuuuUly adTance by ius io*i&r„ 
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tr^- it would aflbrd the best relief to his 
mmd^ and would . raise him in his own 
ofHiiioii^ and. m hers. 

•This last ailment especially was so 
forcible/ that' from that hour Mr. Tem^ 
pie regularly deTOted a portion of every 
dayf to a new work, which he had com. 
nieneed, but which, in {he uncertain 
sitfiatidn of his affairs, and the anxious 
6€skste c^ his heart, he had not had cour^ 
age to pursue, till Rosaunond supplied 
him with sufficient motive. 

Considering Mn Temple now almost 
as *otte of the Percy family, their :bio-^ 
gtupher has thought it not impertinent 
td^ libntiniie his history with theirs. , 

About this time, as if fortune was de-» 
teraiined t<^ persist in showing herself 
averse to those, who had never (thorough*^ 
ly believed in her.power^^ an^Hher cala^ 
mity^ which^ no > {nmdehce could . prevent^ 
befti tiiem. — ^Socm aftec they had received 
letters from Colonel Gascoigne, giving 
tlm most Jiatii^actory. account of ;God<- 
fi^^ .te saying . thaVbe liad obtamed the 



kighdst cbaraeier among hia brbtbet 
ttffioers, and thii4i he^trairetarolng hornet 
just about the time. Triien bU faAer ex^ 
peatei^ to see hyn oune* intelUg^mce^ 
that* the' tnnlspmt^ in iHiichc lifajor 
P^rcy'» divjskm of the regiiMiit* wkt 
embarked, had been separated ^ from 
her :convoy by <aA gale of windr'in. tlii 
fi%kt^' and it waa apprehended^ that 
she had been taken^ by^ the enemy. •-^ 
Godfrey's £euni)y hoped for a .motnent; 
that this migbtribe a false alam^ 'bni 
lifter: enduring the misery of: rea^ng 
coivtradictory pu-agraphi and oon teste of 
the . newspaper • writers wMi each^ other 
for several saocessive days, : it wasj ablaut 
too ^emrly established ftnd eQis(km6^hy 
odkaal intelligence, : that tb^ transport 
was*;<tak«n'« by^ a Dutch ship* <^ Colonel 
Gasooigne-witb ^his^' <jivision: oSjtibe xegii 
meat/ 4)f rivedl >safe^5 • and 310: • dhnb^ ret 
maihed ^ of . : ^he misfortnne^- which : Dad 
liappe^od t ti^ £reid£rey« 
- Edr i Bolne ^ weel^ ' ^^btiif . ; imy&ti 1 Jieard 
]xibreio£ihi«i<fattt;ii--^rt4-.Tiiis ^^ 



PATRONAGE: 2*1 

dreadfal. Tlie Percys. luiTe bfteir simre* 
declared^ that of all they suficred at this.' 
]jeriod of their Htcs' suspense was Ae 
evil, which they found the most diiBcirlti 
to endure. — And each individual of tbe 
ftuni'ly was held in anxious uncertamty^ 
tor a, considerable length of time, on. 
many points the most nearly interesting* 
to their hearts. — . i 

Mr. Peix*y's. son vras a pridcmeir, be 
knew not in what, ciraimstabces. — • Hisr 
son-in-law, Oonnt, Altenbei^, in. the peiiI-« 
<$Us sifbatieil Df pvfinv inini^ter^ ia^a sta^ 
Aireaileiied witft rerolucian. and certain of 
itni«edmtei«va6k)n,.*<-^-«-«- Caroline's coloiur 
fading, and her -^^ilt^ beginnifig. td 
buffer from unxictv. — r^ Rosamond too. 
with Mr. Temple, fluctuating between 
hope and fear, Mr. Percy's own li- 
berty for life depending on the event of 
a trial, on a point of law, over which 
neither his character nor his abilities 
could have any influence, and of which 
the decision could not be hastened by 
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any possible exertdon he or his family ' 
conld make. 

Suspense may be easily endured hj 
persons of an indolent character, who 
never expect to mle their destiny by 
their own genius ; but to ' those, who 
fisel themselves possessed of energy . ancf i 
laities to tttnnount obstadeti and. tor 
brave dangersi it is torture to be cgn^ 
pelled to rtmain patsivei to feel that.; 
pmdf Boe, virtue, genius, avail them uqV ; 
that while ri^d ideas pass in their ima<^ 
gtoadoo, .time moves with an unatoewUi^ 
pace, and coBip6)s Ibem to wait, alo^i;^,. 
with the herd of vulgar mortals, for tlia.^ > 
kuawledge of futurity. 
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CHAPTER XU. 



What ha« become^ all this tiirie, t>f tb© 
Filcotter family ? ^ ^ [ 

-filfice tfa« carriage of Mis i VAleomv 
iK^'^Sir Robert Perey, all ifitercottrse 
baitreen the Falcbmrs JM(id cmrbrted^ 
of '^%e P^7 family bad eeiUsed. Bii« 
0iie%id#tiifii^/^AHred was aurprfced by ^ 
vfiiK^ltbm Commiasioner Falconer. Tbe 
O^tttmtssionor looked tbin^ pale^ aiid 
wretched. — He began by condoling witk 
Alfred . on their mntnal family misfor- 
tones. — Alfred received this condolence 
with politeuesa^ bnt with a proud con- 
sctovsness^ that^ notwithstanding his fa- 
therV imprisonment^ and the . total rain 
of fortune with .which he was threat^ 
ened, neither his father, . nor any in- 
dividual in his family^ would change 
places with any . one of the Falconers^ 
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since nothing dishonorable could be im- 

tnted to Mr. Percy, and since none of 
is misfortunes were occasioned by any 
imprudence, bf bis own. 

A deep sigh from the Commbsioner, 
at the moment these thoughts were pasj^- 
iog in Alfred'^ mind, excited hi^ com^ 
passion, for he perceived tka/t the ^smi 
]teflex2ojiis had'o(;e«]?red to Mr. Sakouer. 
' After taicitig aflt- immoderate qnviWtatf 
•FflwiC the C«criswflrtoiier wefart air^ slmd 
difildaiiied* in strcnlg termis rilkaovlfd^ 
«f his sdii^k»4a;vr\Sir R6hert's cruel ai*^ 
re^t of hifl cousin; The CotnauoiiictMir 
iuiA^ that - Sir : Robert' Pbrcy ' laad^. spa^i 
bifii mainiage with B0II Fakooei^^ beltared 
very ill, and had mckde-bis wife '. »ho#. 
greixt ingratitude to. her own fawily--^^ 
that in Mr Si* FakoMt's, distress, whew 
she and GeorgitioBi .w»re moat »i»&io#s«te 
jietm from to^vh for a short time ^ msSi 
miuHi Mi;8. Falooner had nahtrailyr looked' 
to the house, of ,lier married daogfati^r as 
a sore oasyluin^ the doors of Per c^Hall 
I^ad been.actitaUy shot «|^imst .her,> iSifr 
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Robert dedaring) tbat he would wcft bt 
invaived in. the difficalties and disgraci 
of a^ family^ m\xo had talken bim in im 
marry a- girl without any^ptune. 
, lAdfnsAv was pevfecdy convanced^ h&th 
ifroiii' tte cordial batred witti ^iHch th^ 
Ooininiis&ioner now ^oke of bis son-in- 
daw;- and from Mr. Falconer's dispos^ 
^ioti^ lba«< l>e bad fi^fhifig t6 do with *be 
^cruei "measttr^, whirfi' Sir Hobejl: bad 
-tldcffla -^gmmt Mr. Percy. Comflaiisioner 
Fideoner w|is not a^ matev^kjnt, but a 
;we£dc*man'*^iReapabljt$ *4)f 'be^g a disiiif- 
4e*eetf$^4lfend*^eqnally incapable of bel- 
•qiimkig ^«: maliisioas enemy. The Com- 
>misiriorter>nQW jproceecl^d to bis own af- 

iiids/ spid' to tbe 'bn^riineiss of- his visit.-^ 
-HevBaij^y tii»t 4i^ 3iuui * been ^dii^appointed 
tin* >«Ji' ' his 'ii<^pes >fMm the • Greenwich 

iparlyi^ttiat wheiiiA^ $kihv^inesst(f*'J\frs. 
. iRdomer^^ f^ame^ mi^ • tM^y had ^cSaed tMs 

as a pretence for drsopp^g-hfttit altogi- 

idi^-^<Hiikact|^toii>tiityifaad/ l^yJLprd Old- 

iieBWgh{^imit)0^Mfrc|^!.^e'ei ebtam^d 
;]qr^'tfa2iig7t)l6y'i9^(|(M0d^ tftid bad i)o 
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more occasion for assistance or informfr- 

imiy they had shainefoUy forgotten « or 

disowned all their former .promiiie9 to 

Cunningham.-— They had .refused .^ to 

accredit him at the coart of DeriQiark, 

refused eveiii to defray the expenses Qi^ jbis 

journey thither> which^ in the &t)^le 

Jie had thought it necessary . f<Mr.^.an 

^ambassador to travel in, had been eoiifii- 

derable* Upon Uie hopes held outj he 

bad taken a splendid, house in CofiAa- 

hageo, and had. every day> for som^ 

jveeks, been in expectation of th^ amiral 

^of his credentials. When it y^ publicly 

.known^ that another aniblissadorii^ fp- 

.pointed, Cunningham's creditors' became 

clamorous; he contrived to es^p^. &9m 

Copenhagen in the night, and waaprooead- 

. ing m»g^ in bis j<winiey h<»neward% vk^sB^ 

he was stopped atone of 4he «maU f|^cH#5r 

towns, and was 4h6re actually detaiaai^in 

.prii^n for his debts. \ ^ 

The ppw CommirtioiKKr pradueed/liis 
son'd latter^ giving an aaconnt of. his ile- 
tentifiin, and statusg^ thatj ynlasfetlnj ijin 
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mef he had raised in Copenhagen was 
paid^ there was no hope of his beidg 
liberated: — He must perish in a foreign 
jail. 

We spare the reader the just reproaches 
iirhich the tiiihappy father^ at this ino« 
ment^ uttered against the son^s duplicity. 
——It was his fete, he said, to be ruined 
by those, for whom he had been laboring 
and planning, night and day, for so many 
years.— •—" And no w,'^ conelnded'Mr. 

Falconer,—" here am I, reduced to sell 

' iaimost die last acres of my paternal estate 

' • • . I shull literally have nothing left but 

iFalconer-Court, the grounds, and my 

annuity ! — Nothing ! But it must 

'be done, ill as he has used me, and 

Mipossible as- it is, ever, even >at this 
-eri^is, to get the troth from him . • • I 

mxtst pay the money— he is in jail, .and 
'diftnM be liberated without this sum*-*- 1 

have here, you see, under the hand. of 
' tixe dhief magbtrate, suffident proof » » • 
-I will not, however, trouble you, my 
'1iMlt*Sir^ with showing -more of these 
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letters.— —Oflly it is n ooqifort tb me 

lo speak to one^ who will li^tcm mkh 

sQjne fijaiipatby • . • Ah ! Sir, \vhe»^ (^ut 

of place ! • . . out of fevor !* . . . selliiig 

iime's estate! • . • boiv pe^e change 1^ — 

Sot I am ta}cing up your time. — Suloe 

.these lands are to be s'old^ tbe samitx, 

;the .better»r^— Your ikther^ ymi^kiio^r^^ 

trustee to my ^inarrifige settl^raeote^fSffd, 

i believe, jbi^ couseut^ bis ^liature, 'li^l 

.be. necessary — ^yillitnot? — ^--^lasti no 

ila^ivyer — I really am not clear wlM^is 

<aiecessary — afud^.m^y s^Jicitor, Mt« Sfaat^e, 

:I havedismisi^edr-^periiftps^ yon will ^al- 

Imr nuQ tp ;p«t the fou^iuMS iiito ^fcAir 

hands." — ^ 

.Alfiied luodertpok it, and .kindly, toUl 
itbe GonMfiiasipfi^ tbiatif l^e wotJd MBjd 
Hum. bis..pftpi»B9 heiW0ukl, widioutptt- 
.tmg,hii|n.to'any eicpeufie, ioo^ thiem ^<?^r 
oarefnUy — r baire. all tine jiece^sary fek#Ms 
.dranxit-rsaiidrfliake his title pieai* to ;«B(y 
. purohaBf r jivho dh^uM A}y$iy» 
. u Xhe /CoBUHtssiomr .was i^ of.^a^- 
jtude &r ^s fri^ndiy eff^i and Xmm^- 
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ately begged^ that he might leave his 
title deeds with Alfred. Accdrdingly the 
servant was desired td bring in the box, 
which he had left in the carriage. —* The 
Cominissioner then rose to take leave, 
but Alfred begged he wonid stay, till he 

bad written a list of the deeds, as b6 

» * ■ • *■ . 

made it a mler never to take charge of 
any papers, without giving a receipt for 
&ein« The Commissioner thought' thk 
^^ a superfldoQs delicacy betwet^^ fifenxls 
and relatives ;*' but Alfred observed, that 
relations would, perhaps, oftener continue 
fxfcnds^ if in matters of business they took 
care always to be as exact, as if they were 
sftrangers. 

The Commissioner looked at his watch, 
-r-said he was in haste — he was going to 
wait upon Lord somebody, from whom, 
in spite of all his experience, he expected, 
Mmething. 

" You will find a list of the deeds,! 
have a notion/' said he, ^^ in the boj^^ 
Mr. Alfred Percy, and you n^ed onl; 
agn it -r- that will be quite sufficient." 
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V When I hAve compared theyapei^ 
with the list I will siga it^** said Aifi^i 

— " my cleric: an4 I will do it as (jaidfj; 
as possible."-— 

The Commissionera secretly cursia^ 
Alfred^s accaracyj andr muttering sen^e^ 
thing of the necessity for his ohd p^^Or 
taality^ ivas^ however^ obliged to suboiit 

— He aat down *-* the ckrk W€^8 seijt |af ' 
— r the box was opened* — The Kpt ot tbf: 
Papers was^ as Alfred foandt dfjaw^ wt 
bj Buckhurst Fidconer -, and the C^ooir 
misaioner now; recollected tbp tini^^ ":^W)t 
when poor Buckhurst/" ' $i|ij4 ^^f fathpi^ 
with a sigh — " was arguing with jfle 
4%aih8t going into the church -^A)^ t]li^ 
tune I remepiber he wi|8 d^sper^t(eily in 
love with your sister C^rpjine.**— r-r 

" Why, in truth," s<iid Alfrpd^ 

filing, as he read over the ^cr^iv^^ U^' 
^ this looks a little as if it were writ^fr^i 
iiy ^ man in love— THese's- a^thcgr treason' 
lor our. comparing the papers a^d thq 
list." 

** Well— weHr-1 took it aJjl upon tru$*i 
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I am no krrpeii^ I i»ter Idbked M tfaeni 
— * never opened the box, antb am rttf 
dofff to be obliged to do it noW.^— ^ 

The Msential eare, either of pkpei^i'or 
eitdte^ the Goimtiisaiotief bad eteraibre 
h^Sobted, while he had all \m lifb been 
castie^hiitUUfig, ov pursi^iiig' soine phan=> 
tpm of fortune at conrt. Whilst Alfred 
was comparmg tbe f^apere and tlie list, 
iEM* C<M9i«ni|siatner went dQ tialking of the 
2!iarriage of Caroline with Count Attefi- 
bei^, asking, when tHey eatpeeted 'the 
C«fuuttD £etam5 or when Carolina would 
fO flOih«^« It was possible^ IhatCoitnt 
Altbnbek*g tnigbt be mo^ed to make some 
Mutoastranee in favor of Gdnmnghm}} ; 
4Md ft word ob Uvo from him^ t6 the 
Duke of Greenwich would do tbe h^ 
^iiiflte^Q^^The Conunissioiier lunged to hint 
this to Alfred, but Alfred was so- int^t 
.vfiOH' those: bundles of pt^x^ment^ that 
tM Mwiff one of them was ddiinted^ it 
would bo in vain to make titfe attempt. 
So the Cc^mi^sioner itapfitkintly* stood 
i^^ . wlnle tbe derfc wifit on^ calling oter 

o 13 
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tbe.pap^rsj' and Alfred, in. equal strains^ 
^replying — -r ' *' 

*' Tbank Heaven!!* said be to himself^ 
^^they havje got to the last bundle;** . '^ 

^^ Bundle eighteen/* cried tbe clerk. ^^* 
/•* Bundle eigbtecn** —- replied Allre^ 
< — *^ How many numbers does it cefi'<' 
tain ?'* 

** Six**— said tbe cletk.— '^ 

" Six 1 — no, seven, if you please/* saM 
Alfred. ^ 

« JJut six in tbe list, Sir.**^ 

^ I will read tbem over,** said Alffed« 
4'^Nttniber oiie. Deed of Assignment to 
jJFilmer' Griffin, Esq. No. 3. Deed *f 
Mortgage to Margaret Simpson^ wido^. 
^o. 3. Deed of Lease and Release. iffoH. 
Xease for a Year.** . -'- 

; ^* JIo. 4. no sucb thing .... Step^ Sfr, 

^Deed!" 

Alfred gave one look at tbe pof^er, 

and starting, up, snatqbed it froiii the 

bands of his clerk, with an exclamatien 

of joy -^ rang the bell — ordered a coach 

tabe callfd instantly— 'then signed the 
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* • 

• 

feceipt for the Coinini$Bioiier> put it into 
liis hands -^ locked the box ; and all was 
done witlf snch rapidity, that the Com!- 
mis3ioner had neither time to recovet' 
jfirom his sn^pris6; nor to eispreis3 his ca- 
jrfosity^ ^ 

Whilst the; coach was cnining to the: 
door, .Alfred being! now: a littte* mof^ 
^ihposed^ explained — ' It was Sir John 
B^rcy*s Deed —^ the long lost Deed-^thfe 
loss of which bad deprived hi^ 'father oC 
lus^estnle-^ and of his liberty. 
.^ JSnpkhiirst Falconer, it seems, had, by 
niis'take, put it into this box i the Com^ 
•n^iissioner now recollected, that lev^fttd 
jpf Mr. Percy*s papers had. been lying pn 
the table at the time Bnckhnrst' was 
packing these up, and he had- been 
charged not to mix them -^-^ Bat he #a$ 
careless and in love *-^ Alfred, at tb^ 
.tkne^ was not in the . country, and the 
-Deed had. never be^n thought <^:» Qt 
missed, till the night of the fire at Peif 
^li^HalL—^ And. then, after the most dili^ 
search/ it was concluded^ that it 



mmt hane been eonramed ib tb'(b Itameiiw 
y^ Alfred cojM not . sikay 4d )is%ea «itli<lr 
|0 tbe CoQMUssioncf *3 eooirgratulatiocis, « 
-ftp Ilk apologies for fiiudLtisrafs x;areie$«u 
mess, but livmd a way to be tbe bbaifier of 
tbe joyful tidSngs to his father^ inothef, 
4ktel Cafotiee. 

.Jb)saniand aod bis wife bd put iifia 
itbe co9ch milh bim^aud drove ^^ telIto|[ 
4htm Aej would sec presandy wh^ 
lAi^y w«re go^ag, and £m vbat«— -««^ ^ 
the way BaMHond esermed^ h&r m^ 
•lifiity iii Yaiii, tijing to. ftod eat Iter 
^rc^ber's purpose*. WSieii th^y armed 
iwiibitt sight of tbe KL»ig's->»fi0ncfa>|m$dii**; 
(kn^r uiuijgmatian '#ant beyotM^ ifie frtifb^ 
411^ j^io nras sure, tliat .AUiitial b^ 
iei»tained aa order ^(me tmj^ or other, 
lor ber father's release. Alfred, pro* 
wked by ber imagining .something b^ 
fooi. the reality, repiiesented to . h^ tbe 
l^swdiky, tbe iaspossibiltty of ber ss^- 
j^o^tion; and that, in England, tfane is 
^o obtaioing, any order to supersede tbe 
Aowse of law» Rosamond's nexi gaaas 
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^aa, if hot a legal, a moral ImpossibiKty, 
She fancied, %ftt Sir Robert Percy had 
Irelenteti, afnd that Ite had sent his father^ 

in-laVe, Comtni«Honer Falconer, to m^kc 

» 

terms with Alfred, and to grant her fki- 
ther release — To this one point of her 
father's release all her ideas tended,- bnt 
9he could get no farther. 

The itioraent Mr. Percy saw his son, 
he said -— " Alfred, I am sure, by your 
-conhtenance, that you hare some ffbbtf 
nfe#s to tell me.** 

Carolina and ^lrs. Percy, almost a^ 
tlii^ same memeht, repeated the sainorer 



Alfred answered, by producing Sit 
John Party's deed, which he quietly 
laid down oh the table before his father^ 
telling him how it had been found — A 
few minutes Alfred staid to hear the ex- 
clamations of joy, then suddenly snatch- 
ed up his hat, and said, ^^ I must leayb 
you, or, after all, I may be the cause 
of my father*s bein^ detained some 
months longer in prison— —No, my dear 



S96 PATRONAGE, 

Ro9ainoiid, ,1 can't stay — Terra begjo^ 
next week — not a moment to be lost-rt 
can't explain, yon would not ;Kinderstan4 
my lawyer^reasons-^Good by-— God bless 
you all -—happier faces I nerer saw.** 

Alfred, wrote immediately to S^r Ror 
kert Percy, informing him, " that Sir 
John Percy's deed was fount), that i|: 
should, be shown to whoever he should 
send to Alfred's bouse to see it." •=— He 
added, ^^that he .trusted Sir Robert 
would, when he should be satisfied of. 
the* existence, and identity of the deed^. 
stop, his .present proceedings, and release 
Mr. Percy ; as a continuance of the su^ 
could only ultimately increase the costs . 
and damages, which, in the event of jf, . 
new trial, . must fall entirely, and hea^ 
vily, upon Sir Robert." 

Nq answer was received for some days , 
from Sir- Robert ; Mr. Sharpe, his So- 
licitor, called, however, on Alfred, . and 
in his presence — for Alfred would not let 
it put of his hands — 'examined the deecl , 
•—noted down, in his pocket-book the 



V 
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date^ names of the withesses^and some, 
bther. particulars, of which, he ' obsi^rved, 
it: was nedessary he should inform Sijr 
Robert, before he could be satisfied ^s to 
the identity of the conveyance ■ ■ ' ■ ' Sh^rpe 
was particularly close land ' guarded iii 
his looks and' words 'during this- inteir^ 
vieiy ; would neither admit nor deny thiit 
he was satisfied, and went away^ leaving 
nothii)g certain, but that he: would write 
to Sir Robert -r— Alfred thought he saw, 
tiiiat they meant to avoid giving an an- 
9wer, in order to keep possession aiid 
detain his father prisoner some months 
longer; till another term. fHe took alt 
the necessary steps to bring the- matter 
to trial' immediately,' without waiting foir 
atiy Answer fropi Sir Robert — No let- 
ter came from him, but Alfred received, 
from his Solicitor -the following not^ :* 



/J > ' ' 



"I am directed' by Sii--Rbberr 
Percy,' to accfuaint you, in -r^ply'td' 
yours of the 20th instant, thatconceivf 

o 5 
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ing bis title to the Perojr estate to be no 
^irty affected by tibe iostnimcnt to wineh 
]r«a oUode tberein, be caooot withdraw 
his prfsMDt mit for the mesBe raies. 

^^ l^r Robert Percy has ondered nie, as 
his Splicitor/to take defedce' agaiast your 
igeotmetity 9ta^ng to be^ for the iV 
Do^r J of aforesaid lands -^ foortfawitb^ 
And am, Sir^ 
. your bnmUe aerraut^ 

A. Shabpc.' 
WednesdiayJ 



Alfred was snrfirised^ disappointed, 
fffA alarmed, by this aoswet-r-rforhe had 
imagined, that their otmost nndace ooidd 
V)ly hav^ atte»ipted to fvohitig the ^ 
Tiod of bia fatb^f s inftprtsonment, by 
fOAti^mng the present 6nit^ whieh most, 
as he had tbwgbt, fall to the gromid, 
in consequence of the recovery of the 
deed — • Bnt the idea of their taldng de* 
faqii((s, and standing a new trial against 
Ibis 4be4> hltd never occurred to bimai 
ftmbh^ w^a tp their effrontery iu iSl« 



isiay -^ He consulted Mr« Friend^ who, 
filter ciHisiderii^ l^arpe's letter, coald 
4k0t detise whtt defence tbej intended 
t0 make, as the deed, upon moii^ ac- 
Mpate e:£amiDaitioii, ttppeated dnl^ 'tXr 
jMite4> aeedifding to the ptovi$ien of the 
jMatfite of itamds. Upon tlie wliol^ 
Mn Ttimd' was of opihioi^ thai: the lettei 
was meant merely to alarm the plaiudffs^ 
md to bring them to offer or opnsent t» 
a compromise. In thie opimoa Alfred 
wa^ coi^rmed the next dsy^ b^ Mi^T3» 
lierview whh Sharpe,, aceidental oo. 
Alfned'a pajt, Iwrt des^ned and pisej^MircId 
bjrtlie Solicitor,, who wattled Alfoed^ai- 
he was coming out of liie Courts,: and 
4efged him tiU he parted from some* 
f entiemen^ with whom he wa& walkings 

<tben joiiifiig hiili^ he said, in> a^ voice 
which 'Mr. Allscrip might have ejAvied 

,§0r Ws power ^ siting sense at defi- 
ance : 

, ^' 1 am hapi^y, Mr. Alfred Pfercy, to^ 
tfhas^e to see yon to day • • » foF> with i^ 
t!iew to put an end to lilagatiiii and ^(W 
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.|icf:^ie&5 } ^^^d 4 few words to l^tiggest -^ 
]>ren|isingi. that I do npt .aet. or speak 
fuiw, in any wise, as or ;far Sir RoUsi 
P^rey^. or with reference to. his. :beiag 
mj cliept; .nor as a aolidtor in this 
cdpse — be it understood, but n^rely shi^ 
;i^oleIy as one gentleman to another, upon 
honor— ^ and not bringing forward att^ 
idea to be taken advantage of hereaftef 1 
as tending to any thing in the shape <tf 
an dS&c . to com]iromise, which^ in a 
l^al point of. iriew, you know, Sit^ I 
e<Mild not be. ^warranted to hazard for aiff 
i^itxity and of consequence, wfaieh^ I 
hereby, dedari^ I do not in any degrta^ 
]nean.. -— 

• " WonW you be so good, Mr. SharfW|i' 
to state .at once what you . do mean ~< for 
) confers J do tiot,. in wy degr^, under-: 

.;/^Wby thfn. Sir, whaitl mean ^iiSi 
simpiy, and candidly, and frankly, .this, 
t)igat^ if I. could, withoqt cojalptromtsing. 
the interest, of my cli^t^ «^hich, as Q,m 
hpoedt pan; I atn bojand not to do Ur 
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i^pear to do^ I should wish to put aa 
end to this litigation between relations ; 
a»d though your father thinks me his 
eaesiy^ would convince him to the con- 
trary, if he would allow me. and could 
point out the means of shortening that 
eon^ement, which has occasioned so 
lyiach scandal; and moreover^ could de-« 
Yise an accommodation^ which might be 
s^reeable to both parties, and save you 
a vast deal of trouble and vexatioD^; pos^^r 
session/' added he» laughing, ^^ ^^S 
Bine tenth s of the law." -^ 
] Mr. Sharpb paused, as if hoping thisit 
«<Mnetl^ii)g would aorw be said by iUfred> 
that might direct him whether to adr- 
VMiCe or recede ; but Alfred only bb* 

' • t « 1 V < 

sfrv^d, that. the end Mr. Sbarpe proposed 
to'liimself by speaking,, was to be un-; 
derstood.' and that this- desirable end ha 
hadnot yetattained^ ^ 

. *t Why, Sir., in some cases., one cwr 

not venture to make one self understood 

... ^ 

any way bufrjijy inpucndpes.*''— * • • 
" T*^ft v«99«(j?0OTr to you, Sir,r 
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^n tin4 I can never niKferstand ose 
iatiirther.** 

*^ Pardon me. Sir, nn)^ yoti* are in 
a hurry,'* cjricd Mr* filiarpc, eattihtng: 
Alfred Iry the buttnn, ** Whidr (\^h<m; ^^b* 
large an estate, to trldfcb yon nAgbi 
^entnally snccfeed, and: yottr i^thet^d^ 
Kberty moreover are in qne^on) yoa are 
too mach a man of feeling, and a m^ 
^'busmesB to be — In one word thea,. 
Ibr I wonH detain you another moment, 
acnt^ I throw myself open, and ttast to 
your honor." 

- ^-^Ycttidomehonof.'^ . 
< ** Pat. a parallel «ft$€.*-— -Yott 
j^ntfff A—*-,' I defeadatit . B - : ; 
I flfhouM, if 1 were A— -^, but no ytttf 
adrisirijg it# being B— ^-*, offfer to di- 
vide the whc^le • property f and ^deM 
ik% ofbr woidd be accepted^ Td engs^e 
upon my honor, snppMit^ myself wk- 
netrslng the transaetion^' oarly ysteX as ,& 
gentleman:^ i 

'' ImpositbH Sfy,*" "eried Alfred, wi^ 
iiMfigiiation: ^ Do yon* tdie «M^, ior. ^ 



holi Dp yon tbink I .\voii}d git« up tialf 
my fadierV estate^ knowing tli^ bs has 
a right to t^ «b(»k^-^It is irat we are 
tmsiov^y ta see .«y father released ^from 
that prison into which hel)as* been udjiiMly 
and araeUy thvbum^ bot^ ht asrated. Sir, 
that though we> bis cbildreo^ wouM think 
»B tpriee thBtp we^onld pay too gFeat^ ' to 
pvrekase bia libe^ty^ eyem ai few flionths 
aoimer .'dian the cMrse «f law w^ give it 
to •kirn, yei^ fai woald ^oemrer permit safe 
to^ flftake eoch a swpri^ie$y as 'that^whidi 
yed propose/' 

^^ Propose . • ■-. pavdoii Mey £Ki^--^] pro^ 
poeed noAmtg^-far l^om it — ^onfy sug- 
gested an Ai B. easen-Btkt oih^ word more, 
\Sir/' cried ^ Mr. Sbarpe^ holding Alfred; 
who was breaking from him,—" for ybwf 
4«vii • ; ^jowr falihtr^ir jl|ile#eftt,--^ycM!i see 
liuA Ihtbg 4|ake iik a wrong point ^view; 
#hen you talk 6f g few months^ moi« ^ 
less imprisonment, and delay of geCtk!^ 
possession, ' bevag ali: there is between ii9> 
— Depend-upon ft,' if it goes -to triai, jroa 
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. " Then; Sir, if you. think so, yon ari? 
t>e(ray{ng the interest of your, client, in '^ 
ajdvising me not to li^ H^go t6> trial.** 

''GdodG^d, Sir! bttt that is between 
you ai|d me only.'' ' . 

'' Pardon, me Sir, it is . between you 
and your conscience/' -^'. . '^ 

" Ob, if tbaf s all I — r-My Conscience 
is at ease,, wb^ I'm tryiAg to prevent 
the scandal of litigation between, rela-' '' 
ticMis • • . . Therefore, just let me meD«- ^ 
tioD to you for your private. infbruliation^ 
Mrbat I know Sir Robert would not wisb 
to cofoe otit before tbe trial." 

" Dou't tell it t« met Sir— I will not 
hear it — Excuse toe," cried Alfred, — 
breaking from him, and walking' on yerj( 

fast*: -• • - 

. Faster still Sb9i;p0 . pursued, — . ", you'll 
remepnber Sir at all eveuts,i that what ba^. 
l)€yen. said is. UQt ti| go ;fiir!tber, — you'll 
iiojt forget;'— : , 

^^ I shal] ;neyer £^rget, tl]^:I autamam 
of honor Sir," — «aid Alfred.T-r. v ' 

Sbarpe parted, from , him . . B^^t^fit^- 
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" that if he lived to the day of trial, he 
would repent this." 

*^ And if I live to the day of judg- 
ment^ I shall never repent it,"* thought 
Alfred. ' ^ ' . - 

Now fully con^viuced, that Sir Robert 
desired a compromise, and wanted only 
to secure, whilst in possession, soaie por-- 
tion of that property, which he knew the 
law would ultimately force him to relin- 
quish; Alfred persevered in his course^ 

freed from the alarm into which he had 

• .', • ■ - • 

heen tfafown, when he first learned that 

. -. ■ ' . ■ • 

his opponents intended to take defence. 
—Alfred felt assured, that they would 
never let the matter come to trial *-^ But 
time passed on, and they still persisted-^ 
A hint was given to Alfred, by one ot 
his father's old tenants • • . ^ But we will 
not forestal this part of the story.— 

Whilst Alfred was comparing variou^ 
reports and suspicions, calculating moral 
"and legal possibilities, and preparing for 
the decisive day of trial, the following 
letter, arrived from Godfrey, , . 
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*^ Dear fatket, ttiothef, bfbthers^ sisters, 
all ! I hope^ you are not under any 
anxiety about ttje, for here I am safe 
titvd socind, and in excellent quartersj at 
the Louse of Mynheers Giinderweld, 
Groeiis\ield, and Slidderschtld, Amstey- 
dam — the Dutch nierchapts who were 
•hi[l wrecked on oar toast years ago— If 
it hia.d happeneit j'esterday, the thing 
Ifould ttot be fi-eshef in their roemories^r" 
if^ d^air Rbda/nn^id, i^heil we laughed 
%t their '^tr&nge nscruies, square figures^ 
anti fotinal advice at pafting, to apply .tc> 
Aem if ever \*"e'shDti1d in /the, dbrapges 
Und chances t)f hufnan events be reduced 
to distress, vve little thought, that 1 -a 
pVi«oncr shbuld lUeraJly come to.seejc 
shelter at Aeir door. — And niost hospt* 
taUy liu\fe I been received 7— National 
prejudices, which I early acquired^ I 
dont know how, against the Dutch, 
made me fancy that a Dutchman ^ould 
think only of himself, and tcould give 
nothing for nothing. I cau only say 
from experietice, Z have been as hospi- 



taMy fcreftted ito Amsteii^aafti, us ever I 
"Whs in London. These honest niefv 
'ehants have overwiielfcied me vi\ih eifit- 
litie» Afi4 snbsUnticiI -sertices, and tittll 
l^y seiEftn to Ifhink^ tliey caw tiever do 
«ii0ag4i for me — I -wish I way «vef stee 
Hlietti ^n Etij^h ground again - — But ire 
lave lioPei^-Hall to receive tfi^m in 
Mat^yf^ and as tpell as I remember tile 
Hills, wef cofrfd «0t -conveniently steiv 
^iM>rb tlmn one at a "fime -»r- Side by side 
Ks ^ey s^teod sefter breakfast^ I reeo]leM^ 
at P^rcy-HiaH; they would fill H]^ the 
|MirIor at;theHilf9.^ — 
: f< iliave reasoii to be In high ^rfts 
to day, for ifliese good people hav^ jois^ 
l)een ^telltn^ me, that thti ui^astires thtejr 
hbire been (eiking to get my- exchange 
^e!flfected have so far succeeded, they have 
reaion to believe, that in a wedr oi' a 
fortnight at farthest, I shall be nnderiraj 
"for England. 

^' In the mean time, yon will wonder 
perhaps how I got here — for I perceive 
that I have subjected myself to Rosa- 
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pond's old reproach of nerer beginning 

my story at the beginning ^My father 

says, half the mistakes in the conduct of 
human affairs {irise from our taking faf 
granted; but I think I may take it fo^* 
granted, that either from the niewspar 
pers, or from Gascoigne, whp myx%X be ib 
England before this time, you Iv^vf 
learned^ th^ the transport I was., oaf 
board, ti^ith my division of the regimpni, 
parted conroy in the storm of the ISd;^ 
in the night, and fit day bre^tk fedj ifi 
with two Dutchmen. — Our brave )}qj^ 
fought, as English sailors alvi^ay^ da^^t.':^^ 

_ » 

But it is all over npwj and it ^p^s not 
signify prosing about it — ^Two to one; wgf. 
too much -^ we were captured. I ^a^ 
not been five minutes on the putc|)ma))'; 
deck, when I observed one of the sailoss 
eyeing n^e very attentively^ Presen.tly hf^ 
came up and spoke to me^ and ask^di> ^^ 
ijiy name was not Percy, and if I xiid no^ 
recpUect to> have seen, him before — He 
put me in mind of the shipwreck* and 
told me he was one of the sailors, wh^ 
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were harboured in one of my father*s out 
Bdtises, whilst they were repairing the 
wredc — I asked him what had become of 
the dmuken carpenter^ and told him the 
disaster that ensued in consequence of 
fliat irascal's' carelessness — My sailor wa$ 
6kc^$sively shocked at the account of 
the fitre at Percy-Hall, •— he thumped his 
breast, till I thonght be would have 
broken his breast-bone ; and after re-- 
lleviiig his liiind, by cursing and swear«> 
ing in high Dutch, low Dutch, and 
English, against the drunken carpenter^ 
he told me, that there .was no use in 
saying any more, for that he had pu- 
liisbed hiolself. — -^ He was found dead 
0fiM3 morning behind a barrel, from 
which in the night he had been drink- 
iBg $^irits surreptitiously with a straw !— • 
Pray tell this to our good old steward^ 
#llo tiSed always to prophecy, that this 
fellow Would come to Ino good — • Absurd 
him however ^t the sam^ time, that all 
^^ Dut^h; salilors do hot deserve his 
malediptions. - Tell fatm^ 1 can answer 
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for tbe poor fi^lJow who i^CQgjaiaed fi^r 
apd who during the whole passage i)^y^fi 
feiliod to show me and my fciUow pckoMifSy 
dowatolite lowest soldiors; of tbene^ 
K^nt, every little att^ti^x^ in his^we)^ 
yv^ken we got to Amstercjap^^ it w^sr j^e 
neminded me of the; Dqtdj^ mBidbiUitoii 
tpld me their numesi wJ^ich^ without hi» 
^sistaoae, I might have perished befer/i* 
I could . ever have Deeollected^ show^^ 
me the way. to their; hpusei a|)d qev^ 
ipAtedj, till b^ saw me well settle^ . 
. ^^ You, wili .ea^pect fro|n me .^oint- 

^coum of tj49,placep[ ;~^yq^t qef^ 

not €«pf ct .f nj^ for jjustas I had got; \Q 
^is'lit^e itt.iQy Jlet^> appeared qpt itbo 
hasjput al^.the lion^ of iVoatsterdiw^ fa^ji]} 
qnt of ^^y4^ipafl-^— T^^^:* Gresjrami ! r^.H« 
ha» be^fi fprisf^mip. Wf?^^ in th^ c^^g^tty^ 

aod hw jj^t TPt^^^e4--TT^ liHll^ WW 
^hiM^te t¥>t. Vqowip^ . of . hii9 b^ingv npf? 

qoainted w^h. wy, %Ml^f> ; hadr mhmt 
l9eiiUoDe4 bw to>:m^*rpf wa t«ihi»Tnt 
Sq our ^ttrpFi»* at mBetii;ig v^s gFwlhe*aiMi 
ip^tual -rwhait plca^uriB it is in a* foreign 
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coniitry, and to. a poor prboner, to see 

any one from dear England'-^ and* ooje* 

who knows our own friends. I had never 

known Mr. Gresham myself, but yon 

^ave sdl by 'your ' letters m,ude nie wdl 

acquainted with : him -^— I like him pr<H 

^giin^bf,-^ to use a. lady's word — ^ (nofc 

yours, lioaamoud) — Letters from- Mfj^ 

Henry were waiting- for lym h^r^-^ H#, 

ha^ just opened theoi^ aiul; %k^ fir^t uevra 

he tells me is, that Caroline, i^ gP^PS ^^ 

be married ,--^ls it pp$sijbliB.?-^Qpunt!Al« 

tenbergl— The l^t tiw>f?;I b^9rrd fro^ 

yjCHi, ypu ipeutionpd nothing, of this?. 

Som^ of: your l^tt^ysi^ns^b^^; been 

lost^— Rray wxite again ifofm^i^^i^^ 

dp not take^ it fpr gra4)ted, that I $h4U "^ 

9^ bopio belbi^ a/ I^er qaaxi^^^h mei 

bat ]gi.ve Td^ « fjolX l|i§ti;^y qf, ewi:y^«thing 

ft|^ til Iber flrie¥pqtm«n>fpt-r,Hp|vif J^wij^ 

twtas with you!— Gro^qw^f 14 ;Wi abating 

Irjs letters fi^r X<and<H), a(i4.^y$«*h0 wpst 

have miQi^ npw or wveir'~ A^w — Praj^ 

Tfiriter frdly ^r-you can't, he tpo minute fuc 
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a poor prisoner I — Yours afTectionately^ 

burning with curiosity, 

G. Percy;' 

It was iFortiinate that Mr. Henry's 
letters had been sent before Caroline's 
wedding ; as it prevented Godfrey's 
knowing any thing of the melancholy 
eonftision of that day, and of the im- 
prisonment of his father,—— While his 
family were debating, whetherthey should 
or should not comply with his request bf 
Writing him a full account of all things, 
a letter arrived from Mr. Gresham' to 
Mr. Henry, with information, that God^ 
frey^s exchange had been actually efiected, 
and that he had just secured his passage on 
board a vessel for England, which wotrld 
sail the ensuing week; no letter there- 
fore could possibly reach him before: he 
should qnit Amsterdam. 

In a committee of dates, held by the 
whole family — Rosamond exclusive, — 
who never knew any thing about dates, 



it was settled, that, wind and .weather 
permitting, Qpdfrey vould larciTO ;JMt 
ajbont the tme, ,wb«n the tarial w» to 
come pn. 

^ . This 80mewhat encieased Alfired*^ 
jQXwety for . the. event. Other curcooi- 
iBt^c^s alsoiCQU^ibtttad tQ;caifi&/itto ^be 
A«gfe§*t .pitch,; 

(Lorji 0}dborQOgh,>Hir{iriged i|tiM^ither 
59ft(4iig Mr^ T^mple^ nor iieaitag ^fmn 
Jhim. of his iQArmge^ Avrote to^ incite 
^what ddayed his jproBused neturh to 
•Oermo^t-Park* ^ .Taking, it -for granted^ 
thdith^ wassniarried, his Lordship, i(i tike 
ttpsl; ^ite . iniABiiery hegged: ^^ tfaat> h/t 
^<>uld<preyail npon^his: bride, la enliven 
tbe..x:etixt»iflut lof an old statesman ^ 
JbAr. . J}Hi^itly 'COQpipanyt-i-iAsithe £ri^od 
o£ i }f»r ^father (he cma^^ this.- nquost, wi^ 

jboishDW)^^ khtfdfiess.*'. ■ - y' ^ i • v 
, -lii.T^lly.Jto^^his UetteT, Mt. GT^tnpk 
toW,hiafri«nd.pnd^sier.whaf had d^^ 
layod hia.iHtaBriage^' aaid <why^4e h^ 
faithc^iforbome^to troilble hiitt"aQ -^ 

VOL. IV. p 
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*^iil^ect. ^— Lord Oldborongh, astonislied 
and indignant^ uttered once, and but 
onoe, contemptuoas exclamations agfunst 
the ^' Inconceivable meanness of Lord 
•Skrtmpshire/' and the "infinitely small 
•mind of his Grace of Greenmdiv'*-^ 
Then, without cotidescendi^ to ^any 
communication with inferior powers^ -his 
Lorddiip applied directly to the highest 
authority. The consequence wa^y that 
a plaoey double the value of that whibh 
bad been promised to bis secretary, was 
given to Mr. Temple, with apologies <fb^ 
the delay, which, is " Mr. S^retdfry 
Cole had it in commaiid to assure his 
Lordship;, had arisen solely from the 
anxious desire of Ministers, to mark* their 
respect for his Lordhfkip^ reooiiH^enda- 
tion, and their sense ^f Mr. Temple's 
merit, by doing more than had been ori- 
ginally proposed.-- — *-An' opportunity, 
for which they had impatilently wailed, 
had now put it in their power to evince 
the sincerity of their . intentions in a 
4Mde, which, they trusted^ would prove 
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40. the entire satisfactioh of bis Lordy- 
•ship/- ,t I ■''■'■ ' 

Tfae greatest VBore vi^as tal£eti5 both '• in 

: snbstance and manner, to gratify Lor4 

Oldhorough', wbose loss had been fdlt^ 

•and: whose val\» iiad, upMi comparisoD, 

wcrensed . it e^toiiition/.. Mr. Temple 

jwas inuootediately piit in possesi^on- of his 

place, and he had the additional pleasure 

of 'fteliRg, that the delicacy with whkh he ' 

tiad ref raia^d fr^m complaints and4hf^ pa^ 

tience with which he Qadnred s«ispeii8e, 

ifrere ^timat^d by hi6 noble friead and 

Piaster. Rosamofid ' was ret^rarded . by 

)9eeing itbe happiness af the. man shb 

4QV|g|d, und bearing hiili declare, that he 

/oWedit to her prttden<:e. 

. ' ? ^^'RQsa«v>nd's pr udenccilr ^Who ever 

€9D|»oted :t<» hear if his?'' Mr, PerCy ex- 

rclaini«d.-r-'^, Andiy^t the praise jU. just 

— r&n ifce««forovftRd none need ever 

ndespairj of rgi^tin^ . "prudence iipion ge- 

>nera3ityi tif : dispo$ition and vivacity, of 

temper": ; 

t -Hr^ Temjpl^ obtain^ from RosarnQn^d 

p 2 
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W pr<iinise to be his^ as booh as ber ftitb^ir 
shoald be released from bis prison/ 
till iheh, she couU not think of leaving 
lum. 

Alfred heir A ttiis promise repieiile^ 
with silent ^gony of mind. ^'^ Tiid l^tip^ 
fj^iness of all' who aire ino9t ^ar: to me'tk 
«take -^ Ho w much depedds on th^^tattt 
of this trial!" 

Next came letters frdm CotftK Aliens 
b«rg— ^Briefly; — ill tbe IsU^Mtc style of 
a ttifili whd is pressed at bnce^bj^ snddei^ 
ei^iits atid strong feelings, hef^lates^ thict 
'' at the siege of the citfof * *.^'^ * 
by the French^ ^rly intbe mtfnfilig lif 
the day on whic^h Jt wis eipi^mtdd thtit 
the enemy wonld )[ltt^i»pt 'to 'lAofib fbb 
town/ his Prince, whQe insfii^etitog "the 
'fortifications, was killed by a cannon- 
-bdil/on the-very sppt'wKei'e -the €odnt 
bad beeii standing bnta ttnm^t before. 
--"-^^All public flffaii's wens diavged in 
his country by the death of the Prittcc-**- 
His successor, of a weak charaeler^ "Wis 
willing to purchase present j^ttse/ mid to 



$mae^ his lom pMBures, at any pnce-^-^ 

ftod^ to give up the honor 6f his^ ceuntry^ 

apd'to siibmit'to the cbnqi&evoi*.rT'Tha€> 

he hadi faeea feciwilj intrigning With the^ 

eaemf had beea suspected ; and this ms-; 

pidfOQ was coofismed by bis (bistardly; 

capi^nlatjony vhea the mean^ of defence' 

irare in his power^ and the spirit of his' 

people ea|^]? for resistance. . » 

** MXh^ indignation, hdghtened by^ 

|(nef> ccmttasty and d^iqpairing^ patnot^ 

jbiQr^oiint AltenheFj^ had lemoiwtmtcAh 

f-Sn vain — had refused^ as minister^ tai 

jgit jm^ sjignalnre ' tp. 'the csfatidation^^ — 

.badi..besQ) k£ciied itr^eiitiy to k»M)cedi9 

y^Q&i» 6i wedftli and dig^]&^ 'pr$fSMd 

^iqMQ him -n-Thwehe Ti^eetedwi scomi 

*-7^ JBelfissed fifoin. ali his pnblic e«igage- 

. nients by the death of his friend the lat^ 

Jf;liJQbde^ and by 'the retiring of the Prin- 

6QSS. from Coii)rty Coptit il^ltenberg re- 

fiififid ta aet as minister ondier his sac- 

iGi^ssor — and seemg- that, * tmder siieh a 

successor to the GoverniHent, no metos 

^f serving or' saving the country re- 
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iBainedj he at oncer deternuned'! to qnfir 
It for even Resolved to .Uve in a fre^r 
coontry^ alfiead]^ hk own half by birtfa> 
and whollj. by. inclinatioD^ where he ha»- 
property sufficient to secure him iude-p- 
peudence^ suffideat for all- bis xyvfiv 
wishes^ and ^r the stilL more moderate 
desires o£the woknaa he lo^es; !Wbere he' 
can enjo^^ better than on any otheiv spot; 
now in the whole .aompass of itbe ei-vilis^d 
wjirJld^. thQ^ bleHfiJn^ of real libQrty^ a»eh 
of ... domestic ! tranquillity ^'^atid hapfH-^' 
iies^/' • .« .'. .'I i .--'...',. '-' 

His decision made,; it was promjptly^ 
ejtecnted -^ He left to a frigid tbe ttahs^ 
ecting the sale of <hat jiartxif bis Gorman 
pi'pperty, oif wbidi- he bad net alreiady 
disposed^ and conduded bis letter tb- Ca^ 
rpliiie thus, \ 

**^ Passports obtained I ---r Every, tking 
dope but to pay my duty to the Prineess 
before I leave the country — Early next 

week I «hall set out for England ^ny 

the cloud, which bung over your father 
when we parted, my beloved Caroline, 



PATRON AGS 319^ 

be dissipated ! May we meet in perfect 

happiness r 

Caroline^s^ eyes involuntarily : tntned 
on Alfred as she read the hst words ■ ,.' 
It was^ oply hy strong effort Mnd Ijiabitnal- 
command of mind^ that he could pre-, 
sef^e bis self-^possession und§|r the action 
of such : desperately. str<»ng motive,; and 
the.sensi^-of such deep responsibility, r—r—' 
llfany df bis brothei: lawyers wera not. 
only doubtful, but more inclined to^ 
despond than to encourage him as toi 
the . event of the trial — Several regretted^- 
that he had not accepted of Mr. Sharpens 
offered compromise. *^ Half the estate 
certain, and bis father's release from all 
di^cQ^lties^ they thought was too good, 
an offer to have been rejected!'* — ho 
might, .^ ' as Sharpe had : prophesied; 
live ,to repent his rejection of that^ pro'*- 
posal.". 

I Others observed, that though Mr. 
Alfred Percy was certainly a young maq 
9|f gre^t talents, and had {)een successful 
at. the Bar, yet. still he was a yomig 
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lawyef.-— *It was a bold and hasardbuf^ 
not to say rash things to take xnpon hvs^ 
adfc the conduct of a rait against suck i^ 
jponenfti as SBarpe^ and Sir Robert Perojf 
— ^ptactieed in Jaw — hardti^ed in iniipiity 
— IMid no# ddven to desperation. '. ^ 
Mjr; Friead was tbfe onuly ma% wfo 
ifood. steadily by Alfred^ and nevdr' 
wareredin his opinion — *' Trust to- trutb 
ak)dr jo«tice/* said he, — " Yon did right- 
n0t toi compromise — Be firm — If you 
feil, you wiH have this ebiisolation, you' 
wUi have done all that mail' cduld db to*' 
deserve success.** -^ 
- *— The day of trial approached. — - 
. Mr. Friend had hoped^ till tery late 
in di^ hn^ness> that the object of their ad-^ 
tersaries was only to intimidate, and that 
they wonid never let it go to trial — Now 
it»wfis' plain thfey would — But on what 
grounds? — ^— Again and again Mr.Friend; 
and Alfred perused and repemsed Sir John 
P*rc/s deed, and examined the opinions 
of counsel of the first eminence. — Both 
lavt and right appeared to be clearly on 
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liieir side; but it was not likely, tbat 
tiieir experienced opponents should per- 
sist wit&ont baving some strong re- 
«onrce. 

:' A dread silence was presierved by Sir 
Robert Perey and by Mn Solicitor 
Sharpe. *^— They mnst have some deep 
design ; what it conld be remained td be 
dboovered^ even till the day of trial. 
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CHAPTER Xtri; 



1 HE day of trial arrived — The trial' 
came on about three o^clock in the even- 
ing. The court was nncommonly 
crowded. The friends of Mr., Percy,, 
the adherents of Sir Robert, appeared 
on opposite sides of the galleries. Sir 
Roberfs adherents boasting loud of bis 
certainty of success, and spreading all> 
n^anner of false and abusive reports of; 
Alfred and Mr. Percy, whose friends, 
mean time, preserved a dignified silence 
Neither Godfrey nor Count Alien* 
berg hud arrived in England; among 
the spectators, the only person of Mr. 
Percy's family wha was present was. 
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Erasmus^ who, being pointed out as the 
son of the Mr. Percy that was in prison, 
interested every body in his favor by his 
excellent countenance .and gentleman? 
like demeanor^, all which ■ were contrasted 
with the dark inanspicious physiognomy 
of Sir Robert, who sat opposite? to-him^ 
iand who was never tranquitene second*-— 
but wa&^ continually throwing notes* to his 
counsel, beckoning, or whispering to his 
attorney — while: convulsive twitches of 
fejce and head: — snuff-taking — and 
handkerchief spread frequently . to con* 
eeal ^e expression of his cpunte^ 
nance,- betrayed the malignant flurry of 
hisspirits. 

: Alfred conducted his father s cause in 
the most judicious a^d temperatp man-i* 
tier. An attempt had^beenrf mad^ by Sir 
Rbbert',. to prejudice the public .aga»in|tt 
Mr. Percy, by^ represeutingJbim ; ps thi^ 
descendant, of a/younger- brotl^erj^ vwI^O 
was endeavoring to dispossess the^h^r ff 
the. elder branch qf the. family; pf that 
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estate, ilrliich belonged to him by rigbt tff 
inheritance. Alfred's first tare w«»:t0 
pui the court atid the jury in foil posMa^ 
tfon of the facts. He stated tbat^ — ^ 
f* His father^ /Lewis Percy, Tihdiitiff'iti 
1^ cacMe^ and . Robert Percy, Bart; 
defehdaiit^ both descended &om 'Sit 
John Pcfcy, who was tlieir grondfi^Iicrt 
Sif Johfi entlived both bb sens, who }«ft 
him two grandsons, Robert was the eoo 
of bis eMest, and Lewi9 of hw yomigest 
ioift. ■ Sir John bad ' two estates, ontf 
ef them paternal^ which went in tbe 
erdinavy course ^f descent to the repre* 
fteatative ^ thv eldest son, - being ibe 
present Sir Robert Percy. Sk .John% 
other estate, in Haflopsbire^M which. oteie 
10 him by bJs wife, he coniMKyed^ a sIkiMI* 
time 'beliire hie deaths to bis youngest 
gVfuadsun, the present Lewie Perc^ wbio- 
liad held landjietiirbed ppsseesipn mFAlfdet 
many years. -^—^ But, inpiocessr/of timef 
Sir Rptert Percy mined himself by play^. 
^^, hairing ite^ent intMeoors^ itritb 
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Sfawpc^ Ike solicitor, vpon soifie great 
emeigeocy. inquired wlie^he^ it ^a$ not 
possible to shake the title of his cdu^in 
Mi:. ; Fercy^a estate. H^ au^iis^dji dit%t 
thet cooveymce mi^ht ^not b^- forth-^ 
mining ; fault Sir Robert assured bim> th^it 
Wh his. grandfather and the prei^iit Mr# 

» 

Percy were men of bai|ines%. and iha^ 
di«re was little likelihood cdth^r that th^ 
deeds shonld be iost^ or tbat'them^hoiilil 
he • any flaw in the titlez-^^AfMrwar^S * 
fine broke out at Perey^.lian, which coo-* 
sutned tii^t wing of ]4ie h^se, .ip wbicli 
were Mr. Percy's ^paperSr ^The, papers 
were all saved exca^pt this 4sed of &m^ 
Tayanoer* IVJIr.^iarpe aecidenta&y.^ovei^ 
bearing 1h% exdainatioi^ <^i]MW'iPer^3^ 
when she thpc^bt she bad tf^qm^pei^ii^m^ 
deed^ » was afiiiiriaed of the ioss^randTcofir 
T^d the intelfigenee to Sir ^Ibbfn^ 
]Se . imoMdkitety oommenced a 6wfe 
^gw^t hm eonski^ ^nd.faad finally ^ocw 
e^eded^riq obtaining a TercSe^ in his 4^m^ 
SfviMry i^d possessipq^idf Itie PEasq^shiiwr 
estote^-^-^^E^-tbe time when Mr. Perc]^ 



386 PATRON^^B 

delivered up possession and. qurM:e£ 
R^rcy-Hall^ in consideration of the ex-^ 
tensive improveme^s which- Ke hacF: 
made^ and in tonsideration of his giring* 
np to* Sir feobert, plate, fiirhitnre, wine;- 
horses, aitd equipages^ Sir Robert h&d 
pMmised tb forego whatever' cKum he 
might have upon Mh 'Percys for. the 
rents- which he had received dtirihg the 
time he had Held the estate — But/ afters 
wards^ Sir- Robert repented* of having; 
nrnd^ this agreement^ broke his promiscf 
took bdt a writ against His cousin for th^ 
mesne rates, had hiii 'airested' for the 
d^bt^ and thrown into priiott.— ■ — Un- 
aBIe to pay 'the immense- ^m dkimed^ 
from hin^> awl* determined hot to involve 
hii friends^ by accepting of their secnrity^ 
Mh Percy had ' little- probability of^ ever 
being released; till; by forttinate* tih 
enihstahces, which it is/needtess^here^to' 
reeapittdktey t*fe losfe t^onveyance wa# 
recovered; Sit Robert^ apprised by him^ 
of the recovery off this dced^ still per- 
eiated iii holding possessidn of ttie HaiBtp* 
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* * 

shire estate, and in detaining his cousin 
in^prison for the^^^^e rates. The pre-^ 
^ent action vras in c^dnseqnetice brought 
by Mr. Bsrey for the ' i-ecovdry of hi» 
liberty, and' his property "-^ 
' ' Jfot one liriMfd of invective, of elo- 
quence, of oi^nartient, or of any attempt 
at: plithos> did' out barrister mik^ witli' 
titis' statement. It' Was his object to* 
put the jtwry, and the court, diearly in- 
possefilsion of facts*, which, unUdorued, 
he- knew wouW appear stronger, than 
tf encumbered by any flowers of ora- 
topy. * 

' Having produced the deed; conveying 
the Hampshire estateto his father,'A}fred 
Isalled evidence to prove the signature of 
Sir Johh Ptercyi and the hand-writing of 
the witnesses; He further 'proVed/ that 
this conveyance had been- formerly seen 
iEitnong' his fatherVpapers at Fercy-Hall; 

showed it had* been recently recovered 

it « 

fttom Mr; Falconer's box of papers, atid 
explained how it had been put there by 
iliiBtake^ and he supported' this-' f&ct 'by 
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defendant .wtt i^r^pwf^ ^insdc^. 

^IsWfe .Hi^6.^ng^wl 4ee4 that •f^.pftHCf;^: 

fi>r^^p^i^q#e ha4 !)e^,tlif|-fin.m^9«4t 
This deed of revocation wa» handed t^ the* 

Wlj^ <wi^i;«d. The niofifi^ ip^|>fi^f)< 

?pul4 wit #^er aw di^iwwcs <R, 4« 
nigf^at^Vfi, or Mn\r . W^n^M^t ,F*ien4» 

H|ptr9l9^|fiSi>e|^ S<(rfect» ,;WtUrt-lb«F 
Fi^snd ;Wd A^ffe^inai-^mmm^ .t9 jOWt 
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FfioBid, ^^ if tbey estdl>Iisb ihh ^^eAoi' 
rimcatioD^ it mts^ ns a$iide £ov eirer;" 

Neither Mn Ftlieiid, nor Alfred^ bad 
any doubt of its- bring a fergery, but 
tbo^e who had plunged' tbni desperately'' 
itf^ guilt would pndbal^ bis prcmded witb- 
peijiiry 8niiicient to support ^ir ini- 
qdely. ^ 

-'i ^* If we bad beem pixpased I ** said Mr. 
fMend^ ^^ but bow could we be prepared' 
for imeb a' stroke ? . £ven;n6w^ if we bad 
tMK^ we cdidd stramon iivjlsiesses who. 
wiMdsft discfedit'theTrs, but • . . /' 
-^Do itot despair/* said Alfredj^ *^sliflt 
Wb have a chance, tfaatrtbeir own with' 
nesses may crosi each other, of oonthl-^ 
diet themselves. Falsehood^ with all kiV 
cm^ior), is sieldom consistent.'* 

The trial proceeded* Alfred, in ^^ the: 
ladidst of the fears and sighs of bis* 
£i^i}d^, and of libe triumphant smij^s,^ 
and antidpafirig "eongratuliridons of hi^ 
enemies, c^linued to keep botb his teAi 
per atod his understanding cool. itiS 
a^ntion' >^as fixed ;upAn thei evidteface 
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produced^ regardless of the various migr 
gestidos whispered^ or written to him b]r 
igiMA'aiit or learned advisers. 
. Wilitam Clarke, tbe^ only sttrvivin^ 
ivitnesd to the deed of revocadon pro* 
doced by Sir Robert, Waa the peison,* obu^ 
whose crndeace tiie canse principally 
rested. He was now sninmoned to ap- 
pear, and room was made for him: He 
was upwards of eighty years of ' age ;. het 
dame slowly into court/, and stood aop*-^ 
porting himself upon ; hisJstaff, his head^ 
covered with thin gray h'airsf, faisiednbtef 
nance placid and' smiling, and his t#hole 
iq^arance so respectable,. 'so venerable^ 
as to prepossess immediately the jury andt 
^e court in hi» favor. 

Alfred Pfercy could scarcely belie ve . it 
possible, that such, a man as this could 
be the person suborned to suppoct a for- 
gery. — After being sworn, he was desired > 
to 'sit down, which he did, bowing re^ 
spectfullyto the conrt Sir Robert Per- 
cy's counsel proceeded to examine him 
9S to the points they |Iesired to establish. 
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^ Your natne^ Sir, is WiUinift Gierke^ 
is it not?" . .. . , 

" My name is Willtam Gierke,** — an-* 
scared the okl man, in a feeble vaic#. ' 

" Did you ever see this paper before ? '" 
shawinghim the deed. 

" I did — I was present when Sir JqIiii 
Percy signed it, — he bid me witness it, 
that is, write my name at the bottom, 
which I did, and then he sai^ ^ take 
notice, William Gierke^ this is ajdeed^ 
neviokiog the deed by which I made over; 
my Hampshire estate to my . yomigeat. 
grandson, Lewis Percy/ " 

The witness was going, on, but the, 
C0Dfisd| iaterrupted. — 

^' You saw Sir John Percy sign (his 
deed ?-»— you are sure of that ij " 

^* I am sure of that." 
. ** Is this Sir John Pwcy's signatnure f " 
, ^* It isi —'The very same I saw him 
write, and here is my own name, that be. 
bidtme write just there." 

" You can swear^ that this is your. 
bandTWriting J* 
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*^ Do you recollect what time Sir JobUr 
Fercy signed this deed ? " 

^^ Yds ; aboat Areeor foar dHys befefe' 
his deatii."* . 

" Very well, tbatis all iffe want of y&rt,' 
Mr. Gierke.'* ' 

' Aimd Pewy ddeired, that Cledke 
sho»ld be detained in court-, that he 
itiigbf ofoM-exaiDiHe him. -^ The defend* 
ants went on, produced their evidence^ 
esamkied all their witnesses, - and' eata^ 
blislted a]l idnej desired. 

Then it came to Alfreas turn to cross^ 
famine the vdtneases^ that had b^n 
produced by his adversary, — When WiK 
liad Qierke reappeared^ AIft*ed^« regard* 
ing him steiifi^tly, ihe old maiTjs coun^ 
tenance changed ^little, — but still b^ 
lobked prepared to stand a cross-exami^ 
nation.-^In spl^ of his efforts^ he tram^ 
bled. ' , • 

ft 9 

" Oh I you are trembling on tibe brink 
of the gr&ve!** said Alfred, addressing 
him in a low, solemn* tone,— ^^ Pause and 
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T^flect^ "WbiUt you are allo^vied. a mo- 
ment's time for reflection.—- A few years 
miist be ^U y<Hi haVe to spend in this 
world. — A few mouie&ts iiiay take yoo'to 
.9l^iber/*Tr«to appear before a higher 
Itribunal — before tli^t judge, Vrbo<khowB 
.<var bsartSj who «ees into yoars at this 
inp^^ant/' ' 

J lilhe ^taff in f hie old man*s hand shbcA 
viplen^y. 

Sir Egbert Pjevpy's counsel interrupted 
rrrjBiud: /that the wkness Bhonld liot be 
ioBimidiBtedy «»id>bppeal^d to «the cotirt. 
Rut Alfred, robisenring that the^udge was 

silent, proceeded. 

. ^' Yoirlaiow, tiiat you are upon lyoitr ouih 
r*— 'thiftis probably the. last oath . . . .^pos* 
.siMy )the last words. yoB may ^ver utter. 
> • . rLobk that they te true,>-^Yeu^lBnow, 
.^baflaen have been sltdde dcMud whilst 
^nt^iig- :&l8eli€oda.''--¥oa tare-upoii >y0ar 
^^btit'^-^'Did you'BCe-sir Juhii t£ercy isign 
llSs dtedr 

7 The void iiiin'.attefiiptQd in iam %to <ar^ 
ticulate. 
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*^ Give bim time to recolleicti ** — crie4 
the coansel on the ^opposite side,-— ^^ 6ite 
him leave to 9ee the writti(g iibW he hks 

his spectacles."- 

: He looked at the writing twkte,—^ bis 
head and hands shakings so that he tonld 
not fix his spectacles. — ^The qnestioti #la» 
repeated by the judge. The old man 
grew pale as deatJhv iSir ftobert Percy, 
jast opposite to him, cleared hi» throat t6 
oatdi the witness's 'a^ntion, then&datted 
at him sabh a lotik a« only he cbtild give. 
. '^Did I see Sir Jphh Percy -sign tMs 
deed '? '^'-r repeated William GkA^^-^ 
•' yes, I did-" . - : i i< 

". Yon hearv my Ldhl, 70U; 'heai^,** 
cried. Six . Rehert'^i couneeL -*• *^ The^ wit^ 
neis says hadid.^^^ThereiS' no oc^caiiilft 
fntther. to intimidate this poor old ^mssh. 
He Is dot used ta apeak hefdre s^Mlh'^ ^^ 
a»dieoe^«*r<-«Tfaer^is*no:needvOf eldqUenC^ 
all we want is tarttths.-*«T*he evidence is fld^f, 
distinct, and positive, — MyX^rd^Wiik 
your Xoipdship^s leave, I fancy »we • mdjr 
dismiss him. • .: /^. ,. 
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• They were going to huriy faim aw^y, 
h^t Alfred Percy said^ that^ with the 
|)enaission of the Court, he most cross-- 
examine that witness further, as the whole 
event of the trial depended npori the de- 
gree of credit^ that might be givei]^ to his 
evidence. 

By this time the old -man had some- 
'what recovered himself;' he saw, that 
%is 'age^ and feverend appearance, stiU 
-prepossessed the jury in bis favor, and 
^rom their looks, and .from the whispers 
near him, he learned . that his tremor and 
hesitation had not created ailys suspicion 
Mff gnilt, but had been attributed father 
"to the feasibility of virttie, and tfa^ lyealfr- 
iMss of- age. And now that the mdmen- 
tery e]tiotioi|> which eloquence had pro- 
duced on his mind had subsided,' it tam- 
ed to it's former state.— 7 .He recollected 
^e bribe that bad been promised htni.-^ 
fle was aware, that )ie had ^already sworn 
what, . if he contradicted, might sut^ct 
iiim to be prosecuted for perjury. He now 
fttood obstinately resolved to persevere i«. 
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his iniqvity. The. fir^t faUehpods pfrp- 
poauced^ and believed, as he bppejd^ l^y 
the jury, the Hext would l^e ^^^y. 

^^ Your name .1$ WiUiap Cl^rk^^.^od 
this/" s^id Alfred (pointing totlje.wt^ 
^S6*8 s^n^taFeJ \s your .ha,adrwnt* 
ing? 

- " Yes, I .saj^it.is*' 
: " You ca^ write then? " — (puttiiig . a 
ipen into his haqd, be so^good as. to wri|^ 
A few words ifi the presence Off the Couft. 
:»T-H«. took the [p^n$ but a(fter m^qg 
j9onie<frait)ess attef9pt», Fctplied,, 

^^ I fwi. toio old to 5i(r^te^.. . f • I. have 
Writ b«en!abte tp writer . .my naniB .tjiefi^ 
JAm^ yenrt ~ JUm)^ I Sir*. in4«ed ! jqh 
«^ tQQ hfard, ttpoq^ipn? feke. wyf.r-G«ji| 
knqwa>? — said; be Jo^ng i}p, tur JHkavfs^ 
Mine tbonght with Jl^isliiig, ispipe. .^Mr 
pttcted with hypocriay^-T-^^. Gpd kop^£a> 
Sir.! I ispeak tbe^ tsnthi aiid aotbjtogi ^ 
the /trull). *~JElaY)e. lymuk wy. m»re . qu^iss- 
tio^ to jputto i9e>*^ir 1. ^m rfjoidy^ t<[| ;t^Ui 
all .1 know, f^ Wbat . interest hAve • 1 : tl> 
wnceal anyotbiBgr .cofitiawil ibo^.his 
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ivoice' gaining strength and coi^dence as 
iie went on repeating -the lessoik'wbich 
he had been taught. . 

** It was- long^ a l<>ng while agb,^' he 
4said^ " ^nce it had'sdl happened ; but thank 
Heaven^ his memory' : had been spared 
him^ and he remembered all that had 

» 

passed^ the same as if it was biit yester- 
-day.-^He recollected how Sir John 
looked^ where hei sat^ what he said wfaeu 
-he signed this deed. -^ And, morcjorer, he 
iiad often before heard of d' dislike Sir 
John had taken to his younger graa'dsoa 
« • / • ay,, to that yonng gentleman's 
father/' --r looking at Alfred — *^ Arid I 
was very sorry to he*!* it — very Si3>rry 
there should 1)6 any ' dis))ute . in the £ir 
mily, for 1 loved them all/' said he, 
wiping his : eyes -^ " Ay, I loved 'em all, 
arid all" alike, from the time 'they were 
in their cradles. *— I remember too, once^ 
Sir John ^aid to me, Williajmi . Cl6ike^ 
says be\» you are a faithful lad • % • • for I 
was a lad once ,'.•*" 
Alfred had judiciously allawed 
VOL. IV. a 
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witness to go on as far as he pleasedl 
with his story, in the expectation, that 
some exaggeration . and contradictioii 
would appear, hat the judge noW inter- 
mpldd the old man, observing, that this 
was nothinjg to . the pnrpose • — that ^he 
must not take np the time of the conrit 
with idle tales, but that if he had any 
thing more to give in evidence mspect^ 
ing the deed!, be should relate it. 

The pidge was thought to be severe *-«- 
and the old- inan, after glancing his eye 
on the jury, bowed with an air: of reiig* 
•nation, and an aprpearance of difficulty^ 
which excited their compassion. 

•^ \^e may let him go now, myLoi^d', 
may *ot we?" said Sir Robert' Percy*s 
counsel. ! ! : ' . • 

^^:'Wiih the permission of his Lordship; 
I will adk one other cju^stion,'' *«- said 

. ' 1)iow, it should be^^ observedy <' that 
after ^tbe > first examination 4>f ^thisi wit^ 
ness, Alfred had Heard him J^ay to Mr; 
l^arpe 



i*«M«* 
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They forgot to bring out what I 
bad.tQ say about the seal." 
• To whiicb .Sharpe had replied — ^ 

*^ Enough without it." -~ 

Alfred had examined the seal, and 
had observed that there was something 
Untkjneath it -^ thrbu|;;h a small hole in 
th^ parchment he saw something be« 
.tw:eeR the parchment and the sealing 
wax. 

.*^ Yjou were present,. I think you say^ 
Mr. Clerke, not only when this deed wa$ 
signed, but when it was sealejd ? " — : 

" I was. Sir," — ^ cried Clerk^^ eageyto 
bring out this part of the evidence^ as iit 
liadbe^n prepared, fqr. him. '-^" I surely 
was>. and I rcsmembeir ijL particularly;, 
because of a little remarkable circum* 
stance . • . • Sir John^ Qod Uesi^ hina I 
. . « « I think I see him ^ow * » • < M^ 
Lord, under this seal," — continued the 
old man, addressing hiDiself tp thc^jodgi^ 
and. putting . bis^ shriveUed ^ngpr upoa 
tbfi. awV. ^^ lifAder tl}i8 VMf sepl, Sir 

a 2 
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John put a sixpence . • • . And be called 
upon me to observe him doing it • • « « 
For, my Lord, it is my opinion, be 
thought then of what might come to 
pass, he had a sort of a foreboding of this 
day. — — - And uow, my Lord, order them 
if you please, to break the seal. — Break 
it before them all.— And if there is not 
the sixpence under it, why this deed is^ 
not Sir John*s . . • and this is none of my 
writing, and,** cried he, lifting up hi3 
hands and eyes, 'M ana a liar, and per- 
jured;'* 
- There was a profound silence. — The 
seal was broken.*— The sixpence appeared* 
?— It was handed in triumph, by Sir Ro- 
bert Percy*s counsel, to the jury and to 
the jadge. There seemed to be no longer 
a doubt remaining in the minds of the 
jury — * and a murmur of congratulations 
among the partisans of Sir Robert seem- 
ed to anticipate the verdict. 

*^ 'Tis all over I fear!'* whispered 
Friend to Alfred — " Alfred, you have 
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idfone all that could be done/— But they 
have sworn through every thing. ' — It is 
over with u§." i 

^^ Not yiet," said Alfred, who all this 
time had kept silence with the utmost 
patience and calmness. Every eye' turn- 
ed uj)on him, some from pity*, some from 
curiosity, to see how he bore his defeats ' 
At length, when thei«e was silence, he 
begged to be permitted to look at the 
sixpence. The judge ordeted that it ^ 
should be shown to him. He held it to 
the light to examine the date of the coin ; 
he discovered a famt impression of the 
head of George thp Third on the six- 
penc^e, and, upon closer inspection, he 
made out the date, and showed clearly, 
that it was a coin of the reign of George 
the Third.— Now the date of the forgeel 
deed was in the reign of George the Se- 
cond, in which reign Sir John "Percy 
died, so that there was an absolute im- 
possibility, that this sixpence, could have 
been put under the seal of the deed by- 
Sir John. ^ . 
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By what sligbt circamstanc^ are the 
most deepJaid villanies somedmes dis* 
covered ! — — 

The moment Alfred stated this fact^ 
the connsel on the opposite side took 
the sixpence^ examined it^ tfamw down 
his brief, and left the court. ■ People 
looked at each other in astonishment. 
The jadge ordered, that William Gierke 
«hoald be detained^ that he might be 
|)rosecoted by the crown for perjury. 

The old man fell back sensdess. — *Mr. 
Sharpe and Sir Robert Vtrcj pushed 
their way together out of court, and all 
wlio had till now appeared as their friends 
'disclaimed them. No further evidence 
was ofiered^ so that here the trlid dosed. 
The judge gare a 6hort, iioipressive charge 
to the jury, who, without withdrawing, 
instantly ^av« their verdict in faVtor of the 
plaintiff, Lewis Percy, — a verdict that 
Wa« received wiih loud acclamations, 
which, liot even respect to the court 
irduld restrain. 

Alfred hastily shook bands with his 



PATRONAGE. 348 

friends, an(d in iixt nlidst of universal 
applause and congratulations hurried 
away to carry the good news to his 
lather. — The plesCsure of gaiding a thou- 
sand estates^ a thousand victories, could 
not equal the delight he felt at this hio- 
inent ; for how much are all the triumphs 
of interest or amhition inferior to the 
warm joy of affection ! 
. Erasmus and Mr. Temple accompa^ 
nied Alfred to the King^s Bench. The 
gaoler Jcnew and liked Alfred Percy, 
wasr interested f<yr the whole family, and 
as- he saw the joyful event in his couhte* 
.nance, the doors of the prison flew open 
Wore hioi..*— He reached his father's 
room* 

^' Sto|)» my dear Son! before you 
speak, let me assure you, that. I /am 
prepared for. the worst, and that what*- 
evei* may be the events I am convinced 
that yo¥r have done all which ability^ 
energy, and affection could do, to.. re- 
store me to liberty and fortone.—— Now 
9peak. 



m 
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" Joy, dear mother ! he is free. — Li- 
berty, fortune restored ! **— — • 

His mother his sisters, embraced Al- 
fred, in qnick snccession, with tears of 
delight. — For some moments a spectator 
might have imagined that they beheld a 
family in deep affliction. Bat soon 
through tliese tears appeared on the 
countenance of each individual the radi- 
ance of joy — smiles of affection — tender- 
ness— « gratitude, and every deligbtfu)^ 
benignant feeling of the human heart. 
. " Has any body sent to Mrs. Hunger- * 
ford, to Lady Jane Granville?" said Mr. 
Percy. 

*^ Yes, yes, messengers were sent off 
the moment the verdict was given,'- said 
Erasmus — " I took care of that." 

** Thank you, my dear Erasmus — al- 
ways kind ' Rosamond, remember 

your promise to Mr. Temple. — ; He has 
a riglit to this hand, and let me give it 
to bim — No, he shall receive it from his 
friend Alfred.— —Caroline, my love, yon 
And your husband will meet in perfect 
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bappinesSj and the sacrifice yon have 
made for your father will make you 
dearer to such a husband. — I had hopes, 
my love," continued. Mr. Percy, turning 
to Mrs. Percy, that" Godfrey would have 
been here by this time — but it is best as it 
is, we have that pleasure still in store. -^ 
And now, my beloved * children, after 
haying returned thanks to Providence, let 
me here, in the midst of all of you^ to 
whom I owe my happiness^ sit dowa 
quietly for a few minutes, andhenjoy ^ the 
sober certainty of waking bliss.' " 
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CHAPTER XLIII; 

Mr. Psrcy, released from priMlii, wsa 
welcomed with Idndness and exnkation 
at the home of Lady Jane Gcanviile^ 
where hk family^ assembled once more. 
ID happiness^ were again smrounded by 
a)! the frieidfi who had been present at 
Caroline's weddinf , and again congisata* 
• lations were heard in all parts of the hos- 
pitable mansion. In the midst of this 
tnmnlt of joy Mr. Percy y^ixoie two let- 
ters. One was to his faithful old steward^ 
John Nelson, who deserved from his mas- 
ter this mark of regard ; the other was 
to Commissioner Falconer, to make him 
some friendly ofiers of assistance in his 
own affairs, and to beg that through him 
his daughter, the unhappy and deserted 
lady of Sir Robert Percy, might be as- 
sured, that neither Mr. Percy^ nor any 
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of his family^ wished to put * her to in- 
convenience^ and tbat^ far from beiog in 
haste to return to Percy-Hall^ they 
wished to wait in town for the arrival 
of Godfrey and of Count Altenber^i, 
thetefore they requested that she would 
.«ot Iwiten her ranoval from any faise 
idea of their impatience. 

We said the deserted kubf of Sir J?^^ 
iert Pere^y for Sir Robert had. fled from 
the country. On quitting llie court after 
the trials he took all the reidy motley h» 
had previously collected fijom his tenants^ 
and set out for the Continent^ leaivifig 
only a note for his wife^ tipprisiag her^ 
that ^' she s-hould never see him more^ 
uid ordering H^ta return to her father 
and mother^ - as be. had no means left to 
support her extravfigakice.." 
- Of the words of tbis^ brutal farewell, 
and of tb^ circumstances of Sir Robert's 
flight^ Mr. Percy was informed . by Lady 
Jane Granville^- who had heard them 
fpom her m^id Keppel, to wboniKLydia 
SUmrpe had paid a vtsit^ on purpose to 
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talk over ''this total . disruption of Ladf 
Percy's affairs, and the ruin, in one way 
or other of all the Falconers^ wbicb^ .now. 
it had happened, there was, shf hoptd; 
no sin in saying she iiad long foreseen.Tu 
. Commissioner Falconer was at this 
time, at Falconer-Court, where 4)€i{b»db 
been obliged to go to settle some basiH 
liess with his tenantry, previoiis to the 
sale of his land for the redemption mi 
Cunningham. The Commissioner's an- 
swer to Mr-4 Percy's letter , wds as fol-»' 
lows: 

. " 1 cannot tell you, my dear Sir, how. 
much I was touched by the kindness of 
your letter and conduct — So difierent 
from what I have met with from others; 
' " ' I will not cloud your happiness,, in 
which, believe me, I heartily rejoice— by 
the melancholy detail of all my own . sor- 
Tow]9.and disappointments — but only an-, 
swer briefly to your friendly inquiries . re- 
specting my affairs. • 

" And first, for my unfortunate mar* 
ified daughter^ who has been in. this teis 
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rible .' maimer - retdrned upon our ^adds. 
She thanks you for your indulgence^ on 
which she will pot encroach. Before you 
receive this she will r have left Perjcy- 
Hall. ^he is going.to live with a Miss 
Clapham, a- great heiress^ who wants a 
&fibionitUe - coinpanion - and . chaperon • 
Mf9*^ Falconer !becama acquainted witb 
her .at Tonbridge^ and has dervised this 
pUa. for Arabella. . I fear Bell's dispo* 
sition will jiot suit such* a situaticm^ but 
i^ehasnorothei resource* 

" Mrs. Falconer and Georgiana have 
SQj onermanaged matters with respect to 
Petcalf^ that it has ended^ as I long 
since feared it would^ in his breaking olK 
IfiMr£^ Falconer had- taken my ;advice^ 
Georgiana might now be completely set^ 
tied. Instead of which she is fitting out 
for India, She is .going to r be sure in 
good company; but in.my opiBion thd 
^xpense^ (which Heaven knows I can ill 
afford)^ will beihrown; away like all the 
lest^' ff>r Georgiana has been mu^h worn 
% lafe hoiurs^ an4 though still, youngs 



959 patronage: 

bas^ I fear^ lost her bloont^ a«d Io6lb 
raiker aid for India*. 

^^ I am tnily obliged to yov, toy dear 
Sir, for your frickidlj oftr with respeet 
to Falconer-X!oiirt> and bove itt ccttlsa* 
^uencc stopped tbe salei of tbe iwnitnre*. 
1 ftbali rejoice to baVa sodb a gwAl tenaitt 
aft Mr. Temple. It is indeed mncb moi^ 
ag^eable to me to let, tbao s^aelL Tbe 
fining down tbe' rent, as yon propose^ 
will pat it in my power to rdease Ciitt* 
niugham, wbick is my most pressing 
diffieaky. 

^^ As yott are tb^ only person te tbfe" 
world now^ wbo takes an ixftet^st itt>my 
affairs, or to wbom I can safely tliAw^ 
den my mind, i nmst, tbougH 1 kno# 
aomplaint to be vlel^s,. relieve my heait 
by it for a moment. I can taf^ly sa^^ 
tbat for tbe last ten years of my life f 
bare never spent a day j^ imf^lf. \ 
b^ve.bean contimmlly plannibg and-Wil^ 
ing to advance my family, hot an oppor^ 
tiMiity has been negieeiedy and^yet fronf 
tbia wry family ^dngs allmy^Aba^pfi^ 
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if«8fil. Even Mrs» I'akoner bUmes me ns 
the cause of that sad business ^ which has 
disgraced nd for ever, and deprived as of 
;all oar frieBd^-^and htLB aflbrded an ex^ 
Ctiide for* brericii^g . afl promises. There 
ariermany, whom I will not name, but 
/tbey^are .persons now high in office^ who 
h^ye . . . .1 may venture to say it to yov^ 
ased me shamefnUy ill. 

^^ Many an honest tradesman and 
manufacturer, to say nothing of isien of 
talents in the liberal profusions) , I iiave 
seen in the coarse of the last foity years 
make- Uieir own fortunes, and large for* 
tunes, while I have ended worse than I 
began — * have literally been working all 
my lifife Scv others, not (Mily without re- 
ward, but without tkailks; If I were 
to begi& life again, I certainly should 
follow your principles, my dear Sir, am| 
depend more upon myself, and less upon^ 
others, t]|Rii I have done — ^But nowt all i» 
over^ ' ■ " ' Let me assure you, that' in iim 
midst of my o wn . migfertnneS) i ipc^oioe 
in your, prosperitgr (and ia the.estBaini 
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and respect with which I hear yoa .and 
yoiirs spoken of by all. 

'^ Present my affectionate regards and 
congratulations to Mrs. Percy^ and to all 
your amiable and happy circle. Pro- 
priety and feeling for my poor daughter. 
Lady Percy, must prevent my paying at 
present my personal congratulations to 
you at Percy-Hall — But I trust you will 
not the less believe in the sincerity of my 
attachment. 

« I am, my dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful 

Friend and servant, 
T. Falconer.** 

" P. S. I havejust learnt, that the little 
place I mentioned to Mr. Alfred Percy, 
when we last met, is not disposed of. — ^ 
Lord Oldboraugh's influence, as Mr. 
Temple well knows, is still all powerful, 
and your interest with his Lordship, you 
must be sensible, is greater thap that, of. 
any other person living without excep- 
tion.— r A word from you would do the 
business for me. J It ^s but a trifle, which. 
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I'sboald once have been ashamed to ask: 
but it is now a matter of necessity,'* 

The event of the trial, and the restora- 
tion of the Percy family to their pro* 
perty, were heard with transports of joy 
by the old tenantry. They had not 
needed the effect of contrast, to make 
them love andfeel the value of their good 
landlord ; but certainly Sir Robert. Percy's 
tyranny, and all that he had made them 
suffer for their obstinate fidelity to the 
old brctnchf had heightened and fortified 
their attachment. It was now their turn 
to glory in that honest obstinacy, and with 
the strong English sense of justice they 
triumphed in having the rightful owners 
restored to their estate, and to the seat of 
their ancestors. 

As the Percy family crossed the well- 
known bridge at the end of the village, 
those bells, which had sounded so mourn* 
fully, which had been muffled when they 
quitted their home, now rang out a 
merry triumphant peal — ^And it was rung 
by the hands of the. very same persons 
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who had fomierly given that proof of at^ 
tachment to him in his adv^sity^ and 
which had so touched Mr. Percy* — 
Emotion as strong now seised bis heart. 
—At the same spot he jumped out of the 
carriage, and by the same patb along 
which be had hastened to stop the beU- 
ringers, lest they should ruin tbemselir^ 
with Sir Robert, be now hastened to see 
and thank these hoAest, courageons peo* 
pie. ■ ■ In passing through the village,, 
which bad been freshly swept and gar<- 
nished^ the peopie whom be remem-- 
bei-ed to have seen in tears follow jug the 
carriage at their departure were now 
crowding to their doors with faces bright 
ii^ith smiles -^Uatt that had lievtt attrredi. 
and backs that bad never bent for the 
liSmrper, ^ew now. ieager with, low baws 
to mark their prowl respect totbetruif 
man. There was no noisy acclam^tioes, 
for all' were tquclied. The yoicefe of the 
young children, boweveii, were beard^ 
who> as their itiothers held them up in 
their arms^ to see the landbird^ of whom^ 
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they had heard so much, oflered their 
little nosegays as the open carriage 
passed, afid repeated blessings on those 
mi whom from their cradles they had 
heard blessings bestowed by their pa-^ 
rents. ( 

• The old steward stood ready at the 
park-gate to open it for his master. 
fiis master and the ladies put their hands 
tmt of the carriage to sbiike hands with 
him, but be could not stand it.— He just 
t0uched his master's band. Tears 
creamed down his face, and tnrning 
av^y without being able to say one 
word, ii^ hid himself in the perter*s 
lodge. 

' As they dtt)VQ up to the bmie the^ 
6aw standing on the steps, waiting ■^'^ and 
long had be been wAiting there, for the 
first sound of the carriage, Johnson, the 
butler, who had followed the family to 
the Hills, and had served them in theit 
Ikllea fortanes-^iohnson was now him« 
self. Before the hall-door, wide open td 
x^ceive them, he stood, with the livery 
servants in doe order. 
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Mrs. Harte^ the good old housekeeper^ 
had been sent down to prepare for the 
reception of the family, and a world of 
trouble she had had; but all was now 
right and proper^ and she was as active 
and alert as the youngest of her maidens 
could have been, in conducting the 
Jadies to their well-known apartments, in 
showing all the old places, and doing 
what she called the honors of the rein^ 
stallation. — — — She could have wished to 
have vented a little of her indignation, 
and to have told how some things had 
been left ; but her better taste and judgr 
xnent,. and her sense of what would be 
pleasing to her master and mistress^ re« 
pressed all recrimination! — By the help 
of frequent recurrence to her snuff-box in 
difficulties great, together with much 
rubbing of her hands, and some bridling 
of her head, she got through it, with-^ 
put naming those, who should not he 
thought of, as she observed, dji this joy* 
fulday. 

I'be happiness of . the Percy familjr 
was completed by .the return of Count 
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Altenberg, and of Godfrey. Godfrey Ar- 
rived just as his family were settled at 
Percy-Hall. After his long absence from 
his home and his country, he doubly en* 
joyed this scene of domestic prosperity. 
T^He had scarcely told and heard all 
that had passed while he Iiad been away, 
bad scarcely seen Mr. Temple, or ex- 
pressed his ardent desire to meet Count 
Altenbei^, when his wish was gratified— 
and more than gratified. 

Count Altenberg, having settled his 
afikirs abroad, came to Ei^gland, deter- 
mined to reside on his English estate. 
He brought a considerable sum of mo- 
ney, the produce of the sale of part of 
liis German possessions, which he ha^ 
destined for the assistance of Mr. Percys 
if the trial had been decided against htm. 
The Count was most agreeably surprised 
on his arrival in England, -by hearing 
tfafat his father-in-law was reinstated- in 
his« property .—His prayer at pairting ^ith 
Caroline was granted, and the whole fa- 
mily, whom he had left in gritf, met him 
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in perfect happiness.--^' — Car^ne^ hia 
bride^ bis wife^ radiant with joy and love, 
he^ at last^ pressed to his hearty now^ and 
for ever^ his own Caroline. 

Mrs. Hnngerford h^^d the delight of 
seeing and sympathising in their felicitj^^ 
With all the entlnisiastic warmth of af-^ 
fection, supposed to be peculiar to youtli, 
this excellent lady enjoyed, in the d^* 
clifte of life^ the happiness of her frienda. 
On purpose to be with the Percys oq 
their rjetnm home^ and to honor^ by her 
presence^ the marriage of Rosamond, 
she had made, with much expeditiop, a 
long journey frona Pembroke to Percy- 
Hall. — Sh^ was r^ompensed, as she 
laid, beyond, her utmost h^pes, by ar^ 
pying ju^ in time to see t^^ Tennioa of 
Ca;^olji>A and.feer hqsliand. 

l^lovjpd ^ Rqsamqnd w^f by rich 
aqflpopr \n t^^ neigh^pi^ipod,: ^dthe 
genital favorite of ber fajnily, her ap- 
pit>achipg marriage spread new and:UiUr 
v^rsal joy« — It is impp/i^ibla to giye it 
juUt idfiaof l|i(3 cpngrAtxilatiai^s^ and of 
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the bustle of the various preparations^ 
which were going on at this time at 
■P^rcy-Hall, especially in the lower re- 
gions* Even Mrs. Harte's all regulating 
genius was insufficient for the exigencies 
^f thje times. Indeed, her head and her 
heait were now at perpetual variancej> 
con^tinually counteracting and contra- 
dic^ii^g each o^ber. -^Oae moment de* 
lighted with the joy and affection of the 
.world below> she would come up to 
hoast of it to her mistress and her young 
l9.di^$.; the next moment she would scold 
^11 the people for being out of their wits, 
ai^d for not mindingor knowing a single 
thiQg they were doings or ordered to da, 
" no <n(lre than the babes in the wood ;^ 
ttilen. pTQv\9g the^^ uext minute, ^nd ac- 
knowledging, thajtsbewas ^^ realhf quite 
M. lAdx as th^m$fih<^$.rr-Jind no. wonder, 
for tlierthpughtA Qf ftlias Rosagnond's 
wain^ipge liad turned her head entirely 
ujteida ^WfTXrTrJm iJie.hiikd been at Miss 
Ro^amtHid'^ cbristemng, held her by 
proxy, and considered her alwiiys as her 
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particular own child, and well she miglit> 
for a better^ except, perhaps. Miss Caro- 
line — I should say the Countess — never 
breathed." 

' The making a desert island for Miss 
Rosamond*s wedding dinnerwas the qb* 
ject, which had taken such forcible jibs- 
session of Mrs. Harte*s imagination, that^ 
till it was accomplished, it wad in vain 
to hope, that any other could, In her 
eyes, appear ih any kind of proportion. 
In the mid^t of all th6 sentimental joy 
above siairs, and in the midst of d[l the 
important business of settlements and 
lawyers, Mrs. HTarte was pursuing the 
settled purpose of her soul, constructing 
with infinite care, as directed by her 
" Complete English Housekeeper,"* a de- 
sert island for a wedding, in a deep 
china dish, with a mount in the middle, 
two figures upon the mount, with crtiwns 
on their lieads, a knot of rodk candy at 
their feet, and gravel walks tifshat comfits 
judiciotisl^ iiitersecting in ^efy direetioa 
their doHdimons/ 
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A^ soon' as it was .jif^ssjble^ after bU 
xeiuFn to Percy-iH^ll^ Mr. Percy iwent 
jto.pi^.bi^ respects, tD. L^rd Oldborpaghf 
£E^T(iuild this 'great $t4rte»maA* happy, ia 
Itlil^euiej^tj . without any ^ffectatioa . of 
happiness* There were proofs in, ev^ 
;tbing about hioi^ that his mi^d^ bad 
unbent, itself agr^^eably ; his pawers had 
<expaud^:^p9njdi0ei:en<i objects, bia^ildiiig^ 
planting, improving the soil and tl^e 

m 

... He had nCiany tasjtesj which had Iqi^g 

:lj^in d&rmant^ or c^'tber which haxl been 

:h«ld iu b"u,bjugation by one. tyrant p^s- 

;^Hl&< /That pasisioB vanquished^ ' tl^ 

.:fonfi^r^tjEis|^& resuined their activity. 7-7 

IThe/ SHperior ^strjetpgth of Jiis character 

x.was jsbpjuin Jtt bis jnever recurring; tp aoi* 

vbitunit It's vigour was dis|>][ay^ JPJbe 

vo^. IV. K 
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means by which he supplied himself mat 
t>iily with variety of occupatirni^ bat 
with variety of iBotiv€« — Those who best 
know the homaa mind mmt be aware of 
the difficulty of supplying motive £ar 
one accustomed to stimulus of so hi^. a 
kind' as tbal^ to which Lord Oldbofougli 
had been habituated^ * For one who bad^ 
been at the head of the government of % 
great bationy to make for hims^ objects 
ii) the stillness und privacy of a oMMrf 
life^ tet}uir^d no eommen- talent andenety 
gy of s*b!.—^The difficulty was iucreastd 
to Lord OIdb<^(Aigh> for to hkn the vast 
resource of a ta^te fdr li|6rAture inttr 
'wttnA»g.~i - - 

Tne biographer of Sir Robert Wa^iolb 
tells usy that, ^^ though he had not for- 
gotten bis classical att^dmeMS) he bad 
little taste for literacy occnpatbns/^ Sk 
Robert once ex]^re^sed his regret on liiis 
subject to Mr« Ibx, in ^ library at 
Houghton. — — '^I wish,'' he said, *M 
took as nfiuch delight inreadiag a&^yoa 
do^ it Would be the ineans of «Uev»lai% 
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itiany tedi(ms hours in my present retire*' 
luefit. Bat^ to my misfortuiie^ 1 derive^ 
no pleasure from such p'ursuit^.^' 

l;ord Oldborough feh, but never iJbU'n 

ddseenikd : tt) complain of tbM de* 

ficii^cy of general literature, which was 

ca^QAed' in hinl partly by hit not baYing 

had time fof the attainment^ and partly 

by his huving formed too low an .e9ti'< 

fOfite pf the influence and power of Ike-^ 

rature in the political world -^ Bat he 

BOW took pe<iiiliar delight in recalling 

dftssical iiterature, in which he had in 

bts youth excelled; as Mr. Percy sfm^ 

fSithiaed With him in this taste, there 

was another . point in which they- cOe 

ale8ced*^:Mr. Percy staid with his. old 

friend some days, for he was anxious to 

^re him this proof of attachment, and 

£dl;t interested in seeing his character de^ 

velope itself in a new direction, display^ 

liig fnesbt life and strength, and tmex- 

pected resource in ciixmrnbtances, in 

vrhicAi statestasea of the most vigorous 

i«iiids,:^aiid of: tOlie highest spirit, have 

a 2 



36i FAtaONAGEL 

been seen ^ to. tlroop and ^drowse^" ta- 
fink into indolence^ sensuality^ or the 
horrors of hypochondriacism and super* 
ftition.— V 

• Lord Oldborough^ on his first retiring 
to Ckrmont*Fark^ had informed 'Mr. 
Percy^- that he «honld ^ish to see him 
as soon as he had arranged certain pa- 
pers. . The arrival of Count Altenberg, 
the marriage of Caroline, ^nd Mrl 
Percy*s long imprisonnient^ %vhich fol- 
lowed, had prevented his .recollecting 
this message till his present visits He 
now reminded his Lordship of it, and 
Lord Oldborongh put into- his hands » a 
sketch, which he had been drawing octt; 
of the principal transactions in which hb 
•had been engaged ^ring his political 
tcareer, with copies of bis letters to th^ 
*£rst >public icharactei's of the day, in ^ur 
own and in foreign countries— ^Cvenhjr 
those who had felt ^no regard for the 
.man, the letters of such ^ minister- would 
have been read with avidity $ but Mr. 
jPeccy pei^Qsed tbem with-a stronger id- 
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terest than any which couM be created 
by mere pdlitical dr philosophical txkf 
riosity — He read them with the pleasure 
which a generous mind tak^s in ac^ 
jniring that which is good and great, 
with the deligbt'which a true friend feel^ 
ia seeing proofs, that justify all th^ 
esteem he had previously felt..— • l^e say 
in these original documents, in this hj^ 
tory of Lord OldborougV& political lif^, 
ibQ most p^feet consistency and in^ 
tegrity, the most disinterested and/erv- 
Ifghtened patriotisnl* Wl|en Mr, Percy 
.returned the mantiscript to his Lordship, 
.he spoke of the satisfaction he must ex- 
perience, in looking back upon this n 
cord o£ a. life ispent in the service of his 
country.^ ^and observed, that he ^as tiot 
surprised' that,^ with sucb a solid ;sQur<^ 
of self-approbation,' such indefeasible 
damns to the gratitude of his country- 
men; and such well-earned fame, be 
should be^ as he appeared,^ so liappy.in 
retirement,, ; - 

*^ I am happy, aqd, I believe,, princi« 
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pally from ^he eanse you ba¥e 'MeiitMfi- 
ittf* — said Lord Oldborougb, wbaba^ a 
mind too great for the alfeetation of htiidi- 
irty — '' So far I am happy *' ^ ' ^ 

** Yet'* — added he, after a consider- 
idMe paBse^ ^* I have, I feel, a greater 
-ci^afaflity of happiness, fbr whleh^rbiifve 
been prevented from making arj/y pfo^ 
vision, partly by the course of lift, of 
•which I made choice, and partly by ^r- 
enmstaiices, over which I had no^ei^* 
trol."— ^ ,>^ 

He paused again— And turning the 
conversation, spoke of his sister, an el- 
derly lady, who had come to pass ^ome 
time with him*— They bad lived separate 
almost all their lives ; she in Scotland 
v^ith her husband, a Scottish noblelnan, 
who having 'died about the time when 
Lord Oldborough had resigned his mi- 
nisterial situation, she 'bad accepted his 
Lordship's' invitation to visit him in 'his 
retirement. The early attachment he bad 
had for this sister seemed to revive in his 
*mind when they met, and, as if glad to 
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tare . 30|zie objept for his affections, : tbey 
were poured oi;it apon her~-;Mr. Perpy 
observed a tei^demessf in his mapper ^d 
voice when he spokes to her, - a thousand 
Httle attentions, wh^ch no one;, wpul^ 
Jliave expected from the apparently ^erp 
JUprd Qldboroughi am^n irhi» hf(d'beeir 
^tngro^sed all bis life by poUtics. / 

Oa the morning of the last day whic^ 
•Mr.* Percy loeaot to spend at Clennootr 
Park, his Lordship, as they were siting 
together in his stody^ expressed morfr 
itiiafi common regret, at the necessijty for 
hid friend's departure, bnt said, 

^^ I have no* right to. detain yp^ irom. 
ydur family*^ — » 

Then, after a paiise^h(e^ad4ed-r* ... 
« '' Mr. Percy, you .firrt gav§:?nt9 rte 
ftdea/Uiat a private li£» is the.bappiefitrr 

*^ My Lord, in most ca^es I . beVeye it 
is; but £ never meant to asserti tbfti a 
'.public life spent in noble exertion,' and 
-with the odnsciousness of supeHor'taknt 
•and iutilky^ is Botmore desirable than 
(tke lift of any obscure individual csm 
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Jiossibly be, even thongh he po'ssess'the 
pleasures of domestic ease and trahqirif^ 
•Jity.—^ There are men of cminefnt abili^ 
ties, capabfe of extraordinary ekei<^ 
*tions; inspired by exalted patriotism . s\ 
^ heheve — notWitbstanding the cor- 
f option of so many has weakened all 
faith in pnblic ' virtue ■ I believe ill 
i,\e existence of siich men *^ men, ii-ho 
"devote themselves Jo the service of thefr 
ftountfry,^— when thle time for their reliif- 

r . , , , 

'quiring the toils of public life- arrived, 
'inorior and self-approbatien follow them 

in retirement.' ^ ^ ' 

:*. *^Il ia irue, 'lani happy,'*— repeated 

Lord OJdborough ; " but to go on with 

what -Hiegan tt> say td'you yesterday.— 
^feel 'that soiiie addition might be mfade 

to my happiness. ■ ' ' The sense of hav- 
'irig^, to the best of my: ability, done my 
•'duty, is satisfactory. — I do iot reqniiK 
^appkuse-^I disdain adnlatiori~-I have 
tstiJtAined my public life without sym- 
^'paihy — I conld seldom meet with it -^ 
.Whire I could, I have enjoyed it — afl^ 
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coald now enjoy it -»-. exquisitely — as you 

do^ Mr. Percy — snrrpnnded by a happy 

,£amilyw — Domestic life requires domestic 

j)Ieaj^res — objeGt3 for the affections/' 

^ ; ; Mr. Percy felt the truth, of this^ and 

.epnld answer only by suggesting . the 

;idea pf Mr. Temple^ who was firmly 

s(nd warmly attached to Lord Oldbo- 

.xioiigh, and fox whom; his Lordship ^had 

a strong cegard*. ' 

"Mr. Temple, and my daughter -Rq- 
samond, whom your . Lordship honored- 
with so« kind aa invitatioA,. propose, I 
know^ paying their respects to you next 
week.. — Though. I. am. her father, I may 
veuture t(^ say', tUat RbsamondVspright* 
liness is so mixed with, solid, information*. 
: and good sep^^, that her society will be^ 
fome agreeable to . your Lordship/' . 
. : " J shaU ir^jpice to< see. Mrs. Templa 
here. — 'iAs- the 4&ughter of one friends 
9nd tl^e wife of another,. she has a douUe 
: claim ^p my rcjgard. And, (to: say up- 
thing of . hereditary genius oc dispo^i* 
tions — in whido^jou dp ujpt , believe^ apd 

1V5 
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I do), tfiere can be no' doubt,- tbaf Ae 
fiociety of a- lady, echicated as Mrs. 
Temple bas been, mast ' snit ray t^ste.- 
The danger is, tbat iier society shoyid 
become necessary to me. For Mr. 
Temple I already feel A degree of afi^ 
tion, wlrich I mitst repress/'ratbelr tfakii* 
indulge.''* 

" Repress? — ^Wtry s^, mj toi*d«— Yotr 
esteem hfm ? yea believe i« the'sihceiity 
ofhis attat$hmertt ?'"• 

"Then wfty wit B stofcisiri^-^aWloA 'ifiey^ 
my dear Lord — why repress- aflfection?'*^ 

"Lest I should beeome dependent fm^ 
my daily happiness <hi one, wfios^ &^- 
•piness is independent of mine — ^ in some 
degree incompatibhf wi^ raine.*-^Eveni 
if his society were giten to n»e^ bi6 'lieftrt 
mtlst^be at Iris home, aiitf with his fa- 
mily.' — You see I am no proud rtijic.'*^— 
Butaman who d«f es ' to - l<)ek at* life- - i ' .• . 
the decKne of life,- snch as 4t -is — n»- it? 
must i)e. — Different, Mr. Percy, in yonr 
sitaetion — and m miile.*^ ' — - - • 
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.« Tihe conversation was here interrupted 
j^y. 'the arrival of a carnage — 
.. Lord Oldborough looked out of the 
: window as it passed — then smiled^ and 
/^hstr^ed' bow altered the times were, 
j^qe-Ql^jUQpt-Park used to be crpwdcid 

« 

,;vi;it;hjvi^(or3 and carriages — - now tb^ ar- 
rival of one is an^ events 
:rTher servant: atmoUnc^d. a* foreign 

;i|ftWeT-' A Neapolitan Abb6,. who bad 
(:ome over* in: the train of a n#w ambas- 

» 

sador^ be had just arrived' in £nglaiid> 
jmdJi!^ letter? &001 the Ca&rdin:aL* *'**,. 

Mas ijncle, which be wa^^^es^red ts>; d^l!^* 

** , \ • 

ijiiMrQ Lord Qldbotough's pwti h(^d<( 1^ 
^bb^ was> it ^peai^dr p^^^naU; . la 
.ganger tQ him^ but tb^re; had lie^m 
iPS^if^ ministerial in^^eropurs^ between b)s- 
:li«»iV(|i»,hip a^ LordQU- 

r)>«rQi3^ .j^ec«iv^ these politi(^al .letters 
.w^.an W) of composure and indiffer- 
.)^np^ If bidi provide :thajt he ceased ).io 
:bt^Te;aiiiotere8tdu the. game. 
-, /^tfli&^u{ipo$ed>*' be said^ ^f thatthe Abb^ 
JisA been apprised^ . that :hp. wak jbk> longer 
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one.of his Majesty^s ministers -~ &at be* 
had resigned his official sitnation, bad 
retired^ and that be took no part what* 
«?er in public affairs/* 

The Abb^ replied, that he had been 

apprised, that Lord Oldborough bad- re.'- 

tired from his paUicoffice ; but his nnele^ 

be added, with a significant Hmile, was 

•aware that Lord OldborongVs inflnenee 

was as great still as it bad ever been, alld 

greater than tbat of any ostensible mis 

'lister. • • • r^ 

> This^ Lord Ol^orongb disclaimed*^ 

•coolly observing, that his influence, whai^ 

^^^v^r it miglit be, conM not be knowii 

-cv^n -to himself, as it ti^ftt never exert€d>^^^ 

and tbat as be had determined newrm^m 

to ioterfSsre in publtc busidess^- he couM 

|M>t W ol the leMt political^ servi0e to' the 

V Cardinals The Duke of « Greenwidi was 

now the person^ to whom on' such sdb- 

jects all applications should be addressed. 

The Abb^, howe^ep^ repeated, dmt his 
instmctioos from, the Cardinal were po- 
sitive wskA peremptory^ to deliver these 
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letters into no hands bnt those of Lord 
Oldborongh -— That in consequence of 
this strict injunction^ be had* come purpos^- 
ij to present them. He was instmeted 
ID request bis Lordship would not put tUe 
letters into the hftfid»of any secretary^ but 
wobM have the goodness to* examine them 

• * • • • 

bknself, and give bis counsel bo^v to pro- 
deed/ and to ivfaom they should, in ease 
of his Lordship'S declining to interferft^ 
be addressed. ' 

** Mr. iPercy r-— said Xord OldboroHgb, 
' veclalimg Mr. Ftb-cy, who hnd ri^en to quit 
^le room*— ^ ** Yoa wiH not leave mc 
' * *' '■ Whatever yon may wish to say, M, 
1' Abb^, may be said before this gentiemaa 
*— my^rieijdJ** * .. t 

His Lovdship ^ then opened* the padfeet^ 
«iatmined4be letter^-^r^ad and redirect- 
ed simie. tor the Didce of Greenmdi-^ii- 
- fsithera td the Kin^. ^ .' [ a 
• : Tbei Abb^y all . tile tii!De,i descatrting 
vehemently on Neapolitan politios^'^-^re- 
-gretting LordCUdborougb's reeignatipn>«— 
advertmg still to bis LopdahipV peweifcl 
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iofli|e|ice — ^ ftnd pressing somp .pQint ia 
.pegotiation^ for which hns nocle the Cat' 
dinal,^ was most anj^ious. 

AisiQpg the lett^r^, them was- ^le wbkb 
Lord Oidbproof^ did nqt openi- be laid* 
it on tbe. table with the direction dofr^^ 
: ward9^ leaned bis elbow: np9n. iH^ «tfd^ sat 
.afi 'if eelmty listening to thfe iA^b4 ; but 
Mr* V^x^ffhuowmg bis d(mi»tieiiafice»rHii^ 
. eigfia . of [eoitraordinary eiaottoii) ml^ 4^- 

ficulty repressed. . • >'^ 

, ' At length the gsesticolating AbMrfimsh- 

ed> apd waited MrLard$bip'siostm0liM(B. 

Tbej^ MFore ^ven in few -woxda~-Tbe 

Ji^tters n^direeted"^ tcr. the King and-4be^ 

jDuke of fireeawieh were cetocned to^ 

Ibin. He thao&ed his Lordsiiip with^ 
^V»Uf^ MAhm $iiper}^vea — deelioed bis 
.. JU>r4sbip's j^yitataoii to atajr till tbe i nwt 
-^^F : *t GlerftpnttFftrk r^^8ttid be: jr*s 

pressed in point of .time» tbiit it wm w- 
^ dipi^wiPrtbly'^^ceasfaiy^for, ,hiiil ta The in 
. '^on4ot^ j to^ deliver ; these ipBogw .as 900n» 
^A9jpio^sib}e«!-rTr*Jlis^ ejiteighmeed joutk^^ 

i»opeiied feltbf .-rr 



V : 1 ; V '. . -4- It 



patronage; iS^s 

-^ .** i^rivaic. Sir,'*-*- said Lord Oldbe^ 
^ofc^lv m a 9tem Tioice-^mfthout laoiring 
iiis elbow from tlie paper— -^^ Whatever 
^iMikWdr k^ Aiay Tequire^I'shall bave the 
^ iraii^p-to-tf knsmit W ybn •^-^ fep the Car- 

^atfd:todk> l«»t^x^Lbt«dtDldborDtighr 
after attendiag him to the door,- antf 
aeefng^fiim d^mPt^ retbTi^, isook onthts^ 
wtttchy^md Mid €D Mr. Vete^^^-- 

<*iii^ate«i'^--^i f^-'ii . ^: • : • . ; 
- • ' Sts^itig be diiter <m the walk ^^proaeh-^ 
vpug fiis ii&iit^ Jm^ adiiedv- ' ^ 
?; ' «* 'L6tmeii6>foI]^^ni^'' - . . u> 
*^ WtftM^the fiW mi«6t^s tr^re over^ Mr. 
-^kfej- *w«^t 'te>t ]Lo¥d OMboftM^ii's^ 
f>^bilaet--i-*- ktlbcket}'*'*^^ H^ BMvt^t-^^^^ 
i|po(ikt^dlkgaliiM-X^l^tid^^ wab A-- 

<4eiiA--^^iie<ei8ie^^ sa#ijoi#Old- 
borough seatedy but in the* attituidi^^^f 
OAe jir^{ goidg^^^-rise; ^ te:4^»<^Jed!^ more 
like a statue than a living peradii^l^fe 
was astlfiiiees inj^ -^S Mtticl^ijy-alkri over 
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•his faee 'and hands a death-Uke coIbaV — 
;(I]9 eyes weve.fixed^ and' directed. towards 
-the door — but they never mored when 
.Mr. Percy entered, nor did Lord. OH- 
borough stir ai his^ &p|)]ioa€h*-*«*-i<FrD!ii 
one hand^ which hong over -the arm 
•f bis* chair, hii^ spectacles illaii dropped ^ 
his other famid gM^d' a&« open let* 
ten / ■ . 

. '' My dear: tordT^' ptMMni Percys 
He neither heard nor aiiim«-ed —rfr- 

:Mi*..Per<cy openisd.'tha i^iwdo^w .tind* let 
down the blind. Then atteflhpting to 

-liaise, the hand wUch bnn^; down^'. he 
perceived it wa3. fU^d> in; dH .the rigidk^ 
of catalepsy. J». hopes;: o£. rdcjiUing* his 

,-«Blti9*s OK h»s p^weri ofi. mbtipn; i Mr. 

: JPercy deterininfcd to twjt to o diw^ the. let- 

.ier friitm* bis grasp;/ th^: xxiom^nt the 

.lettei: ;yi!a8 ton^bfMJ^ Lord- Qldbtfro?^ 

. W«ltpd-ri-Wa-^y#ft ^dac^HIP ii^tcelyL. ¥i|h«1: 

. .** Who diiV9S ? — ?- Who.aro yon, Sir ir 
'.4Kied he. . ; 

. 'fXwf frjcndf P«srcy>-my Iwrri.' 
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Lord GlcJborough pointed to a chair-**' 
Mr. Percy sat down* . His Lordship 
recovered t^adually frotii the species of 
trance into which he had. fallen. ' Tho 
<?afaleptic rigidity ol his figure relaxed — ♦ 
the cdlonf of life returned = — the body re- 
gained her functions- — the. soul resumed 
at once her powers ■ ■ Without seem- 
ing sensible of any interruptions or! inter- 
xnisdoR of feeling or tliought; Lord 
Oldborough went oh speaking to Mr, 
Percy. 

'" Upon you, Mr Percy, I can de^ 
pend as upon myself. lujuiictions of 
secresy are unnecessary to a' . man of 
honor— -The letter^ whicb I now hold 
in my hand, is froBi that Italian lady of 
transcendent beauty, in whose company 
you once saw me whei^ we first met af: 
Naples.— She was of high rank — ^^higU 
endowments. — I loved her — how welW 
I need not-— cannot say— 'She gave me 
reason to believe she^ was> attached to me. 
••—I was induced — no matter how— to 
suspect her ^delity— pass over these i^i- 
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ettinstaxiceft — I dannot speak; dr tibtnk 
9f them. — We* parted^ I never saw bet 
more.— She Tetnred to a coBvent^r-Nor 
did I, till I received this letter^ wrilfesh 
on her death-faedy . know that she had 
given me a sm»; — The proofe that I 
wronged her are iivesbttble — Wonldtbat 
they had been given^ to me when - 1 
conld have repaired my injustice t^^-** But 
her pride prevented their being sent tall- 
the hour of her deadi.'*" 

On the first reading of her lettei!, Loili' 
Oldborongh had been so struck by tbe^ 
idea of the injustice be had done the 
mother, th«^ be seemed scarcely to advert 
to the idea of bis having a son-— Ab- 
90]4)ed in the past^ he wa» at first insen* 
sibfo both to the present and the fature. 
Early associations, Jong dormant, were. 
suddenly wakened ; he was carried bade 
with irresistible force top the^ days of bis 
youtfa, and sonaetbing of likeness in • ah* 
•and Voic^ td the Lord' Oldborongfa he 
bad formerly known appeared to^ Mr. 
-Percy ~- As the t^Eonult of passionate re- 
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Cdllectioiis subsided^ as this entibuaiastic 
reminiscence faded ; ' and the memory of 
the past gave way to the sense of the 
/present) ^Lt)rd Oldborongh resumed his 
haJbitoal look and manner-*^ His thoughts 
.tuEned upon his son, that unknown being 
; who belonged tp him;^ who had claims 
iipoH' him, who might form a great addi- 
tion to the happiness or misery of .hiis 

lifej' He took up the letter again^ 

looked for the passage that related to his 
-souj a«!d read it anxiously^ to himself^ 
then to Mr. Percy — observing, ^^ Aat 
jtbe directions were so vague, that it would 
he difiioult to act upon tbem«" 

" The boy was sent .when three years 

xid to England or Ireland, under die care 

•of an Irish Priest* who delivered hiih to 

a merchant, recommended by -the Ham- 

hoirgh banker,' &c.'' 

^^ I^ shall have difficulty in tracing 
this, ,'*— Great danger of being misrtakeft 
,or deceived," said Lord Oldborongh^ 
— pausing -r-- with a look of anxiety,-— 
«" Would to God! that 1 harf means of 
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• 

knotring with certainty, ivhere and abovt 
all, wkai he is,: — or-— that J had never 
htord of his existence !" — f 

***'My Lord;^; are there any more pai^ 
ticiilars ?" inquired Mr. Percy, eagerly* 

Lord Oldborough continued ta read* 
^* Four hundred Pounds of your English 
tt)oney have been remitted to biin annuh 
ally, by meauB of these Hamburgh 
bankers.— To them we must apply im 
the first instance,'* . said Lord Oldhb^ 
rongh,. " and 1 will write this mo- 
ment." . 

'^ I think my Lord, I can save yon 
the trouble," said Mr. Percy, — •^ I 
know the man/* • ;^ • 

Lord Oldborough put down hit peBv 
and lo.oked.at Mr,. Percy with astonish^ 
mcnt 

" Yes my Lord, however extraordinai^ 
it may afipeuY, F liepeat it -*- T believe I 
know your ^oik/ and ifi he be the man i 
^itnagine him to> be, I oongratnlate you, 
— you have* reabori to rejoice." 

'■^ Tlw feucfe my. dedt Sir," ccied Lord 
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Ol^borougb, *^ Do not. raise my 

hopes.'* . . . • 

.Mr. Percy repeated all that he had 
faeai'd from Godfrey of Mr. Henry, re* 
lated ex'ery circiunstance from the first 
commencement of them-*— The imperti-* 
nence and insult to which the mystery 
that btmg over his birth liad- subjected 
him in the regiment — the quarrels in the 
regiment — the goodness of Major Gas^ 
coigne — ikie gratitude of Mr. Henry-— 
the attach liient bet wee?> him and Godfrejr, 
his selling out of the regiment aftfer 
Godfrey's incfFedtual- journey to* London, 
teis wishing to go fnto a mercantile 'house 
"•~ the letter which Godfi-ey then wrot^, 
Ijegging his father to recommend Ml*. 
Henry to Mr. Gresham, discldsing to Mr. 
Percy, with Henry's permission, all thiit 
he knew of his birth. — ^ * '*' 

"I have that letter at honie,"-^— said 
Mr. Percy — " your Lordship shall see 
it — I perfectly recollect the circulhstan- 
•ces of Mr. Henry's having been brought 
Tip in Ireland by a Dublin toterchaht. 



382» PATRONAGEi 

and hiiviog received coostaatly a rem^ 
tance in -quarterly payments of four 
l^uadred poondi a year, from a banker in 
Cork.'' > : 

<< Did he inqnire why, or from whcmi,*! 
said Lord Oldborangh * — ^^ and doe5 ke 
know bis mother r'* 

^' Certainly, iiot, the an6wer toh^ first 
inqmries prevented all farther qaestioto -*- 
He was told by the bankers, that they 
had directions to stop payment of 
the Tei9ittance, if any questions we^e 
aaked.V 

Lord Oldborongh listened with pro^- 
fo»Xid attention^ as Mr* Peroy went ;0in 
with the history ^of Mr. Henry, relating^ 

all the circomstapces. of his henorahle^ 

« 

conduct with respect to Miss Pantoa^r? ^ 
his c^sinterestedness, dedsipn, and e/iergy 
of affection. —— . •>..•: 

Lord Oldborongh's emotion increased, 
he seemed to recognise some traits of ,h|s>v 
own character. • . i ..* 

^' I hope this youth is my son,*' -r^ said 
his Lordship, in a low suppressed voice. 
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*^ He^ deserves to be yours my Lord," -— 
^aid^Mr. Percy. . 

'^ To have a son might be the gtvatest 
of evils— -To have such a son, must be the 
greatest of 'ble^itigs/' said his Lordship^ 
— ^'ke vras l(ist in thought (for a momept> 

then excMmed^ *^ I must see the 

letter — ^•-*I most ^6e the man." — ^ 

*' My Lotd'fate is at my bouse." — r^ ♦ 

Lord Oldborabgb starte^d from his seat, 
'^ Let me sec him instantly." ' 

•* To morrow my Lordj" said Mc 
Percy, in a calm tone, for it was necesr 
sary to calm bis . impetuosity.— " To 
morr6w~-Mrr Henry could not belbrbngbt 
hete to nigbt, wilhoat alarming bim^ 6t 
wifhout betraying to liim tbe catuie of 
^fir ttiniety." '' 

*^ To mWrow let it be — you are right 
my diear friend. Let me see him without 
bis suspi^eiing, Uiat I am anything to 
biib, or b« to nse — yoa will let Bfieliave 
tlie letter t6Bigbt?'* 

<• Ci^rtainly my Lord." -^ 
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' Mr. Pttc^ 8 jmp«tliised with his im- 
patience^ and gratified it with, all the cele- 
rity of a friend-^— The l^ter was seat 
diat night to Lord Qldborough. - ,(» 
qnestioiung his so^s more partjraiarly 
concerning Mr. Henry, Mn Percy* le^mt 
from Erasmns a fresh and. sti^ofig icor- 
roborating circumstanoe^ . Xh^J^^fcy 
had been lately attendih|i^ .Mr. Gr^am^s 
porter^ O'Brien, the Ifisbman; who had 
been so ill, that, imagining }iiia$elf:dyi{ig) 
he liad sent for si priest;. . i Mr- Jlenry 
was standing by the. poor fdil^w^.b^sid^, 
when the priest miied^'Mho Mab 9Q lA^fih 
^tnick- by thesight.of.hitn^ih^ fw.fPIpe 
time his attootidn tscmtdl scares! Jr: Im %^ 
on the sick mnxL - The prW^ti fift^ be 
had performed his official duties, t)^t9ni^ 
to Mr.*^ Henry, be^^d .pard<^a for bar- 
ing looked at : him. with sg' mnich earn^si^ 
ness^ but said,, that: Mr. H^ry strongly 
reminded Uiinr of the feja^es.of .aii 
Italian lady, who had icnj^iiuUed a child 
to his care nntny. years ^go^ 'This' led to 
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further explanation, and upon compar-^ 
ing dates and circumstances, Henry was 
convinced, that this was the very priest 
who had carried him over to Ireland; 
---tfae priest recognized him to be the 
child; of whom he had taken charge — 
Bat £arthf r all was darkness. — The priest 
]$:new nothing more — not even the name 
of the lady, from whom he had received 
the chil4.^ — He knew only, that he had 
been handson^ely rewai?ded by the Dublin 
merchant, to whom he had delivered the 
hoy — and he had heard, that this mer- 
chant had since become bankrupt, and 
had fled to America. — ^This promise of a 
discovery, and sudden stpp to his hopes,' 
li^d only mortified poor Henry, and had 
irritated that curiosity, which he had en<- 
djBavored to lull to repose. 

Mr. Percy was careful, both for Mr. 
Henry's sake and for Lord Oldborough'js, 
not to excite hopes, which might not 
ultimately be accomplished. He took 
precautions to prevent him from suspect- 
ing any thing extraordinary in the in- 

VOL. IV. s 
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tended introduction to Lord Oldbc^ 
rough. 

There had been lom^ dk^txte between 
the present minister^ and eome London 
mercfatnt^ about the terms of 6k loan, 
which had been made by Lord Oldbo- 
rough — Mr. Gresham's hou^e had scmie 
concern in this transaction i and it was 
now settled between Mr. Percy and Lord 
OkU)oroi]gh5 that his Lordship should 
write to desire to see Henry, who, as Mr. 
Gresham's partner, could give every ne* 
oessary information Henry accord- 
ingly was summoned to Clermont* Park^ 
and accompanied Mr. Percy, with hiil 
mind intent upon this business. 

Mr« Henry, in common with all, who 
were capable of estimating a great pub- 
lic character, had conceived high admi- * 
ration for Lord Oldborough ; he had seen 
him only in ptibli<j^ and at a distance—*- 
and it was not without awe, that he 
now thought of being introduced to 
him J and of hearing and speaking to 
him in private. 
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iMfi Oldborotigbi ni€dnwhik> who 
hwi beeft satiBfied by the perusal of 
the letter, and by Mr. Percy'fe infor- 
mation, waited for his arrival with ex- 
treme impatience — He was walking up 
and down his room, and looking fre- 
quently at his watch, which he believed 
more than once to have stopped. At 
length the door opened. 

" Mr. Percy, and Mr. Henry, my 
Lord." 

Lord Oldborough's eye darted upon 

Henry. ^Struck instantly with the 

resemblance to the mother. Lord Old- 
borough rushed forward, and clasping 
him in his arms, exclaimed, 

" My son ! . . . . He is my son !" 

Tenderness, excessive tenderness, was 
in his look, voice, soul, as if he wished 
to repair in a moment the injustice of 
years. 

Yes," said Lord Oldborough, — 

note — I am happy, — now, I also, Mr. 
Percy, may be proud of a son-^I too 
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shaH know the . pleasures of domestic 

life. Now I am happy !'*— — re- 

peSited he,-r- 



'* And, pleased, resigned 
" To tender passions all his mighty inind/^. 



March 26th, 181S. 




THE END. 
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